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I.  INTRODUCTION 

The NRCS provides technical and financial assistance to clients primarily through various programs and 
entities. Acceptance of this assistance is voluntary on the part of the client. NRCS does not have author-
ity to make client decisions on private land and should provide the client with technical assistance and 
guidance. This handbook outlines the standard operating procedures for use and application of the Ken-
tucky Interagency Coordination Tool (KICT) located at: http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/ 

The concept of the KICT was born out of the need to streamline and simplify the compliance process for 
Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) field offices.  Compliance with some of the executive 
orders and laws is extremely difficult for field staff for a variety of reasons including the lack of a cohesive 
process, time constraints, the lack of information, privacy issues, knowledge of the law and confusing 
regulations.  There are also limitations in the ability of State and Federal agencies to share locations of 
protected resources or other information.  The KICT is essentially a planning tool that allows conservation 
planners to Inventory Resources and Analyze Resource Data in one centralized location (i.e. NRCS con-
servation planning Steps 3 and 4).  

The KICT is a screening tool designed to determine the probability of existence and proximity to protected 
resources. It analyzes the impacts to those resources based on applications of conservation practices. Every 
effort has been made to predict frequently encountered situations in which conservation practices would 
be utilized in various settings and situations.  However, it is impossible to predict every situation.  In most 
instances, predetermined avoidance measures and considerations approved through programmatic agree-
ments or other methods are provided to planners. It is important to realize that the ultimate responsibility 
to determine the presence or absence of resources and the effects to them ultimately lie with the planner 
and responsible federal official. Therefore, the KICT should only be considered as a screening tool. 

In some cases, benefits to those protected resources can also be provided based on the application of 
conservation practices. The KICT is designed to be continually updated through the development of var-
ious modules that correspond to the Special Environmental Concerns (SECs) found on the NRCS Envi-
ronmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  This part of the CPA-52 is historically one of the most difficult for 
planners to complete.  Each module can provide a separate report to a field planner regarding a specific 
SEC and serves as documentation of investigation and proof of compliance with the National Environ-
mental Policy Act (NEPA).  This allows conservation planners a one-stop-shop to complete this portion 
of the CPA-52, depending upon the number of available modules.  The instantaneous result that is pro-
vided saves time and review from outside agencies, state specialists, and ensures compliance with policy.  
Planners save exponentially more time as more modules are available.  The tool also has functionality that 
allows planners to view actual locations of certain resources which may alert them to their presence thus 
avoiding further impacts. 

This handbook refers to version 3.1 of the KICT.  It will be modified to reflect updates and future versions 
as the KICT evolves. This handbook does not constitute NRCS policy but outlines methodology to comply 
with NRCS policy in the General Manual (GM) sections dealing with SEC compliance and NEPA.  

 

 

http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/
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II. PRIVACY INFORMATION  

Client records are confidential except for those that are subject to the Freedom of Information Act. NRCS 
policy on the Freedom of Information Act and the Privacy Act are contained in National Instruction 120-
310 and General Manual 120, Part 408.  Section 1619 of the Farm Bill prohibits the Secretary of Agricul-
ture and its employees from disclosing certain information that has been provided by agricultural land-
owners and producers to participate in the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s (USDA) programs, except as 
necessary for delivering technical assistance. This section also prohibits the release of information that 
falls into certain categories. Information that has been provided to USDA by an agricultural producer or 
owner of agricultural land concerning the operation, practices, or the land itself to participate in USDA 
programs is not to be disclosed by any USDA employee. Geospatial information is also prohibited from 
disclosure when it has been maintained by the Secretary and concerns the land which an agricultural pro-
ducer or owner has provided information to participate in a USDA program. 

Information that has been provided to NRCS by an agricultural producer to participate in an NRCS pro-
gram includes information directly provided to an NRCS employee, or information developed by the 
Agency based on information obtained from the property of the producer. An example of documents that 
may be withheld under Section 1619 include, but are not limited to, conservation plans, wetland determi-
nations, Highly Erodible Land Determinations, acreage amounts, assistance notes, National Resources 
Inventory point data, flood damage surveys, and program contract information.  

Geospatial information includes maps, surveys, and charts. Aerial photographs may be considered geo-
spatial information only if they contain data identifying characteristics of the agricultural land. Section 
1619 provides a limited release of information that would be otherwise protected as previously noted. If 
USDA determines information will not be subsequently discussed, the Secretary is authorized to disclose 
information that has been provided by an agricultural producer or owner to a person, Federal, State, local, 
or tribal agency working in cooperation with USDA when technical or financial assistance is being pro-
vided to the agricultural operation or when responding to a disease or pest threat to an agricultural opera-
tion. Providing technical and financial assistance includes evaluation of programs, conservation practices, 
and outreach for USDA programs. 

Compliance with some environmental laws may require NRCS to share site-specific information about 
agricultural operations, farming or conservation practices, or the planning area itself. Such information 
may be protected from disclosure under the Privacy Act of 1974 (5 U.S.C. Section 552a) and section 1619 
of the Food, Conservation, and Energy Act of 2008 (7 U.S.C. Section 8791). Before initiating site-specific 
consultation, NRCS must obtain the written consent of the landowner and land user (when the land user 
provides written indication of having complete control over the land, the landowner’s consent is not re-
quired). This written consent along with all other pertinent correspondence relevant to the consultation 
should be maintained in the “administrative file” that is kept with the client’s conservation plan.  

Therefore, the reports generated by the KICT are non-transferable and are the sole property of the land-
owner because they include geospatial information and information that may be used to participate in 
USDA programs.  Reports are considered private and confidential. No release of the report information 
should occur to third parties unless authorized by the landowner in writing and the reports are not available 
through the Freedom of Information Act.  

http://www.info.usda.gov/24661.wba
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III. GETTING STARTED WITH THE KICT 

How the KICT Modules Function 

The KICT is a web-based geospatial application maintained by the West Virginia University GIS Tech-
nical Center.  Users outline an area of interest and enter planned practices and quantities. Conservation 
planners receive information on impacts and avoidance strategies based on that information.  The KICT 
performs this task by running an initial analysis comparing listed resources within a predetermined dis-
tance.  The KICT then runs several subsequent comparisons in other data layers to determine any potential 
impacts. At the end of the process a list of resources that are likely to exist are produced. These processes 
are run in the background and are never visible to the user.  The tool then returns results of potentially 
affected resources dependent upon the GIS information available.  

This information is then compared to a matrix database in which recommendations are formed to provide 
avoidance, management recommendations or benefits depending upon practices selected.  Once these tests 
are performed, the program then creates a report and notifies the user that the results are ready to be 
viewed.  An email is sent to the user at which point they may log into the tool and view, save or print the 
report.  

KICT Modules 

The concept of the KICT is to utilize the tool as a coordination of data analyses among different agencies 
using GIS principles. The same processes that enable the tool to assess screening of various resources, 
federally listed species for example, works the same for cultural resources, floodplains, etc. if the conser-
vation practice-to-resource interaction is defined.  Therefore, the tool is designed to be configured with 
various modules that assist with completion of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  Development of 
modules is dependent upon availability of resources and data.  It should be mentioned that the results 
provided by the KICT are not the definitive answer to all the special environmental concerns. Since many 
of the avoidance measures in modules require thoughtful planning on the ground or timing of practice 
implementation, this tool should be run as early in the planning process as possible and should serve 
primarily as a screening mechanism for various resources and special environmental concerns. Sound 
conservation planning principles, judgement, and on-site knowledge should always be used. Data obtained 
from the KICT should be considered and utilized as screening for various steps in the conservation plan-
ning process (e.g. Step 3 - Inventory Resources).  As modules are developed this handbook will be up-
dated. 

Registering an Account in the KICT 

This section of the handbook describes the correct procedure to register an account, perform a query, 
generate a report, and interpret the results of that report. Note that the screenshots or button labels shown 
for illustration may be different depending upon the level of permissions the user has.  Figures shown are 
usually from the basic permission level perspective (User Level). The overview is as follows: 
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Detailed Procedure 

STEP 1 - Open the link to: http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/ and click the Register link on the page located 
beside the login box (Fig.1).  It is recommended to bookmark this site in your browser for quick access. 

  

Figure 1. The first page the user encounters upon opening the link. 
Click the “Register” link circled in red to register a KICT account. 

Figure 2: The registration page for the new user to create an ac-
count. The red circle shows the details required to be completed. 
Check the box for agreement of terms to register. 

Complete the details on the following page. Utilize your USDA or approved government email account 
as the email address (e.g. John.Doe@usda.gov). The address specified will be used to notify you of com-
pleted reports.  Personal email addresses that are not approved domains will receive a message that their 
login is not authorized for registration in the KICT. If you have questions regarding the registration process 
contact the KICT Administrator. 

Select and enter a password.  Passwords may be between six and thirty (6-30) characters in length and 
should include at least one non-alphanumeric character (such as !@#$%^*).  Passwords do not expire. 
Complete the remaining details (Fig.2) and click the box to agree to the terms. Click Register.  The tool 
will inform the user that their account is awaiting approval. The user will be notified by email once the 
account has been approved.  At this point users may run reports but will not receive them until the approval 
process is complete.  Once the account is approved, the reports will become visible.  

STEP 2 - Once the account 
is approved, the user will 
receive an email notifying 
the user. Approvals will be 
granted based on the need 
for one of three levels: 
User, Super User and Ad-
ministrator.  Functionality, 
information, and KICT ac-
cess will vary depending 
upon the level of permis-
sion granted. 

FROM: donotreply@mail.wvu.edu 
To:   Shrader, Casey – NRCS, Lexington, KY 

Subject: KICT – Account Activated 

Your account is now activated. You can now log in at: http://kict.mapwv.org/kict  

Sincerely, 
The KICT 

 

http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/
http://kict.mapwv.org/kict
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STEP 3 - The user should then log back into the tool. The reports that the user runs will be stored and 
viewed on the user’s page.  

If users need to update their profile information (phone number, address, etc.) for any reason; log into the 
KICT and simply click your username in the upper right-hand corner of the screen and complete the re-
quired changes. 

  
Screen showing the auto assigned username in the upper right corner of 
the screen.  Click that link to make profile or password changes. 

Screen showing information required to complete prior to receiving account 
permissions. 

STEP 4 –From this point forward, the user may use the credentials that were entered in Step 1 to access 
the tool.  If you forget your password, browse to the tool and click the link to Login. Click the link that 
says Forgot Password near the bottom of the page and follow the instructions to reset your password. 
Users should avoid making duplicate accounts.  Utilize the forgot password tool provided prior to re-
enrolling. 

 

 

 

 
Login and Forgot Password buttons Instructions to reset your password 
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Performing a Query in the KICT 

The following is the standard operating procedure for determining potential effects of NRCS practices on 
some of the SECs in the CPA-52.  During the planning process the planner should review and be familiar 
with applicable SECs that occur in Kentucky and in their region of responsibility.  The KICT is a screening 
tool and the planner has the final responsibility to determine the potential effect of a conservation practice 
on a resource unless the SEC is based on a programmatic agreement. Refer to the Kentucky Field Office 
Technical Guide (eFOTG) Section II for available material for each SEC.  Upon obtaining a user account 
and launching the tool, follow the steps outlined below to run reports in the KICT. The overview is as 
follows: 

• Step 1 – Name the site 
• Step 2 – Identify the client 
• Step 3 – Identify the associated program authority 
• Step 4 – Give the site a location name  
• Step 5 – Locate your site and draw a polygon or upload a shapefile  
• Step 6 – Select the NRCS practices and associated quantities 
• Step 7 – Select the alternative 
• Step 8 – Select the desired report(s) 
• Step 9 – Submit the project 

Login using the appropriate protocols and user credentials at: http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/ and launch the 
tool by selecting the Create Report>> button on the landing page.  

STEP 1 – On the left-
hand side of the screen, 
click on the dropdown 
sections to enter a site 
name in the fillable form 
where indicated. This 
name can be anything that 
the user deems as an ap-
propriate identifier such 
as farm number, tract 
number, or nickname (old 
home place, etc.) Avoid 
the use of special charac-
ters including periods, 
hashtags, colons, aster-

isks, etc.  These characters may cause errors in retrieving maps tied to the reports.  The name selected 
should be readily identifiable to the end user for future ease of retrieval.  (Field offices, areas, work units, 
and planners should consider having uniform naming conventions).  As the dropdown field is completed 
the field changes from a red ? to a green  for each following step.  

 
Mapping application showing the fillable form portion and the tool buttons. 

http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/
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STEP 2 – In the client drop down button, enter the client’s name.  This field should contain a unique 
identifier that reflects the client type such as a name or business with whom the planner is working. The 
name selected should be readily identifiable by the user so that it is easily retrieved if needed.  

STEP 3 – In the program authority dropdown box, select a program or authority for which the query is 
being run.  The options include Agricultural Conservation Easement Program (ACEP), Conservation Re-
serve Program (CRP) and CRP Re-Enroll, Conservation Stewardship Program (CStwP), Conservation 
Technical Assistance (CTA), Environmental Quality Incentives Program (EQIP), Emergency Watershed 
Protection (EWP), Healthy Forest Reserve Program (HFRP), Wetland Reserve Easement (WRE). If the 
authority or program is not available under the listed options, select “Other”. 

 
Drop down menu that lists the program authorities the conservation plan will be utilizing. 

STEP 4 – Click on the location (label) dropdown menu button. Enter a location to further describe the 
site. It may be utilized to identify a tract and/or farm number or another unique identifier. (e.g. “old home 
place” or the upper farm).  Avoid the use of special characters (period, comma, colon, hashtag, etc.) These 
characters may cause errors in retrieving maps and reports.   

STEP 5 – Zoom to the desired area of the map by simply dragging the map and double clicking on a 
selected area, thereby reducing the scale of the map until you can identify your AOI.  Users are also able 
to use the +/- scale tool located on the upper left side of the map to quickly scale the size of the map.  No 
map scale is required, but always select a scale that displays the entire AOI.  The AOI should include the 
planning unit to which practices will be installed, planned, or considered according to NRCS policy (this 
may be the property boundary of the client or a portion of a field).  All planned practices submitted must 
be planned within the polygon drawn.   

Planner’s Note: 
Refer to the section of this handbook entitled Tool Button Functions for information regarding selection of maps, 
map location, supplemental layers and other tools that aid in selecting the area of interest. 



17 

Click on the dropdown link that says, ‘What is the area of interest (polygons)?’.  At this point the user has 
two options.  The user may upload an existing shapefile, or the user may draw a polygon. 

To draw a polygon, select the Draw Polygon link and then select the Click to Draw Polygon button. After 
locating the area of interest on the map, click a point somewhere on the boundary of the AOI.  Continue 
along the boundary of the AOI clicking once on key areas to anchor the point of the polygon until the 
initial starting point is reached.  Double click to close the shape.  If the shape drawn is not suitable, click 
Erase drawing to clear and redraw the shape. Note that you are unable to pan the map with the cursor 
when in drawing mode.  If you need to redraw or re-center the map, click the Click to Zoom/Pan button 
(this button has changed from the Click to Draw Polygon).  

IMPORTANT: Planners should only draw one polygon for each query.  If multiple polygons are 
drawn, the tool may not function, and any results returned will not be reflective of all polygons. 

To upload a file, select the Upload Shapefile link.  Click the ‘Browse’ button to select an existing zipped 
shapefile (.zip) from a device. There may be limitations with uploading files from networked devices due 
to security firewalls.  If this is an issue try saving the file to your desktop or from a safe non-networked 
device. 

IMPORTANT: Planners should not attempt to upload files that contain multiple polygons for one 
query.  If multiple polygons are submitted, the tool may not function, and any results returned will 
not be reflective of all polygons.  

  
There are two methods to determine an area of interest (AOI) for investigation.  Select the option shown on the left to manually draw a 
polygon; or select upload shapefile to load an existing zipped shapefile as shown on the right. 

STEP 6 – Once the shape is complete, select all the practices that are planned within the AOI by clicking 
a  in the box adjacent to the practice and enter the size/quantity of the practice.  The user can place a  
in the appropriate practice and enter the quantity; or simply enter the quantity and the checkbox will au-
tocomplete.  
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The user has drawn the area of interest (AOI) and selected the practices and quantities to be implemented. 

Planner’s Note: 
Some practice units may not match the normal NRCS conservation standard unit.  For example, the conservation 
practice (378) Pond unit is listed as number (No.) in the eFOTG.  The KICT requires the approximate size of the 
pond(s) in acres (ac.) to make potential impact interpretations for some modules.  Therefore, planners should cal-
culate the total footprint acreage of the pond(s) and enter it into the KICT. 

STEP 7 – Starting in version 3.1, a 
dropdown menu is available that allows plan-
ners to indicate the type of query that is being 
submitted.  This allows planners and users to 
distinguish between alternatives that are not 
selected by clients, or queries that were used 
for screening, testing or other purposes.  This 
is helpful when clients have been presented 
multiple plan alternatives and have a need to 
compare effects to multiple SECs; or deter-
mining the selected alternative for queries 
that have been submitted on the same AOI 
containing different practices.  This also al-
lows KICT administrators to differentiate 
implemented alternatives from other queries 
when creating reports.  Dropdown options in-
clude Selected Alternative, Alternative, and 
Other.  The Selected Alternative option is the 
default option.  

 

 
Select the type of report to be run.  These roughly equate to the alterna-
tives evaluated on the CPA-52 Environmental Evaluation.  Selected Alter-
native is the default choice. 
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STEP 8 - The planner may select which reports to run depending upon the KICT modules available. All 
report types are selected to be run by default.  Deselect the reports that are not desired.  If all reports are 
required, proceed to step 9.  

 
Select or deselect the types of reports to be run. 

STEP 9 – Once the desired reports and 
alternatives have been selected, click the 
Submit Project button.  The tool will 
indicate that it is processing the 
information by a spinning icon.  There 
may be a few seconds of delay prior to 
receiving the message shown.  Do not 
continue to click the submit button as 
this may result in report errors or 
multiple reports.  A message will appear 
letting the user know that the information 
will be submitted for analysis.  Click OK to initiate the query and the user will be redirected back to the 
KICT homepage.  There will be a period before the system notifies the user via email that the query is 
complete. The length of this period will vary depending on several factors including the number of users 
logged in, the time of day, size of the request, and so forth. However, most reports are completed in ten 
minutes or less.  Once you are notified that the report is complete, log back into the KICT or refresh the 
homepage and review the report. 

Planner’s Note: 
Note that browser messages shown in this handbook are only examples.  Actual message appearances and syntax 
may be different depending on the browser and version used to access the KICT. 

 

 
Upon submission of a request,  the KICT notifies the user that the report is 
being processed. The appearance of this message may vary depending upon the 
web browser used. 
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Navigating the KICT 

There are multiple functions of the KICT that assist planners in visually locating or assessing resources 
within an AOI.  The following pages explain the various functionality of the tool and how to utilize fea-
tures within the KICT. 

Tool Button Func-
tions – A series of six 
buttons are located 
across the top of the 
map. Utilize these but-
tons to quickly locate 
areas, add or remove 
various informational 
layers, measure areas 
and distances, or select 
basemaps. Additional 
buttons may be added 
as the tool develops.  
Below is a summary of 
the button functions. 

Slide Panel Toggle – This button moves the fillable portion of the KICT out of the screen view so that 
the map display is enlarged. Click the button again to show the fillable portion of the screen. 

Home – Selecting this button will take the user back to the landing page of the tool where reports are 
stored.  

Zoom To – use the ‘Zoom To’ 
button to rapidly move the 
map to a geographic area.  
Drop down menus contain in-
formation such as county, city, 
or topographic quad.  Not all 
cities in KY are listed, but ma-
jor towns and cities can be se-
lected.  Planners may also find 
sites by coordinate systems us-
ing latitude and longitude, 
decimal degrees or the de-
gree/minute/second formats.  
To close the tool, click the 
‘Zoom To’ button again. 

 
The blue tool buttons are located along the top of the map screen.  Utilize these buttons to enable vari-
ous functions in the tool. 

 

The expanded Zoom To view where you can select an area of interest using topographic 
quads, cities, counties or enter GPS coordinates. 
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Layers – Planners may turn on and off various reference layers to assist with determining resources within 
or near the AOI including eagle nests, floodplains, natural areas, prime farmlands, stream layers, special 
grasslands, and county boundaries. Note that some of this information, once activated, may not be visible 
until the user zooms into a specific scale. This section may include layers and other information that is 
relevant only to specific modules.  To view these layers, click the blue Layers button and select the infor-
mation by placing a check in the 
appropriate box.  It is not neces-
sary for these layers to be ena-
bled for the KICT to consider 
them during evaluation.  To turn 
off a layer, remove the check 
mark from the box.  Close the 
layers tab by clicking the Layers 
button again.  If any layers are 
selected as visible when the re-
port is submitted, they will ap-
pear on the final report. 

Measure – Another feature of the KICT is that it allows users to apply measuring tools and distance 
markers. Click the ‘Measure’ button to open the tool. Click the ruler icon to measure linear distance and 
then select the unit of measurement desired.  Single click to begin drawing a line.  Subsequent single clicks 
will add a segment marker for measuring segmented linear distances. Double click when the desired end-
point is reached.  The distance will be displayed in the Measure tab.  To measure an area, use the tool 
indicated by the polygon and ruler and select the unit of measurement.  Draw out the area using single 
clicks to create sides of the  polygon needed.  Double click when finished.  The measurement tool is very 
useful when attempting to determine the approximate distances from specific landmarks such as eagle 
nests, approximating the length or area of various planned practices, or considering the amount of prac-
tices. 

To erase the measurement 
polygon or line drawn, 
simply click the measure-
ment icon again and the 
drawing will be cleared.  
To close the measuring 
tools, click the blue ‘Meas-
ure’ button again. Do not 
use the measurement tool 
as method to draw a poly-
gon for report queries.  
These polygons will not be 
reviewed by the tool. 

 

 

 
Select any available layers near the AOI to aid in determining effects. 

 

KICT measurement tool showing distances. 
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Basemaps – Users have the option 
to select different map types.  No 
certain map style is required but 
aerial photography is recom-
mended. Users should always se-
lect maps that show the AOI at the 
best practical scale.  For example, 
some topographic maps may not 
utilize a scale that is the best for 
conservation planning. Click the 
‘Basemaps’ button to open the 
menu.    Map choices include aer-
ial photography (with and without 
labels), roadmaps, various topo-
graphic maps, gray scale terrain 
maps and several others.  Once a map has been selected, close the menu by selecting the ‘Basemaps’ 
button again. The default base map is aerial photography with labels and should serve most conservation 
planning needs. 

Viewing KICT Reports 

The following is the process for viewing reports once a query has been submitted and processed.  KICT 
reports are available to view once the system has processed the query and the user receives a notification 
email.  All modules selected to be run will be incorporated into one report.  For more information regard-
ing the format of the KICT report, refer to the section of this handbook entitled KICT Reports & Format. 

Example 

FROM: donotreply@mail.wvu.edu 
To:   Shrader, Casey – NRCS, Lexington, KY 
 
Subject: Status of the KICT Report 
 
Good news: 
You have used the KICT tool to create a report named as 'Example'. This report is ready 
to be viewed. You need to log back into the KICT system to view the report. The URL of 
KICT is: http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/ 

 

To ensure that your email reader program can receive email from the KICT, remember to set any junk 
mail settings to allow mail from the KICT domain (mail.wvu.edu).  Contact the IT area representative to 
assist you in adjusting those settings if needed. If a malfunction in the tool occurs or data is absent from a 
submitted query, the user may receive an email similar to the example below. 

 
The Basemaps button is selected showing the KICT map options.  Aerial photography is 
usually recommended and is the default map. 

http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/
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Example 

FROM: donotreply@mail.wvu.edu 
To:   Shrader, Casey – NRCS, Lexington, KY 
Subject: Status of the KICT Report 

 
Unfortunately, the attempt of KICT tool to create a report named as 'Example' failed.  
 
Please log into the KICT at: http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/, make sure you filled out all the re-
quired fields and try again. If the problem persists, contact the system administrator. 

 

Users should attempt to run the report again.  If the problem persists, please contact the KICT administra-
tor through the proper channels.  To review successful reports, follow the process outlined below. 

STEP 1 – Navigate to the homepage of the KICT and login.at: http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/ 

STEP 2 – Once logged in, the reports available for review appear on the user’s front page.  Reports are 
stored in a table showing the Client and Site Name, the date submitted, a map image and the Report Link. 
Users may sort reports in reverse order by name or date by clicking on the header of the table. 

STEP 3 –Click on the corresponding Report Link on the right side of the browser window to view the 
report. A new window containing the report will open in Adobe Acrobat Reader© format. Note that Acro-
bat Reader must be installed on the computer to view the document. 

Reports are stored in order of 
the date in which they were sub-
mitted (latest to earliest) by de-
fault.  Reports can be identified 
by the client and site name, the 
date they were submitted.  The 
options to sort and review re-
ports will vary based on the ad-
ministrative privileges the user 
has been assigned. A thumbnail 
of the AOI is shown to the left 
of the link to view the report.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
After the user logs into the KICT, view reports by clicking the report link shown. 

http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/
http://kict.mapwv.org/kict/
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KICT Permissions and Administrative Privileges 

The KICT was constructed to have layers of administrative control to allow oversight and quality control 
of reports generated.  

KICT ADMIN LEVELS 

• User (non-registered or unapproved users) 
• User (registered) 
• Super User 
• Administrator 

The basic level, User (registered), allows planners to query and review reports that the user has performed 
under their login. Every conservation planner must have at least this level of administrative privilege.  It 
is automatically received upon the approval from the Administrator or Super User of a KICT account. 
Planners will not have access to certain portions of the website with this level of administrative privilege 
and are able to review only the reports created by the user. 

In addition to the privileges described above, the Super User privilege can authorize and deactivate ac-
counts as well as review previously submitted reports for all users.  This level of administrator can access 
the entire KICT website and various levels of functionality, generate reports, and view specific areas of 
the website.  Typically, the State Biologist and Cultural Resources Specialist, or those responsible for 
state-level NEPA compliance, should have Super User and Administrator privileges. 

The Administrator level can perform all functions listed above and has access to change and manipulate 
all levels of the tool and website.  This level of privilege is reserved only for those responsible for technical 
operation. Starting in version 3.1, this level of permission also allows the administrator to run various 
reports that are not detailed or specific to clients; but are able to review the number of times a practice and 
resource interact, number of queries, programs, users, counties, acreages and other rudimentary infor-
mation.  This allows for reporting to regulatory agencies on successful implementation of programmatic 
agreements and other information.  Contact the KICT administrator for more information. 
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IV. KICT REPORTS & FORMAT 

The KICT generates one report displaying the results from the selected modules queried by the planner. 
The length of a report varies depending on the number of active modules selected, the number of practices, 
the complexity of the project, and the number of resources encountered.  Note that the only way to verify 
the potential effects to resources is by activating that module.  A typical report is usually 7-12 pages in 
length if all modules are activated. It is created in portable document format (.pdf).  and Adobe Acrobat © 
Reader is required to view these documents. They may be printed or stored electronically with other cus-
tomer files and are around 90kb in size. This allows them to be easily sent through conventional email 
accounts if necessary. 

Reports are stored and retained for viewing on the KICT website for a period of time.  Sensitive metadata 
compiling the report is not stored. The length of storage will depend on various factors including space 
available within the tool, the number of reports ran annually, and maintenance issues. Contact the KICT 
state administrators for more information.  It is advisable to either save a local copy of all final queries to 
maintain them at the local level or to print the final report (double sided) and attach to (or store with) the 
Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) worksheet or other NEPA documentation for proof of compliance.  

NRCS field and area offices are encouraged to establish their own protocols and/or naming conventions 
for KICT reports.  The naming conventions used should be easy and consistent to avoid any possible 
confusion should the need arise to retrieve or locate reports from the website at the state or area level.   

Planners may provide copies of the KICT report to the landowner since it is part of their conservation 
plan; however, this is not recommended without a complete and thorough explanation of its meaning and 
context.  Individuals other than landowners should not be provided copies of the report unless directed to 
do so in writing by the client/landowner.  The information contained in the report should be treated with 
the same regard for privacy as the rest of the conservation plan information.  If utilizing the Document 
Management System (DMS), planners should upload KICT reports as supporting documentation to the 
Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  When uploading reports, select the option in the DMS for Internal 
View Only located on the document upload page so the report is not viewable in Client Gateway.  Refer 
to the section of this document entitled Privacy Information for more information regarding privacy. 

Planner’s Note: 
For ease of explanation, the examples and excerpts shown in this handbook for each module are mock-
ups. Actual reports may vary slightly in appearance or grouping of recommendations and alternative 
strategies.  

General Information Section  

The general information portion of the KICT report is listed once, on the first page, at the top and is 
referenced by each subsequent module.  It contains information that is gathered from the user such as the 
client’s name, the location, the polygon outlined on the location map, the program or authority, practices 
planned and the extent of each conservation practice. The details are outlined below. 
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Map:  A map appears on the upper 
left-hand side of the page containing 
the outlined area of interest (AOI).  
The map may be overlain with other 
layers that the user has enabled such as 
floodplains, riparian areas, eagle nests, 
etc. 

Inquiry Date: This is the date in 
which the query was submitted 
through the KICT. 

Client:  Identifies the name of the 
landowner or business with whom the 
planner is working. 

Program: This identifies under which 
program or authority the query is 
being submitted (i.e. EQIP, CRP, 
CStwP, CTA, etc.) 

Site Name: This is a planner-specified 
name.  It is usually a unique identifier 
such as farm and tract number and/or 
program, contract number, etc.  Field 
staff are encouraged to establish a 
naming convention to quickly identify 
their reports for retrieval. Planners 
should refrain from using special 
characters such as commas, periods, 
slashes, etc. to avoid report processing 
problems. 

County: This is the county in Kentucky in which the majority of the AOI exists. 

Location: This is utilized to identify a tract and/or farm number or other unique identifier to further 
identify an AOI  (e.g. old home place, rented parcel, etc.). Planners should develop their own naming 
conventions for ease of use. Planners should refrain from using special characters such as commas, 
periods, slashes, etc. to avoid report processing problems. 

Lat/Long: This is the centroid point of the polygon submitted for review shown in decimal degrees.  This 
is useful if further review of the AOI is needed and helps locate the area quickly for state level review. 

Planner: This is the username of the planner who submitted the query. 
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Scenario: This indicates in which status the report was run (Selected Alternative, Alternative, or Other).  
It allows planners to submit (separately) queries for different scenarios on the same AOI and differentiate 
the results for screening or when multiple alternatives may need to be presented to clients.  This is im-
portant when the selection of a preferred alternative may depend upon the outcome of potential impacts 
to special environmental concerns or when planners want to compare the effects of different practices.  In 
addition, this feature allows administrators to differentiate the reports that were most likely implemented 
versus reports that were run for testing or other purposes.   

• Selected Alternative – This option is selected by default. It represents the alternative selected by 
the client and will be the alternative implemented.  This selection equates to “Alternative 1” in 
Section H of the CPA-52 form and is usually the preferred alternative selected in Section M of the 
CPA-52. 

• Alternative – Use this designation for potential alternatives that may be implemented by clients 
or as a comparison of the final alternative.  This roughly equates to the “Alternative 2” described 
in Section H of the CPA-52 form. 

• Other – This designation should be utilized when planners are training or experimenting with the 
tool or for other purposes not associated with official conservation planning activities.  It is mostly 
utilized for administrative purposes and testing of the KICT.  

Acreage: The acreage of the AOI drawn or uploaded by the user and rounded to the nearest tenth of an 
acre. 

Practices Submitted for Review: The conservation practices, extents, and appropriate units submitted 
for review by the KICT. Note some units shown in the tool may differ from NRCS units due to required 
impact evaluation. 

The remainder of the report is broken down into individual module results.  The modules selected will 
dictate the results in the report.  Each module is identified by a heading (e.g. Clean Air Act) and the results 
for the module are listed below it.  The module results are broken into the following sections: 

• Potential Impact Information 
• Considerations 
• Mitigation Considerations or Required Avoidance Measures & Effect Determination  
• Management Considerations  
• Potential Benefits 

Note: Not all the report sections are applicable to every module or report. For example, not all reports will 
contain Management Considerations or Potential Benefits.   

Potential Impact Information 

This section of the module report identifies two important items to the planner.  First, is the presence or 
absence of a resource such as a non-attainment zone under the Clean Air Act, or the presence of a federally 
listed species like the Indiana bat, under the Endangered Species Act.  This will vary depending upon the 
module report.  If no resource is identified, this section may simply state None or N/A, depending upon 
the module. The second item is any potential adverse impact that the resource listed could encounter by 
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the conservation practices listed in the General Information Section.  This provides the rationale for any 
required avoidance or mitigative considerations that follow in the report.  There may be several potential 
impacts listed. If no impacts are anticipated by installation of the conservation practices, this section may 
simply state None or N/A. 

Required Strategies & Effect Determination –  
Section A  

Reports may have any of the following headings identified under Section A: 

• Required Avoidance Measures 
• Avoidance Measures 
• Required Strategies 
• Avoidance 
• Considerations * 

 
An asterisk indicates that these statements are not required to be implemented. 

Section A within each module of the KICT report is critical to conservation planners.  If a query results 
in potential impacts, this section lists the actions that the planner must ensure are implemented to avoid 
potential adverse impacts.  Some of the strategies are required and some are only considerations for plan-
ners. If avoidance is required, these strategies must become part of the specifications of conservation 
plans.  If the word “consideration” occurs, this refers to a method or consequence of implementation that 
should be scrutinized by the planner and/or landowner. Considerations are not required to be imple-
mented.   

Required Strategies & Effect Determination –  
Section B  

Reports may have any of the following headings identified under section B: 

• Effect Determination 
• Effect Determination (tentative) 

This section of the report gives the planner the Effect Determination of the query assuming any required 
additional strategies for practice implementation are implemented. Some modules provide a tentative ef-
fect determination because (1) it requires further scrutiny regarding practice placement and resource pres-
ence within the AOI; or (2) it requires a final opinion by the planner or a resource specialist pending 
review. The wording of this section will vary depending on the results of the query and module. 

Depending upon the module, the determination provided may be shown in this section as the following: 

• No Effect (NE) 
• May Affect (MA) 
• Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) 
• May Adversely Affect (MAA) 
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Note: Not all determinations are applicable to every module. For example, not all reports will contain 
NLAA or MAA determinations.   

Determination results are explained in greater detail within each module description of this handbook.  
However, generally No Effect (NE) determinations mean that the practice(s) have no effect to a resource 
or there were no resources found in or near the AOI.  May Affect (MA) can mean that a resource and 
practice(s) combination would be detrimental, beneficial or both. The Not Likely to Adversely Affect 
(NLAA) determination may mean that the practice(s) and resource combination will affect the resource. 
However, the result will likely not be adverse and could even be completely beneficial.  This determination 
usually requires avoidance measures to be implemented. Finally, a May Adversely Affect (MAA) deter-
mination means that there exists a resource/practice combination that may cause adverse effects if imple-
mented and will require further consideration by the planner and specialists. 

Planners that receive an MAA determination should note that in most instances this can be avoided at the 
field level through alternative avoidance methods, alternative practice selection, coordination, or some 
other method.  In addition, there is a good chance that there are alternative measures, situations, and meth-
ods that have not been anticipated during KICT development.  It will take time to encounter these situa-
tions and develop strategies that avoid adverse determinations.  It is anticipated that as the KICT evolves, 
additional alternative strategies will be included, deleted, and/or revised through field verification and 
planner experience.  Planners should consider using alternative practices that may solve resource concerns 
but not have adverse effects.  If those alternative practices exist, re-evaluate them through the KICT. 
Planners do not have the ability to directly alter the final determination of any query. 

Refer to the specific modules for more information regarding determinations of effect. 

Management Considerations 

Some of the KICT reports may contain additional management recommendations.  As with the case of the 
ESA module, these are made by the resource agencies identifying alternatives that clients may voluntarily 
elect to incorporate into their conservation plan. Recommendations in these sections are not required to 
be implemented.  The Wild and Scenic Rivers module also lists management considerations for the Ken-
tucky Special Use Waters.  These may correspond or refer to the Clean Water Act or other special envi-
ronmental concern requirements. Many module reports will not have management recommendations as-
sociated with them. 

Considerations 

Some reports have statements that inform planners that in some instances the application of a practice 
could have adverse effects.  While not mandatory, the considerations provided by the KICT inform plan-
ners of the potential effects and a thought process to avoid those effects if applicable. 

Potential Benefits  

One of the KICT functions is that it can potentially identify some situations where benefits may be realized 
from installation of a conservation practice Where a potential benefit section is provided, those benefits 
realized are subject to interpretation by the KICT user.  Not all benefits apply to every practice evaluated.  
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The purpose of the installation and exact location will factor heavily into the applicability of the benefit.  
Refer to the individual module document for explanation of benefits for conservation practices and the 
resources affected. 

Presently there is not a way for the tool to determine under what circumstances practices are applied 
without a substantial increase in user input. NRCS planners are currently under no requirement to track 
the benefits reported by the KICT.  However, it is suggested that local field offices have an awareness of 
broad benefits realized by conservation practices within their areas of responsibility.  But for some re-
sources, the KICT can help determine if conservation practices planned and applied through Farm Bill 
programs do provide benefits to listed resources.  Questions regarding potential benefits are common in 
most Farm Bill ranking criteria for resources such as T&E species and Air Quality.  In the past, this 
question was often subjective and may not have been applied uniformly among field offices throughout 
the state. Using the benefits listed in the KICT report, it may be possible to determine if practices influence 
these resources and if it would be appropriate to utilize as justification for giving ranking points to a Farm 
Bill application.  If a field office chooses to utilize this justification of benefit to rank a client for program 
participation, the report must then be retained and implemented according to the avoidance measures.  It 
is recommended that conservation assistance notes be recorded as to the application of which benefits 
apply and the supporting rationale. Also, to claim benefits, the avoidance measures identified in the report 
must be implemented by the client.  

Cumulative Effects 

A cumulative impact is defined as "…the impact on the environment which results from the incremental 
impact of the action when added to other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions. Cumu-
lative impacts can result from individually minor but collectively significant actions taking place over a 
period of time.” Cumulative effects include the direct and indirect effects of a project together with the 
effects from reasonably foreseeable future actions of others. For a project to be reasonably foreseeable, it 
must have advanced far enough in the planning process that its implementation is likely.  Reasonably 
foreseeable future actions are not speculative, are likely to occur based on reliable resources and are typ-
ically characterized in planning documents. 

Frequently planners will evaluate alternatives that involve multiple tracts or land units.  For example, a 
client may have a tract on the east end of the county and one in the southern part of the county that are 
participating in a farm bill program.  Both tracts may be planned and contracted under one federal action.  
There is currently not a method to evaluate multiple polygons simultaneously through the KICT. This 
requires the planners to submit queries through the tool individually.  Planners must evaluate each AOI 
individually and then review the reports to determine their cumulative impacts to SECs.  

An example of cumulative effects to the Wild and Scenic Rivers special environmental concern could be 
a planned two-acre clear-cut on a tract located within a designated Wild and Scenic River watershed; and 
a second clear-cut of three acres on another tract within the same watershed on a different tract.  Both 
tracts are contracted under one farm bill program contract and therefore a single federal action.  While 
singularly one of the cuts is not considered adverse, cumulatively they have an impact of five acres.  Five 
acres could be much more significant in the scheme of the scenic attributes and could therefore potentially 
adversely impact the area. This evaluation should be reviewed by the Responsible Federal Official and 
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documented in the cumulative effects portion of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) Section K, Other 
Agencies and Broad Public Concerns.   

Intended Use & Disclaimer 

At the end of each report there is a section that places the information contained in the report in context.  

 

The intended use of the report provided by the KICT is to be utilized for planning and assisting with the  
documentation of compliance with NEPA special environmental concerns (SEC) and  NRCS policy. The 
KICT evaluates those SECs specific to Kentucky and listed within the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-
52). These include: 

• Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act 
• Clean Air Act 
• Clean Water Act & Waters of the U.S. 

(Under Development) 
• Endangered Species Act 
• Floodplains  – Executive Order 11988  
• Wetlands – Executive Order 11990/ 

NRCS Policy 
• Environmental Justice – Executive Order 

12898 / NRCS Policy 

• Invasive Species – Executive Order 
13112  

• Farmland Protection Policy Act 
• National Historic Preservation Act Sec-

tion 106/Historic Properties 
• Natural Areas – NRCS Policy 
• Riparian Areas  – NRCS Policy  
• Scenic Beauty – NRCS Policy  
• Tribal Consultation (Under Develop-

ment) 
• Wild and Scenic Rivers Act 

The results provided in the reports are specific to activities in which NRCS staff is providing individual 
conservation technical assistance and/or funding under various Farm Bill programs.  It may also be utilized 
for purposes of qualifying resource benefits to enroll in USDA programs.  Projects that are larger in scope 
are not to utilize the KICT and will continue to follow NRCS policy and procedures as stated in GM Title 
190, Part 410 or other applicable guidance.  
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The information provided in the reports is based on current data available to NRCS and should be used as 
a screening assessment.  It is provided by a variety of agencies and sources including the U.S. Environ-
mental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office of State Archaeology, Kentucky 
Heritage Council, The State Historic Preservation Officer and The Kentucky State Nature Preserves Com-
mission, KY Division for Air Quality and others. Data is also provided through NRCS internal methods 
(i.e. Soils Datamart). Errors or gaps in information and data may occur.  Therefore, planners should always 
field-verify the site to determine the exact locations and presence of resources through on-site analysis. 
Occurrences of protected resources could be located within the identified area of interest that are not 
included in this report. Responses provided by the KICT indicating the absence of resources may indicate 
that the area has not been surveyed or unknown data exists, rather than confirmation that the area lacks 
protected resources. Upon discovery of protected resources or modification to original plans and designs, 
further coordination may be required. If protected resources are identified during implementation or con-
struction, immediately cease the activity and contact the agency representative responsible for activities 
under NEPA. The information provided in the report is relevant only for the practices/activities identified 
and does not constitute formal consultation or permitting under any regulatory agency. The report docu-
ment does not grant permission or act as an authorization for any activity. Planners should always check 
with local authorities and local governments to determine if permits are required for a particular activity. 
The information contained within KICT reports may not be distributed to third parties without the written 
consent of the landowner.  
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V. CLEAN AIR ACT MODULE  

Clean Air Act Module (CAAM) Description 
 

National NRCS policy should always be followed when handling resource issues.  Refer to the policy 
located in NRCS National Environmental Compliance Handbook (NECH) Section 610.21 – Air Quality 
and the Clean Air Act. 

Potential impacts to air resources protected under the Clean Air Act in Kentucky are described fully in the 
document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Prac-
tice Effects on The Clean Air Act - Regional Visibility Degradation & Non-Attainment Zones for Conser-
vation Planning and Program Implementation.  These impacts were determined as the ways air quality in 
non-attainment or maintenance zones could be affected by the methods in which the practice was installed, 
operated, or maintained.   

Conservation planners must determine if planned conservation practices will influence any areas that are 
considered air quality resources in Kentucky.  Their findings are to be documented on the NRCS CPA-52 
(Environmental Evaluation).  To help conservation planners, the Clean Air Act Module (CAAM) was 
developed to assist in determining the effects of conservation practices within sensitive areas. The report 
generated is proof of investigation under NEPA requirements of the Clean Air Act.  This information may 
be utilized to document de minims effect or benefit as applicable. 

This module identifies potential impacts to known air quality resources. The tool uses known locations of 
resources within the Commonwealth and compares the location of those areas to a matrix of predetermined 
data. The air quality resources in Kentucky are Class I Regional Visibility Areas, Louisville Metro Areas 
and various non-attainment criteria pollutant areas that are regulated by the US Environmental Protection 
Agency. 

Interpreting the Clean Air Act Module Results 

Once a query is returned, planners should determine if a project is:  

1. located in a sensitive air quality area; 
2. the potential impacts associated with the identified conservation practices;  
3. identify any mitigative measures for the project; and  
4. recognize and document any potential benefits provided by conservation practices.  

To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if 
necessary, convey that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or mainte-
nance of conservation practices. The final determinations the KICT produces are included to allow plan-
ners and clients to understand why the avoidance strategies (if any) are required.  The following are ex-
amples of possible outcomes in Section I of the KICT report. 

 

https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=29769
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Clean Air Act Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts to air quality are grouped into four broad categories by the KICT.  Any of these 
impacts may apply to any of the air quality zones.  Multiple impacts may apply to a single area, and several 
may apply to multiple practices.  The basic impacts are as follows: 

1. potential to emit or create dust emissions (particulate matter)  
2. potential for smoke creation by implementation, operation, and/or maintenance of the practice(s)  
3. potential for VOC (volatile organic compound), NOx (ozone precursors), or ammonia emissions 

by implementation, operation, and/or maintenance of the practice(s)  
4. potential to temporarily reduce visibility in a regionally sensitive area 

Below are examples of each type of impact results the KICT provides in the Clean Air Act Report. 

If the query results determine that the project is not located in sensitive air quality area, the Potential 
Impact Information section of the report will state the following: 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in the following regulated air 
quality zone: 
None 

Potential impacts associated with this area are identified below: 

N/A 
 

This output indicates that the project is not in a non-attainment zone, regionally sensitive (Class I) area, 
or Louisville Air Pollution Control District. There will be no impacts under the Clean Air Act. The planner 
may document and proceed. 

 
If the Potential Impact Information section of the report identifies that a sensitive air quality zone is af-
fected by installation of one or more conservation practices, the report will list all possible adverse effects.  

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in the following regulated air 
quality zone: 
Criteria Pollutant (non-attainment zones) 

Potential impacts associated with this area are identified below: 

There is a potential to emit or create dust emissions (particulate matter) through implementation of the prac-
tice(s) identified in a non-attainment zone 

 

If there are no potential adverse impacts identified, the report will simply state “None”. Planners should 
refer to other sections of the report for more information. 
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Clean Air Act Mitigation Measures 

NRCS policy requires planners to comply with federal, state, and local air quality laws, regulations, and 
standards and avoid or minimize pollution potential in sensitive air quality (non-attainment) zones. The 
mitigation measures listed in the Mitigation Consideration & Effect Determination section are best man-
agement practices that assist planners in knowing how to minimize the potential for air pollution. 

If mitigation considerations are outlined, these strategies should become part of the specifications for 
conservation practices (i.e. the conservation plan). How these specifications are provided to the client is 
up to the conservation planner.  One strategy would be to incorporate them into the customization of 
jobsheets used in conservation planning.  These measures could be listed in the “Additional Recommen-
dations” or “Additional Notes” sections of those documents. Also, consider documenting how these strat-
egies were provided to clients in either the conservation assistance notes and/or the Environmental Eval-
uation (CPA-52). 

Most of the strategies required by the KICT are clear and concise.  Typical mitigation consideration 
measures may require covering or minimizing disturbance of large bulk material piles; a permit may be 
required in extreme instances.  Often the mitigation considerations are geared toward management or 
operation of the conservation practice. 

Example 
MITIGATION CONSIDERATION & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Mitigation Considerations 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse effects to air 
quality for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, strategies listed below should be incorporated into the conservation 
plan, layout/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 

Practice Mitigation Consideration for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility 
(317) 

Handling and disturbance of large bulk material piles or lagoons can result in the entrainment 
of particles or the release of gases due to the exposure of a greater surface area of the mate-
rial to the air and airflow/wind. Minimizing the disturbance of large piles or lagoons, such as 
covering the area, limiting the surface area from which material is removed, and limiting the 
number of times the material is handled, and the duration of disturbance helps to mitigate 
these issues. 

 

In this example, the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) has a mitigation consideration that 
is necessary for operation and maintenance to minimize the potential for pollution.  Planners may then 
proceed to the other sections of the report for additional guidance.

 

There may be instances when the mitigation considerations for practice implementation notifies the plan-
ner to document the need for a landowner to obtain special permissions or a permit (see CAAM Mitiga-
tion Consideration and Permit Requirement Protocol below).  This would occur when the KICT rec-
ognizes a practice-air quality zone combination(s) that could have significant potential adverse effects to 
air quality.  Planners should always document this in the conservation assistance notes and, on the CPA-
52.  Refer to the section of this module entitled Documentation of Clean Air Act Module Compliance on 
the EE (CPA-52) for more information. 
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Example 

MITIGATION CONSIDERATION & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Mitigation Considerations 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse effects to air qual-
ity for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, strategies listed below should be incorporated into the conservation plan, lay-
out/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 

Practice Mitigation Consideration for Practice Implementation 

Prescribed Burning 
(338) 

Agricultural fires for weed, disease, or pest control and controlled burns for forest, orchard, na-
tive grassland or wildlife management may require a permit in the Louisville Metro Area. The 
materials to be burned are limited to brush, timber, wood, grasses, and other plant materials. 
Approval by the local fire protection district and, in some cases, the Soil & Water Conservation 
District may be required. A burn plan is required for controlled burns that do not qualify as agri-
cultural burns; and no fires shall be conducted when the average wind speed is greater than 15 
miles per hour. 

 

In this example, Prescribed Burning (338) has the potential to adversely affect air quality in a sensitive air 
quality zone.  The mitigation consideration informs the planner that a permit is required for specific actions 
and dictates how the controlled burn should be conducted.  See Section B of the report for more infor-
mation. 

 

Section B - Effect Determination of the report is the determination of the project based on practice im-
plementation and application of any mitigation consideration. There are two possible determinations: 

1. No effect  
2. May effect 

1) No Effect (NE) 

This finding occurs under two circumstances.  The first is when the KICT determined that the project is 
not located within a sensitive air quality zone and informs the planner to document the investigation ac-
cording to policy. In the second possibility, the project is located within a sensitive air quality zone, but 
the practices selected and evaluated do not affect air quality. When this is the final determination, there 
will be no mitigation considerations identified in Section A. 

Example  
B.  Effect Determination 
The activities described have a No Effect (NE) determination on areas protected under the Clean Air Act. This de-
termination should be considered and recorded in all environmental documentation. If other practices are added 
or quantities, locations, or other significant changes occur prior to installation, conservation planners should re-
vise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
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2) May Affect (MA) 

This effect determination indicates that there are potential effects (adverse or beneficial) due to installation 
of one or more conservation practices.  Mitigation considerations may or may not be associated with this 
type of report. 

Example 
B.  Effect Determination 
The activities described have a May Effect (MA) determination on areas protected under the Clean Air Act. This 
determination should be considered and recorded in all environmental documentation. If other practices are 
added or quantities, locations, or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners 
should revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 

 

CAAM Mitigation Considerations and Permit Requirement Protocol 

Occasionally, planned practices may require a permit prior to implementation.  The KICT report will 
inform planners if a conservation practice requires a permit when it occurs in a sensitive air quality zone.  
If conservation planners encounter this situation, the field office protocol is as follows: 

Example 

MITIGATION CONSIDERATION & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Mitigation Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse effects to air qual-
ity for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, strategies listed below should be incorporated into the conservation plan, lay-
out/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 

Practice Mitigation Consideration for Practice Implementation 

Prescribed Burning (338) 
This activity may require a permit during certain times and under certain conditions.  Cli-
ents should check with local air quality regulations to ensure this activity meets air quality 
standards, regulations and local laws. 

 

1. Determine if there are any other available alternatives that achieve the same purpose to avoid permit-
ting actions via practice substitutions, differing locations, or other appropriate method. 

2. Inform the landowner that a permit must be obtained to implement or maintain the identified conser-
vation practice.   

3. Provide the landowner with appropriate contacts including: http://air.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx 
4. Document the method of transferring the information to the client in the assistance notes.  It is the 

responsibility of the client to obtain necessary permits prior to implementation. In most instances 
practices should not be implemented without the necessary permit(s). 

5. Continue planning. 
 
 
 
 

http://air.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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Example  

MITIGATION CONSIDERATION & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Mitigation Considerations 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse effects to air 
quality for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, strategies listed below should be incorporated into the conservation 
plan, layout/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 
Practice Mitigation Consideration for Practice Implementation 

Prescribed Burning 
(338) 

Agricultural fires for weed, disease, or pest control and controlled burns for forest, orchard, 
native grassland or wildlife management may require a permit in the Louisville Metro Area. 
The materials to be burned are limited to brush, timber, wood, grasses, and other plant 
materials. Approval by the local fire protection district and, in some cases, the Soil & Water 
Conservation District may be required. A burn plan is required for controlled burns that do 
not qualify as agricultural burns; and no fires shall be conducted when the average wind 
speed is greater than 15 miles per hour. 

 

 
If this mitigation consideration occurs, and no alternatives are feasible or available, document the possible 
need for a permit in the conservation assistance notes. Inform the client to visit: https://louis-
villeky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district for more information.  Document this information 
in the conservation assistance notes and proceed with planning. 

Potential Benefits to Air Quality 

The Potential Benefits to Air Quality section of the report lists possible benefits to air quality that could 
be realized by the submitted conservation practices.  A benefit to air quality is defined in this module as 
reducing current emissions or assistance in maintaining levels of attainment under current air quality 
standards.  Not every benefit may be applicable to every instance of a resource-practice combination.  
Planners will need to determine which benefits apply to which circumstances.  Sometimes multiple bene-
fits may apply to a single practice, while other times no benefits may apply. Because planning conditions 
and resource concerns are so varied, the benefits are expressed as generalized statements and leave their 
interpretation open to the user.  It is important to remember that potential benefits are contingent upon 
proper application and maintenance of practices according to the NRCS standard and implementation of 
any mitigation considerations. 

Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO AIR QUALITY 
If mitigation considerations are implemented as outlined, the following practices may provide beneficial contribu-
tions to air quality in the air quality zone identified in this report: 
Practice Potential Benefit 

Nutrient Management (590) 
This practice could result in the reduction of emissions of PM, VOC, and/or 
NOx in areas that are currently in zones of non-attainment or other sensitive 
areas. 

 

In the example above the practice provides a potential benefit by potentially reducing a criteria pollutant 
in a sensitive air quality zone.   

https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district
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Kentucky Interagency Coordination Tool CAAM Report Decision Process 
 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the KY In-

teragency Coordination Tool (KICT) and generate a 
Clean Air Act module report. 

STOP. The determi-
nation is No Effect 

(NE) to a non-attain-
ment area under the 
Clean Air Act.  Select 
“No Effect” and refer-
ence the KICT report. 
Maintain the KICT re-

port and continue 
planning. 

Yes 

Where appropriate and 
feasible, can the strat-
egies identified be im-

plemented and/or land-
owners informed of the 

necessity to obtain 
permits for emission if 

applicable? 

Does the Potential 
Impact Information 

section of the 
CAAM KICT report 

identify that the 
project occurs in 

an area of special 
concern (non-at-
tainment, etc.)? 

STOP. The re-
source is not pre-

sent. Enter “No Ef-
fect” on the CPA-
52. Document and 
maintain the KICT 
printout and con-
tinue planning.  

Does Mitigation 
Consideration & 

Effect Determina-
tion of the KICT re-
port state that the 
practices will have 
no effect (NE) on 
the Clean Air Act? 

Are there alterna-
tive practices that 
can be utilized in 

lieu of the 
planned prac-
tice(s) that re-

quire permitting 
or cannot be im-

plemented? 

Enter the alternative practices 
into the KICT and re-evaluate 
the affects by repeating the 

process. 

No 

No Yes 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

STOP. The determina-
tion is May Affect (MA) 
to an area protected un-

der the Clean Air Act.   
Select “May Effect” and 
reference the KICT re-
port. Maintain the KICT 

report and continue 
planning. 

STOP. The determination is May Affect (MA) to a 
non-attainment area under the Clean Air Act. Select 

“May Effect” and indicate “See attached report” on the 
CPA-52 and reference the KICT report. Maintain the 
report and continue planning. If permits are required, 

inform landowners that they will be responsible for ob-
taining permits prior to implementation and further 

technical assistance. If avoidance is not practical or 
feasible, consult the NEPA coordinator for alternate 

avoidance measures. Inform the landowner of the po-
tential risks for pollution. Document on the conserva-

tion assistance notes. 

STOP. The determination is 
May Affect (MA) because 
it is potentially beneficial to 

an area protected under 
the Clean Air Act. Select 

“May Effect” and reference 
the KICT report. Maintain 
the report and continue 
planning. Document any 
benefits as appropriate. 

Are mitigation consider-
ations identified in the 
Mitigation Considera-
tion & Effect Determi-
nation section of the 

KICT report? 

No 

Yes 

No 



40 

Documentation of Clean Air Act Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Clean Air Act SEC on the Environmental Evalua-
tion (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which 
it represents. To document the results of this module for NRCS-controlled actions, utilize the following 
process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the Environmental Evalua-
tion (CPA-52) are also on the general information section of the KICT report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the project occurs in a sensitive air quality zone.  The zone will be listed in 
Section I of the KICT CAAM report.  Identify that zone (if any) in the benchmark column, Section G, 
of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). 

   

 
Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of No Action in the zone identified in Step 2 in Section J of 
the CPA-52. Current management practices may or may not affect air quality. In the example below, it 
was determined that the no action may affect air quality. 

 
 

 

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.

FS1 FS-2
This  project occurs within a 
criteria pollutant non-
attainment zone

Guide Sheet

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged chemical and 
nutrient application for crop 
production could exacerbate 
formation of VOC in area.

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

May Effect
Refer to the CAA KICT Report 
entitled XYZ. Avoidance 
measures will be implemented 
as outlined in report.  Benefits 
include potential reduced 
emmision of VOC.

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
●Clean Air Act

J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns
Alternative 2Alternative 1No Action

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

FS1 FS-2
This  project occurs within a 
criteria pollutant non-
attainment zone

Guide Sheet

  
 
 

 
   

    
    

   
    

  
 
 

  
    

  
 
 

 
      

   
    

      
   

  

  
    

G.  Special Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

  
    

●Clean Air Act
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing the Re-
quired Strategies and Effect Determination (Section B) of the KICT CAAM report and locating the de-
termination box as shown below. 

  
OR 

  

 

Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of re-
port obtained from the KICT CAAM (step 4, above). 

 
 

Step 6 – Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the Envi-
ronmental Evaluation or refer to the KICT report (by name) and maintain the report with the CPA-52. 
However, required avoidance measures must be identified either under the alternative or in Section L of 
the CPA-52. 
 

 
AND/OR 

 

FS1 FS-2
This  project occurs within a 
criteria pollutant non-
attainment zone

Guide Sheet

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged chemical and 
nutrient application for crop 
production could exacerbate 
formation of VOC in area.

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

May Effect
Refer to the CAA KICT Report 
entitled XYZ. Avoidance 
measures will be implemented 
as outlined in report.  Benefits 
include potential reduced 
emmision of VOC.

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
●Clean Air Act

J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns
Alternative 2Alternative 1No Action

FS1 FS-2
This  project occurs within a 
criteria pollutant non-
attainment zone

Guide Sheet

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged chemical and 
nutrient application for crop 
production could exacerbate 
formation of VOC in area.

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

May Effect
Refer to the CAA KICT Report 
entitled XYZ. Avoidance 
measures will be implemented 
as outlined in report.  Benefits 
include potential reduced 
emmision of VOC.

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
●Clean Air Act

J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns
Alternative 2Alternative 1No Action

Not applicable Mitigation considerations  for the CAA 
include minimizing unnecessary 
disturbance and covering, when 
feasible, large bulk piles of materials.

L.  Mitigation
(Record actions to avoid, 
minimize, and compensate)
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Step 7 – It is highly recommended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the 
Additional Notes section of the CPA-52 as shown below. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

R.1

District Conservationist 28-May-13

R.  rationale Supporting the Finding

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, 
Special Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and 
based on that made the finding indicated above.

R.2

(20) Implementing soil control measures on existing agricultural lands, such as grade stabilization structures (pipe drops), 
sediment basins, terraces, grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian forest buffer, and critical area planting; 

Findings Documentation

(19) Undertaking minor agricultural practices to maintain and restore ecological conditions in floodplains after a natural 
disaster or on lands impacted by human alteration. Examples of these practices include: mowing, haying, grazing, fencing, 
offstream watering facilities, and invasive species control which are undertaken when fish and wildlife are not breeding, 
nesting, rearing young, or during other sensitive timeframes; 

Additional Notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to KICT report dated 2/7/2013 entitled Ima Farmer F123 T456

Fin L. Signer
S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Applicable Categorical 
Exclusion(s)
(more than one may 
apply) 

7 CFR Part 650 Compliance 
With NEPA , subpart 650.6 
Categorical Exclusions  states 
prior to determining that a 
proposed action is 
categorically excluded under 
paragraph (d) of this section, 
the proposed action must 
meet six sideboard criteria.  
See NECH 610.116.
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VI. CLEAN WATER ACT & WATERS OF THE US MODULE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THIS MODULE IS UNDER DEVELOPMENT 
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VII. NHPA CULTURAL RESOURCES MODULE  

Cultural Resources Module (CRM) Description 
 
Cultural resources refer to historic, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the human environment and can in-
clude historic or archaeological sites. It is broader than ‘historic properties’ and may incorporate broader 
cultural or natural elements of the human environment. National NRCS policy should always be followed 
when handling cultural resource issues.  Refer to the policy located at:  GM_420_401 - Part 401 - Cultural 
Resources (Archeological and Historic Properties). 
 
Potential adverse impacts to cultural resources are described fully in the programmatic consultation doc-
ument in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice 
Effects on Cultural Resources for Planning and Program Implementation.  These impacts were deter-
mined as the ways cultural resources could be negatively affected by the methods in which the practice 
was installed, operated, or maintained.   

Conservation planners must determine if planned conservation practices will impact any cultural re-
sources.  Their findings are to be documented on the NRCS Environmental Evaluation form (CPA-52).  
To help conservation planners in making these determinations, the Cultural Resources Module (CRM) 
was developed to determine the effects (based on a programmatic agreement) to known cultural resources 
and areas that have high potential for the existence of cultural resources. The report generated is proof of 
compliance with the National Historic Preservation Act.  The information regarding potential impacts may 
be utilized to document avoidance, as applicable. 

It is important to realize that a report indicating a protected resource may be affected by practice installa-
tion does not necessarily indicate that the resource is present or adjacent to the AOI.  This threshold of 
suitability is based upon several factors and the best professional judgment and knowledge from all the 
agencies involved. Likewise, it is important to understand that even if the KICT indicates there are no 
known cultural resources within the AOI, it does not preclude the existence of such resources. If during 
the implementation of a conservation plan cultural resources are discovered, all work MUST be immedi-
ately stopped, and contact the Cultural Resource Specialist (CRS). National NRCS policy requires the 
CRS to assess inadvertent discoveries and contact the appropriate agencies within 48 hours. 

This module identifies potential impacts to known cultural resources which may be located above or below 
ground.  Unlike previous programmatic agreements, which looked at only ground disturbing activities, 
this module addresses historic resources and landscapes as well.  The tool uses known locations of re-
sources and areas within the Commonwealth that have been surveyed based on data from the Office of 
State Archaeology and the Kentucky Heritage Council.  This data is updated regularly and in real time 
transferred to the KICT.  

Resources have been grouped into eight classes that correspond to the type of resource that could poten-
tially be affected.  These classes are described in the document Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice 
Effects on Cultural Resources for Conservation Planning and Program Implementation (see Section II of 
the eFOTG).  It is not necessary for planners to be familiar with details of classes, but this information 
assists with review, if needed, and prevents sensitive information from being disclosed.  The class of 
resource present is identified in the KICT CRM report. 

https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17073
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17073
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/KY/Final-CR-Matrix-2016.pdf
https://efotg.sc.egov.usda.gov/references/public/KY/Final-CR-Matrix-2016.pdf
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Interpreting the National Historic Preservation Act & Cultural Resources Module 
(CRM) Results 

The following sections detail and provide examples of how cultural resource reports will be provided to 
planners. To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information pro-
vided and, if necessary, convey that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, 
or maintenance of conservation practices. This is information will be vital to determine the documentation 
required to follow the NRCS NEPA process. 

Cultural Resources Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts to cultural resources are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces 
and are included to allow planners and clients to understand why the avoidance strategies (if any) are 
required.  They are grouped into four broad categories by the KICT.  Any of these impacts may apply to 
any of the eight classes of identified cultural resources.  Multiple impacts may apply to a single resource 
because of practice installation, and several may apply to multiple practices.  The basic impact categories 
are as follows: 

1. crushing, trampling, or direct disturbance through earthmoving or other activity 
2. physically altering, defacing, disturbing, or damaging an existing surface 
3. visual obscurement 
4. landuse change or conversion 

One or more of these potential impacts could appear on cultural resource reports. The following are ex-
amples of possible outcomes on the KICT report. 

 

If there are no known cultural resources or potential adverse impacts affecting the AOI, the KICT output 
in Section I will state the following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted for review may contain the following classes of cultural resources: 

None 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that one or more of these cultural resource classes 
could be affected as a result of installation of one or more conservation practices. 
None 

 

This output indicates that there are no known cultural resources potentially affected by the practices and 
the planner may document and proceed. 
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Cultural resources are identified as potentially affected as follows: 
 
Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted for review may contain the following classes of cultural resources: 

Class 1, 4 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that one or more of these cultural resource classes 
could be affected as a result of installation of one or more conservation practices. 
There is a potential to adversely affect a surface or subsurface cultural resource(s) through direct or indirect crushing 
via earthmoving, fill placement, trampling or disturbance by human activity, livestock, or equipment. 

 

This example shows that there are two known classes of cultural resources with a potentially adverse im-
pact associated with the installation of the practice(s).  Planners need to proceed to the following sec-
tions of the report to determine how to avoid this potential impact. 

 

Example 
Cultural resources are identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts: 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
The area submitted for review may contain the following classes of cultural resources: 
Class 7 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that one or more of these cultural resource classes 
could be affected as a result of installation of one or more conservation practices. 

None 
 

This indicates that there are cultural resources within or near the APE. However, the practice(s) selected 
have no potential adverse effect to the resources.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the 
report to review any other relevant information. 

Cultural Resources Avoidance Measures  

It is critical that planners and landowners understand that the strategies listed in Required Strategies & 
Effect Determination, Section A are required to receive federal technical and financial assistance.  These 
strategies are avoidance measures to prevent or minimize the risk for adversely affecting cultural resources 
in a location.  

If avoidance measures are required, these strategies must become part of the specifications for conserva-
tion practices (i.e. the conservation plan). How these specifications are provided to the client is up to the 
conservation planner.  One strategy would be to incorporate them into the customization of job sheets 
used in conservation planning.  These measures could be listed in the “Additional Recommendations” or 
“Additional Notes” sections of those documents. Also, consider documenting how these strategies were 
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provided to clients in either the conservation assistance notes and/or the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-
52). 

It is important to realize that in most cases where cultural resources are indicated as potentially present, 
potential adverse effects are likely to occur when practices involve ground disturbing activities, creation 
of new agricultural lands, or large and broad scale projects such as landuse change.   

Most of the strategies required by the KICT are clear and concise.  Typical avoidance measures may 
require planners to place practices a certain distance away from an area or may require further considera-
tion by the Cultural Resources Specialist.  The additional strategies for practice implementation are found 
in the Required Strategies & Effect Determination, Section A of the KICT CRM report as shown below. 
Planners may then proceed to the other sections of the report for additional guidance. 

Example 
REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse effects 
to protected resources. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the conservation plan, layout and/or 
specifications. 
Practice  Required Strategies for Practice Implementation 

N/A None 
 

If the KICT determines that there are strategies required to be implemented to comply with Section 106 
of NHPA, the table lists practices in the left column and the required strategy(s) adjacent to the practice.  
All strategies must be implemented as applicable.  

 

Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse 
effects to protected resources. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the conservation plan, layout 
and/or specifications. 
Practice  Required Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Pond (378) 
This practice shall not be implemented within 100 feet of the edge of any rock 
overhangs, caves or similar rock outcroppings.  This includes placement of fill 
and/or debris resulting from this or other associated practices. 

 

In this example, the conservation practice Pond (378) would have an avoidance measure that is necessary 
for implementation. In general, if any avoidance measure cannot be performed, contact the Cultural Re-
sources Specialist (CRS) for further guidance. 
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There are instances when the Required Strategies for Practice Implementation requires that planners con-
tact the Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS).  This would occur when resources are identified and the 
KICT recognizes a practice-resource combination(s) that could have significant potential adverse effects 
that may be unavoidable.  In these instances, coordination with the Cultural Resources Specialist would 
be required. 

Example  
REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse 
effects to protected resources. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the conservation plan, layout 
and/or specifications. 
Practice  Required Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Livestock Pipeline (516) 
This practice shall not be implemented within 100 feet of the edge of any rock 
overhangs, caves or similar rock outcroppings.  This includes placement of fill 
and/or debris resulting from this or other associated practices. 

Wetland Creation (658) Coordination with the Cultural Resources Specialist is required prior to practice 
implementation.   

 

In this example, a created wetland has the potential to adversely affect a resource.  Therefore, unless 
alternative practices are available, coordination with the CRS is required.  This message may often occur 
with other avoidance strategies identified for other conservation practices.  All avoidance measures for 
the other practices must be implemented in addition to the coordination required with the CRS.  However, 
the CRS may alter or remove the requirement based on other information.  See the Effect Determination 
(tentative), Section B of the report for more information. 

Effect Determination (tentative)  
Section B  

This section of the report is the official Effect Determination. The determination is only tentative because 
while the KICT will identify an effect, the final effect determination provided by the CRS may differ and 
would supersede the KICT determination. This section of the report is the Effect Determination based on 
practice implementation and application of any required avoidance measures. There are four possible de-
terminations.  They are as follows: 

1. No finding 
2. No effect (NE) 
3. Not likely to adversely affect (NLAA) 
4. May adversely affect (MAA) 

 
 
 
 
 

 



49 

Planner’s Note: 
It should be noted that regardless of the finding in Section B of the report, if protected cultural re-
sources are discovered or identified during implementation or construction, the Effect Determination 
must be re-evaluated. this determination is not effective. Planners must immediately cease the activity 
and contact your agency representative responsible for activities under NEPA the Cultural Resources 
Specialist (CRS).    

 
1.  No Finding (of resources) 

When there are no resources found near or within the AOI, the Effect Determination, Section B of the 
KICT CRM report will state the following: 

Example 

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

No further requirement under the National Historic Preservation Act is necessary at this time. Proceed with plan-
ning and implementation. Maintain a copy of this report as documentation of investigation according to NRCS pol-
icy. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation con-
servation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
NOTE: If resources are discovered during implementation, immediately cease activities and contact the Cultural 
Resources Specialist. 

 

2. No Effect (NE) 

If resources are found near or within the AOI, but the practices do not affect the resource, the following 
finding will occur in the report: 

Example 

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

It has been determined that the activities described are considered to have No Effect (NE) to known protected 
cultural resources. No further requirement under Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act is neces-
sary at this time. Proceed with planning and implementation. Maintain a copy of this report as documentation of 
investigation according to NRCS policy. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant 
changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
NOTE: If resources are discovered during implementation, immediately cease activities and contact the Cultural 
Resources Specialist. 
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3. Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) 

Example  

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

If all the required additional strategies listed above are implemented, the activities described are considered Not 
Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) any known protected cultural resources. No further requirement under Section 
106 of the National Historic Preservation Act is necessary at this time. Proceed with planning and implementation. 
Maintain a copy of this report as documentation of investigation according to NRCS policy. If other practices are 
added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must 
revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 

NOTE: If any of the required strategies listed above cannot be implemented, or the strategy specifically requires 
coordination with the NRCS Cultural Resources Specialist the proposed practice is determined as May Adversely 
Affect (MAA). Contact the Cultural Resources Specialist prior to proceeding with implementation. If resources are 
discovered during implementation, immediately cease activities and contact the Cultural Resources Specialist. 

 

In this example, the KICT has identified a class of cultural resource(s) that could have potential adverse 
effects by installation of one or more conservation practices.  However, if the avoidance measures identi-
fied in the report are implemented those adverse impacts may be avoided.  Planners should document the 
evaluation according to policy and ensure that the avoidance measures are incorporated into plans and 
specifications provided to landowners. Planners may proceed with the planning process.  If avoidance 
measures cannot be incorporated or alternative practices implemented, coordination with the Cultural Re-
sources Specialist is required. 

4.  May Adversely Affect (MAA) 

Example  

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

One or more planned practices May Adversely Affect (MAA) a known cultural resource. If alternative practices are 
available, enter those practices and generate a new report. Otherwise, contact the Cultural Resources Specialist 
prior to practice implementation to avoid adverse effects. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or 
other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data ac-
cordingly. 

NOTE: Contact the NRCS Cultural Resources Specialist; this determination may change. 
 

This Effect Determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that need to be re-
viewed by the CRS prior to implementation.  An avoidance measure is shown in Section A of the report 
as Coordination with the Cultural Resources Specialist is required prior to practice implementation. 
Therefore, unless alternative practices are available, coordination with the CRS is required.  This deter-
mination may often occur with other avoidance strategies identified for other conservation practices.  
Where reports are generated that include other avoidance measures and the requirement for CRS coordi-
nation, the CRS may review and waive all or part of the requirements on the report or may provide further 
requirements or guidance.  Planners should follow the review process outlined below. 
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Cultural Resource Specialist Review and Consultation Screening Protocol 

By NRCS policy, the State Conservationist conducts consultation regarding compliance with the NHPA. 
The CRS is designated by the State Conservationist to address cultural resource issues, compliance in 
those issues, and be the liaison for consultation. The CRS works with conservation planners to determine 
what coordination is necessary to meet NRCS obligations under the NHPA. If consultation is required and 
unavoidable, planners will contact the CRS.  When conservation planners encounter this situation, the 
field office protocol is as follows: 

1. Determine if there are any other available alternatives to avoid consultation via practice sub-
stitutions, differing locations, or other appropriate method. 

2. After alternative practices have been exhausted, or if they are not available, or if the avoidance 
measure specifically requires consultation, stop the planning process. 

3. Locally save a copy of the KICT report and complete the KICT CR Review Request form 
with any additional relevant information. A digital KICT CR Review Request form may be 
found on the KICT website, the NRCS SharePoint site, or in Section II of the Field Office 
Technical Guide.  

4. Email the KICT CR Review Request form and the KICT report information to the Cultural 
Resources Specialist. 

5. The KICT CR Request form will be returned via email with a result. The CRS may take one 
or more actions including approving the project as planned, requesting additional information, 
scheduling a site visit, approving the project through discussion with SHPO, or other appro-
priate action.  Retain the signed CR Review Request form as proof of compliance and docu-
mentation along with the other environmental compliance documents. 

If the issue cannot be resolved and consultation is required: 

• Obtain client’s permission to consult  
• Schedule a site visit with NRCS/CRS/landowner or decision maker and any other appro-

priate stakeholders 
• CRS begins consultation with State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) as applicable 
• If it is determined that an adverse effect cannot be avoided, the SHPO works with NRCS 

to develop a MOA to resolve any adverse effects to cultural resources 
• Other appropriate action as determined in the consultation process 
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KICT Cultural Resources Report Decision Diagram 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the 

KY Interagency Coordination Tool (KICT) and 
generate a cultural resources report. 

STOP. The determi-
nation is No Effect 
(NE) to cultural re-
sources.  Select 

“No Effect” and re-
fer to the KICT 

CRM report. Main-
tain the report and 
continue planning.  

Yes Yes 

STOP. The determina-
tion is Not Likely to 
Adversely Affect 

(NLAA).  Select “May 
Affect” and refer to the 

KICT CRM report.  
Maintain the report and 
continue planning.   Ad-
here to KICT guidance 

to avoid adverse ef-
fects to cultural re-

sources.   

Does the Poten-
tial Impact Sec-
tion of the KICT 

cultural re-
sources report 
identify one or 

more classes of 
cultural re-

sources that 
could be affected 
by installation of 

conservation 
practices? 

STOP. The re-
source is not pre-
sent.  Select “No 

Effect” and refer to 
the KICT CRM re-
port. Maintain the 

report and continue 
planning.  

No 

Does the Required 
Strategies & Effect 

Determination, 
Section B of the 
KICT cultural re-
sources report 

state that the prac-
tices will have no 
effect (NE) to any 
known cultural re-

source? 

Are there alterna-
tive practices that 
can be utilized in 

lieu of the 
planned prac-
tice(s) that re-
quire coordina-

tion or cannot be 
implemented? 

STOP. The determina-
tion is May Adversely 

Affect (MAA) cultural re-
sources.  Contact the 

Cultural Resources Spe-
cialist (CRS) via state 

policy and procedure for 
further assistance. This 
determination is subject 

to change depending 
upon CRS review. 

Enter the alter-
native practices 
into the KICT 

and re-evaluate 
the affects by 
repeating the 

process. 

No 

All the required avoid-
ance measures listed in 
Section A of the KICT 
report apply and none 

of the avoidance 
measures require coor-
dination with the Cul-
tural Resources Spe-

cialist. 

No Yes Yes No 

Review the section of this document entitled Documentation of Cultural Resources 
Module Compliance for more information in completion of the Environmental Evalua-
tion (CPA-52). Note that if any cultural resources are discovered during implementation, 
regardless of previous Effect Determinations, all work MUST be stopped, and the CRS 
contacted. 
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Documentation of Cultural Resources Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Cultural Resources SEC on the Environmental Eval-
uation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which 
it represents. To document the results of this module for NRCS-controlled actions, utilize the following 
process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on the CPA-52, Section H are also listed in 
the Potential Impact Section of the KICT CRM report. Note: if multiple alternatives are developed involv-
ing different conservation practices, multiple reports should be run. 

 

 

 

Step 2 – Determine if any resources are present within the AOI by reviewing Potential Impact Information 
section of the KICT CRM report and documenting it in Section G (benchmark column) of the CPA-52. 

 

 
  

 

Step 3 – If resources are present, determine and describe the effects of No Action on the CPA-52 in 
Section J.  

 

●Cultural Resources / Historic 
Properties

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT indicates that Class VII 
CR may exist within or near the 
PLU

No Effect
Current Management activities 
will likely have little or no effect 
on any CR that could potentially 
exist since no new ground 
disturbing or renovations to 
existing structures will occur.

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
●Cultural Resources / Historic 
Properties

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT indicates that Class VII 
cultural resources may exist 
within or near the site.
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report for each developed alternative by reviewing the Effect Determination 
section of the KICT CRM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

Report Type EE (CPA-52) 
Determination 

MAA  

 

May Effect 

NLAA 

 

May Effect 

NE 

 

No Effect 

no finding of re-
sources 

 

No Effect 

 

Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the KICT CRM as shown in Step 4. 

 

Step 6 – Planners should describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-
52.  Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and attach it to the CPA-52 as supporting 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

●Cultural Resources / Historic 
Properties

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT indicates that Class VII 
CR may exist within or near the 
PLU

May EffectNo Effect
Current Management activities 
will likely have little or no effect 
on any CR that could potentially 
exist since no new ground 
disturbing or renovations to 
existing structures will occur.
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information. However, it is highly recommended that the required avoidance measures be identified under 
either the Alternative in Section J or Mitigation in Section L. 
 

 

AND/OR 

 
 

Step 7 – Ensure that the KICT CRM report name appears on the CPA-52.  Note:  It is highly recommended 
that planners also record the date and name of the KICT CRM report in the Additional Notes section of 
the CPA-52 as shown below. 

 
 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

R.1

District Conservationist 28-May-13

R.  rationale Supporting the Finding

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, 
Special Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and 
based on that made the finding indicated above.

R.2

(20) Implementing soil control measures on existing agricultural lands, such as grade stabilization structures (pipe drops), 
sediment basins, terraces, grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian forest buffer, and critical area planting; 

Findings Documentation

(19) Undertaking minor agricultural practices to maintain and restore ecological conditions in floodplains after a natural 
disaster or on lands impacted by human alteration. Examples of these practices include: mowing, haying, grazing, fencing, 
offstream watering facilities, and invasive species control which are undertaken when fish and wildlife are not breeding, 
nesting, rearing young, or during other sensitive timeframes; 

Additional Notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to KICT report dated 2/7/2013 entitled Ima Farmer F123 T456

Fin L. Signer
S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Applicable Categorical 
Exclusion(s)
(more than one may 
apply) 

7 CFR Part 650 Compliance 
With NEPA , subpart 650.6 
Categorical Exclusions  states 
prior to determining that a 
proposed action is 
categorically excluded under 
paragraph (d) of this section, 
the proposed action must 
meet six sideboard criteria.  
See NECH 610.116.

●Cultural Resources / Historic 
Properties

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT indicates that Class VII 
CR may exist within or near the 
PLU

May Effect
Refer to the KICT CR report 
entitled XYZ .  Refer to Section L 
for required avoidance measures

No Effect
Current Management activities 
will likely have little or no effect 
on any CR that could potentially 
exist since no new ground 
disturbing or renovations to 
existing structures will occur.

L.  Mitigation
(Record actions to avoid, 
minimize, and compensate)

To avoid impacts to CR, no 
conservation practices will be 
implemented within 100 feet of caves or 
rock shelters.
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VIII. ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT AND BALD & GOLDEN 
EAGLE PROTECTION ACT MODULE 

Endangered Species Act Module/Bald and Golden Eagle Module (ESAM) Description 

The ESA module was designed to provide reports to users based on several criteria.  First, the planner 
identifies an AOI and inputs conservation practices and the extents of those practices.  The KICT then 
compares this data to other information which includes known locations of species, the potential impacts 
of practices, habitat suitability, and agreed upon avoidance measures and requirements.  The KICT then 
provides a printable report to the user which outlines a conservation and avoidance strategy. 

Through partnership with the Frankfort Field Office of the USFWS and the Kentucky Nature Preserves 
Commission (KSNPC) a programmatic consultation for the federal-listed species that could be encoun-
tered during planning and other non-project activities was developed.  During this process, all conserva-
tion practices in Kentucky were reviewed for their potential effects on current federal-listed species in the 
State.  Determinations were made as to whether the practices were likely to have no effect, an adverse 
effect, or a beneficial effect, and in the cases of potential adverse effects, how those effects could be 
avoided. 

The report generated is proof of compliance with the ESA.  The information may be utilized to document 
impact avoidance or benefit as applicable. It is important to realize that a report indicating a protected 
resource may be affected by practice installation does not necessarily indicate that the resource is present 
or even adjacent the area of interest.  This threshold of suitability is based upon several factors and the 
best professional judgment and knowledge from all the agencies involved. 

Conversely, a report indicating that there are no known listed species affected by the conservation prac-
tices chosen does not necessarily indicate an absence of protected resources.  This simply means that there 
are no known occurrences, or it is unlikely a resource is present, and no resources are likely to be affected. 
Planners should always exercise common sense and practical knowledge when ascertaining an effect to a 
known resource regardless of the KICT report information.  If in doubt about a potential effect, contact 
the State Biologist. The information provided in the KICT report is based on the best current data available 
to the USFWS and the Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission (KSNPC).  Errors or gaps in this 
information and data can occur; therefore, planners should always check the site to determine suitability 
of habitat or resource presence through on-site analysis and best professional judgment. Responses pro-
vided by the KICT indicating the absence of species or resources may indicate that the area has not been 
surveyed, rather than confirmation that the area lacks critical habitat or species. Verification of the report 
information should always be performed on site.  

Interpreting the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and Bald & Golden Eagle Protection 
Act (BGEPA) Results  

To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and if 
necessary, convey that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or mainte-
nance of conservation practices.  This portion of the handbook outlines guidance for application for the 
KICT Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) module. 
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ESA & BGEPA and Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts are described fully in the programmatic consultation document in Section II of 
the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Threatened, 
Endangered, Candidate and Eagle Species for Planning and Program Implementation.  These impacts 
were determined as the basic ways species or habitats could be negatively affected by the methods in 
which a conservation practice was installed, operated, or maintained.   

Potential adverse impacts to listed species (not including eagles*) are grouped into eight broad categories. 
Any of these impacts may apply to any of the listed species.  Multiple impacts may apply to a single 
species and several may apply to multiple practices.  The basic impact categories are as follows: 

1. pollution of surface water 
2. pollution of ground water 
3. removal or addition of trees or tree cover (including alteration of light regimes) 
4. crushing, trampling, fire or other direct disturbance 
5. manipulation of water regimes 
6. changes in landuse 
7. chemical toxicity  
8.  introduction of invasives 

* Disturbance to nesting eagles may occur by: 
1. audible/visual disturbance 
2. permanent landuse, land cover, or similar habitat change  
3. application of pesticides, wastes, agricultural byproducts, or chemicals  

 
Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included to 
allow planners the ability to understand why the avoidance strategies (if any) are required.  The following 
are examples of possible outcomes. 
 
Example 1: 
Listed in the Potential Species and Impact Information section of the ESA module report, species are 
identified as potentially affected and will identify the species or list of species as follows: 
 

POTENTIAL SPECIES AND IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted for review may contain populations or critical habitat of: 

Indiana bat, Northern long-eared bat 

The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the 
conservation practices listed: 
There is a potential to adversely affect federally listed species by the removal or establishment of trees 
or tree cover. 
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This example shows that there is a known potentially adverse impact, tree removal, associated with the 
installation of the planned practices to two species (Indiana Bat and the Northern long-eared bat).  Plan-
ners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to determine how to avoid these potential im-
pacts. 

Example 2:  
Listed species are identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts: 

POTENTIAL SPECIES AND IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted for review may contain populations or critical habitat of: 

Indiana bat, Northern long-eared bat 
The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the conservation 
practices listed: 
None 

 

This indicates that even though there is a probability that two species (Indiana bat, Northern long-eared 
bat) exist in or near the AOI however, the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to the 
species.  Planners should then proceed to subsequent sections of the report to review any other relevant 
information. 

ESA & BGEPA Module Avoidance Measures and Required Conditions 

It is critical that planners and landowners understand that the strategies listed in Section II of the report 
are required to receive federal technical and financial assistance.  Since the avoidance of listed species 
may require thoughtful planning on the ground and timing of practice implementation, this process 
should be run as early in the planning process as possible.  Avoidance measures are strategies to avoid 
or minimize the risk for adversely affecting a species or habitat in a given location. In most instances, if 
the planner fully complies with NRCS standards, the additional measures outlined in the KICT are easily 
met.  There are over thirty different avoidance strategies that the KICT could require for any given practice 
for this module.  

Avoidance measures are provided to the planner and are for planners to implement.  If avoidance measures 
are required, these strategies must become part of the specifications for conservation practices (i.e. the 
conservation plan).  How these specifications are presented to the client is up to the conservation planner.  
One strategy would be to incorporate them into the customization of job sheets used in conservation plan-
ning.  These measures may be listed in the “Additional Recommendations” or “Additional Notes” sections 
of those documents and/or in the conservation plan narratives. Planners must document how these strat-
egies were provided to clients in either the conservation assistance notes and/or on the CPA-52. 

In in most cases where species are indicated as potentially affected, if the practices are installed in existing, 
active agricultural lands the adverse effects of the conservation practice are usually unlikely to occur and 
avoidance measures are easily implemented.  In fact, many of the required strategies are consistent with 
the general criteria found in the conservation practice standard.  It is more likely for potential adverse 
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effects to occur when practices involve land clearing activities, creation of new agricultural lands, areas 
of tree removal, aquatic habitat manipulation and other broad landuse changes.   

Most of the strategies required by the KICT are clear and concise.  Typical avoidance measures may 
require planners to place practices a certain distance away from a critical resource or implement them 
using only a certain methodology (e.g. mechanical vs. chemical application).  The list of additional strat-
egies for practice implementation is found in the Required Strategies and Effect Determination section of 
the KICT ESA report. 

The following pages show examples of potential outcomes from this module and are in the section entitled 
Required Strategies & Effect Determination. 

If the KICT determines there are no additional strategies required for a conservation practice(s), the Re-
quired Strategies will be shown as below: 

Example: 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

N/A None 
 

Planners may then proceed to the other sections of the report for additional guidance.  

 

If the KICT determines that there are strategies required to be implemented to comply with the ESA, the 
table contains practices in the left column and the required strategy(s) listed adjacent to the practice.  All 
strategies must be implemented as applicable.  If the module recommends avoidance strategies, they must 
always be included in the plan if they are applicable.  It is always prudent to remind clients of the required 
conditions of practice implementation even if at the time of implementation, the avoidance measures are 
not applicable. For example, implementation of a practice whose avoidance measure is tree removal, may 
not initially require tree removal. However, expansion of the practice may require the use of the avoidance 
measure. Also note that some avoidance measures are time-sensitive; planners will need to guide clients 
to insure they understand the requirements of an avoidance measure. 
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Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

Conduct any tree removal associated with this practice between November 15th and 
March 31st. Trees with a diameter at breast height (dbh) of less than 3 inches may 
be removed anytime during the year. No trees that exhibit exfoliating bark character-
istics such as shell and shag bark hickories and white oak species; or dead and dy-
ing trees with exfoliating bark, broken tree tops, splintered or split areas; trees with 
cavities or hollowed areas shall be removed during this period. 

 

 

Often there may be multiple practices identified to have the same avoidance measures.  In the following 
example, the conservation practice Fence (382) and Livestock Pipeline (516) would both have five re-
quirements or avoidance measures that are necessary for implementation. 

Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Livestock Pipeline 
(516), Fence (382) 

The use of construction equipment, green concrete or other pollutants including fuel and 
oil products within flowing streams or natural waterbodies during construction activities is 
prohibited.  Plan and install appropriate measures to minimize sediment and turbidity dur-
ing practice installation or application. 
During practice installation, implement measures to ensure that the transport of excess 
nutrients, sediments, pesticides or toxic substances to streams, wetlands and adjacent 
waterbodies does not occur. 

The placement or application of this practice shall not be within 50 feet of streams, wet-
lands or other permanent waterbodies. 

The removal or impacts to existing trees, shrubs or other native vegetation shall be avoided 
to the extent possible. 

 

 

Some strategies restrict implementation to certain areas or landuses.  Occasionally, the practice may list 
multiple landuses in separate strategies.  For example, the first strategy of a practice may state to be im-
plemented only in existing cropland.  The second strategy may state that the same practice can only be 
implemented in existing hayland, pastureland, or any grassland system.  On the surface, this may seem 
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contradictory.  What this refers to is all the landuses to which the practice may be applied.  Therefore, the 
practice is considered able to be implemented in any of those identified existing landuses and is not limited 
to one or the other.  In this example, the only landuse to which this practice would be excluded is for-
estland. 

Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Prescribed Grazing (528) 

Practice shall only be installed or applied to existing actively managed cropland and 
cropping systems. 
Practice shall only be installed or applied in existing actively managed pasture, hay-
land or other grassland system (this includes farm headquarters areas). 

 

 

There are a few required additional strategies for practice implementation that need special consideration.  
There are instances when one of the required additional strategies for practice implementation requires 
that planners consult with USFWS.  This would occur when listed species are identified and the KICT 
recognizes a practice-species combination(s) that could have significant potential adverse effects to listed 
species and those affects would be unavoidable.  In these instances, consultation is required. 

Example  

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Pond (378) Coordination or consultation with USFWS is required. Contact the NRCS State Biologist 
to initiate the consultation process. 

 

In this example, a pond has the potential to adversely affect a listed species or habitat.  Therefore, consul-
tation would be required.  Planners should then attempt to utilize alternative practices to avoid these po-
tential adverse impacts and run additional queries through the KICT and review the results.  If alternative 
practices are not available or yield the same result, consultation may be required.   

This message may often occur with other avoidance strategies identified for other conservation practices.  
If this message is received this means that the impact is not avoidable and the determination for the project 
is May Adversely Affect (MAA). 
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Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse 
effects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, con-
servation plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Prescribed Grazing 
(528) 

The placement or application of this practice shall not be within 50 feet of streams, wet-
lands or other permanent waterbodies. 

Pipeline (516) 
During practice installation, implement measures to ensure that the transport of excess 
nutrients, sediments, pesticides or toxic substances to streams, wetlands and adjacent 
waterbodies does not occur. 

Pond (378) Coordination or consultation with USFWS is required. Contact the NRCS State Biologist 
to initiate the consultation process. 

B. Effect Determination 
One or more planned practices May Adversely Affect (MAA) a known species. If alternative practices are available, 
enter those practices and generate a new report. Otherwise, contact the NRCS state biologist prior to practice 
implementation to avoid adverse effects. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant 
changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
NOTE:  Contact the NRCS State Biologist prior to implementation for ANY practice that is discovered to require 
incidental tree removal between April 1 and November 14  

 

Tree Removal Disclaimer 

The final ESA determination in Section B of the report also instructs the planner that any incidental tree 
removal associated with a practice installation is prohibited regardless of that specific avoidance measure 
identified above.  Most practices that could have ancillary tree removal have the avoidance measure iden-
tified in Section A.  However, there could be tree removal involved in almost any practice installation.  If 
unplanned tree removal is found to be required during practice installation and that practice does not have 
tree removal normally associated with it, the tree removal is subject to the same restrictions as other tree 
removal practices. 

 

Consultation Screening Protocol 

By NRCS policy, only the State Biologist may conduct consultation and Coordination may occur more 
frequently via the KICT ESA Review Request Form.  If conservation planners encounter this situation, 
the field office protocol is as follows: 

• Determine if there are any other available alternatives to avoid consultation via practice substitu-
tions, differing locations, or appropriate methods. 

• After alternative avoidance measures have been exhausted, or if alternatives are not available, stop 
the planning process.  
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• The field planner will complete the KICT ESA Review Request form with the additional infor-
mation such as rationale for noncompliance, report name, GPS coordinates, photos, etc. A digital 
KICT ESA Review Request form may be found on the KICT website or in Section II of the Field 
Office Technical Guide. This information will be forwarded to the State Biologist. 

• The State Biologist may take one or more actions including scheduling a site visit with 
NRCS/USFWS/landowner or decision maker, approving the project through discussion with 
USFWS, or other appropriate action.  See planner’s note below. 

• If USFWS will be included in a visit, the planner will be notified to obtain the decision maker’s 
signature on the consultation permission form. (This form is included within the KICT ESA Re-
view Request Form).  If consultation is refused by the landowner or they refuse the offered alter-
natives, planning assistance is suspended for the project.  

• If no resolution is acceptable, the State Biologist begins consultation with USFWS as applicable 
• A take permit is issued, or other appropriate action will be performed, as determined by the con-

sultation process.   

 

Inspection for Existing Mussel or Darter Populations for Stream Crossings or Other 
In-Stream Practices 

Special considerations may be necessary for some stream crossings and streambank protection measures.  
These activities have the potential to be some of the most beneficial NRCS conservation practices for 
many aquatic species, particularly native freshwater mussels.  However, if crossings are improperly lo-
cated or improperly designed in streams that contain mussels, they can be detrimental.  Frequently, cross-
ings are planned in an area of the stream where the streambed is the most stable and able to withstand 
frequent livestock or equipment traffic.  Unfortunately, these are often favorable areas to find existing 
mussel populations.  For that reason, it was decided to require inspection by trained personnel prior to 
implementation for these conservation practices. 

The KICT will provide an avoidance strategy requiring the planner to have the area inspected prior to 
implementation as follows: 

Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Stream Crossing (578) 
Inspection for mussel or darter populations by qualified NRCS, USFWS staff or approved 
contractors is required prior to practice installation; and project must be constructed in 
a manner to avoid any existing populations. 
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Required Inspection Protocol for Darter or Mussel Populations 

For the current version of the KICT, if this avoidance strategy is encountered, the protocol will be as 
follows:  

1. Complete the KICT ESA Review Request Form with additional information, such as photos, and the 
GPS coordinates of the proposed crossing location. This form may be found on the KICT website or in 
Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide.  

2. Submit, via email, the form to the State Biologist with the KICT report name, any pertinent information 
concerning site description, and the location map, photos, etc.  The State Biologist will refer the infor-
mation to the designated Farm Bill Partner Biologist who will make an appropriate recommendation to 
include one or more of the following: 

a. schedule a site visit 
b. inspect the site to determine potential presence or absence and recommend alternatives to 

the state biologist  
c. other appropriate action 

The State Biologist will coordinate with the USFWS (if necessary), the NRCS field office, and provide a 
final determination in writing via email. Planning should stop until the issue is resolved and planners 
should mark the SEC on the CPA-52 as “Needs Further Review”. Once approved, the email should be 
filed with other ESA compliance information in the client’s case file.  

NOTE:  USFWS and NRCS will provide training in the future to select area, field, and/or KDFWR staff 
to become certified to make a determination of avoidance for this practice thus eliminating the need to 
provide notification to the State Biologist or contact with USFWS for every encounter.  

Access Control and Fencing near Caves, Sinkholes and other Openings 

In instances where cave dwelling species exist, an avoidance measure like the one shown below may 
appear on the report.  

Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Access Control (472) 
If exclusion practices are planned at cave entrances or open throated sinkholes, con-
tact the NRCS biologist to coordinate the timing and implementation of this and any 
facilitating or component practices. 
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This avoidance measure is concerned with the placement of a structure that might inhibit the ability of a 
species to enter or exit the opening and/or alter the internal environment of the opening (airflow, water 
regimes, etc.).  Usually fences have no effects to these openings once constructed unless it is immediately 
in front of the entrance.  However, construction dates may need to be determined to coincide with periods 
of inactivity for the species (i.e. November to March for bats).  More elaborate structures may require 
additional measures. These structures are considered near if the site is within 50 meters of the opening. 

If planners receive this avoidance and caves or other openings are within 50 meters of the construction 
site, complete the KICT ESA Review Request Form and submit; include any pictures and GPS coordinates 
of the planned structure and opening.   Depending upon the situation, the State Biologist and USFWS will 
provide alternatives, approve the project without modification, or other appropriate action.  Depending 
upon workload, this may take time to complete so it should be submitted as early as possible in the 
planning process. 

Practices within 2.5 Miles of a Maternity Colony or within 5 Miles of a 
Hibernaculum 

Some practices planned within two and one-half miles of an Indiana or northern long-eared bat maternity 
colony, or 5 miles of a hibernaculum, require special consideration.  Practices that require tree removal 
(actual direct disturbance and felling of trees) and are implemented near documented roost sites will trig-
ger this alternative. The KICT will determine the proximity of the planned practices to known maternity 
colonies and hibernacula and provide a required alternative strategy that may instruct the planner (not the 
landowner) to contact the USFWS prior to implementation or “precautionary” coordination to avoid these 
sensitive sites.  

Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conser-
vation plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Firebreak (394) 

This practice occurs within an Indiana and/or northern long-eared bat maternity colony or hiber-
naculum area. The USFWS must be contacted prior to any tree removal associated with this prac-
tice. Additionally, any approved tree removal shall only be conducted between November 15th and 
March 31st. Coordinate with the KY NRCS State Biologist to avoid important trees/areas prior to 
removal. 

 

Hibernaculum and Maternity Review Protocol 

For the current version of the KICT, if this avoidance strategy is encountered, the protocol will be as 
follows: 

STEP 1 – After determining that the avoidance measures are not able to be implemented or alternative 
avoidance measures have been exhausted, field planners gather information and complete the KICT ESA 
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Review Request Form. A form may be found on the KICT website or in Section II of the Field Office 
Technical Guide.  

It is important to make sure the following is provided on the KICT ESA Review Request form and for-
warded to the State Biologist for review with the USFWS: 

a. Brief narrative description of the action and the reasoning of why the avoidance measures can-
not be implemented – Note:  Inconvenience is not a rationale. 

b. Location - GIS information/shapefile and latitude /longitude or coordinates 
c. Copy or name of the KICT report 
d. Amount and acreage of any tree removal 
e. Stand type (species and approximate average age) of trees 
f. Approximate date of implementation (early submittal for review is best) 
g. Any representative photos of area and trees to be removed or affected 
h. Any other relevant info requested or appropriate  
i. Copy of the USGS topographic map where AOI is located (optional) 

STEP 2 - The State Biologist will review and forward the information to the USFWS along with the 
completed KICT ESA Review Request Form. Depending upon the situation, the State Biologist and 
USFWS will provide alternatives, approve the project without modification, specify trees to be retained/re-
moved, or initiate consultation and provide the field office with compliance documentation.  Depending 
upon the workload, this may take time to complete so it should be submitted as early as possible in the 
planning process. 

Working with Eagles (BGEPA) 

Technically, eagles do not fall under the ESA but are subject to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) 
and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA).  For consistency in the KICT, eagles are con-
sidered in the same way as species under the ESA. The recommendations provided by the tool are derived 
from the National Eagle Management Guidelines.  This is a set of broad national recommendations used 
to advise landowners, land managers, and others who share public and private lands with bald eagles when 
and under what circumstances the protective provisions of the BGEPA may apply to their activities.   

When launching the KICT tool, the layer that shows the eagle nest locations is turned off by default; it is 
not necessary for the layer to be turned on for eagles to be considered by the tool.  The tool utilizes the 
locations even though the layer is turned off and not visible to the user.  To display eagle nest locations 
within the tool, click the Layers button and select Eagle Nests.  The user may be required to zoom in and 
reduce the scale to see the yellow dots that represent known eagle nest sites. 
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Note the yellow icons indicating known eagle nesting sites. These may be turned on and off by using the blue LAYERS button. 

Eagle management guidelines are 
based on known nest locations.  If 
practices are submitted that could 
affect a known eagle nest, the 
KICT will require additional 
strategies.  These strategies are 
designed to avoid audible or vis-
ual disturbance during the nest-
ing season. If a query is per-
formed and the report indicates 
that an eagle nest has the potential 
to be disturbed, the map should be 
utilized to determine the exact lo-
cation of the nest. Strategies re-
quired by the KICT will reference 

distances from the location indicated on this map.  This location should be transposed (where applicable 
or feasible) to any conservation plan maps. The strategies required should then be incorporated into plan 
specifications. Note the location of the eagle nest on the map above. In this example the known nest is 
west of the AOI.  

Most often the avoidance measures for eagles consist of altering the timing of practice installation.  Since 
breeding and nesting occurs in the winter and early spring the implementation of common practices should 
not be affected.  For the most part, conservation practices that are not directly in sight lines or cause 
audible disturbance within a specified distance from nests need not alter their implementation. The meas-
uring tool in the KICT may be useful to determine the nest distances from the planning unit.  The most 
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drastic alternative strategy is the creation of some permanent or temporary buffer between the practice 
and nest site using trees or other natural or man-made barrier.  This type of avoidance measure should be 
extremely rare. 

If practices or activities are determined to cause disturbance to eagles, the protocol for May Adversely 
Affect (MAA) to eagles will be the same for species listed under the ESA.  If the disturbance is unavoid-
able, refer to the consultation screening protocol for KICT ESA reviews.  

Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Forest Trails and Land-
ings (655) 

No clear cutting or removal of overstory trees within 330 feet of the nest at any time. Avoid 
timber harvesting operations, including road construction and chainsaw operations during 
the breeding season within 660 feet of the nest. All selective thinning and other silviculture 
management practices should be undertaken outside the breeding season (Eagle breeding 
season occurs February 1 through June 1). 

 

Refer to the section entitled Documentation of ESA/BGEPA Module Compliance to determine the 
method of documentation on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). 

ESA Final Effect Determinations 

The final Effect Determination is the end-result of the KICT query process.  It is in an enclosed box at the 
end of Section B in the module report entitled Effect Determination.  Planners do not have the ability to 
directly alter the final determination of any query.  The results are based on individual analysis of conser-
vation practices in conjunction with a species or habitat. In Kentucky, there are three possible final Effect 
Determinations of any ESA/BGEPA query: 

• No Effect (NE) 
• Not likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) 
• May Adversely Affect (MAA)* 

* This determination occurs when one or more of the conservation practices submitted specifically re-
quires consultation or one or more of the required strategies cannot be implemented.  Eagles may also 
receive an MAA determination if the practice installation is audibly or visually disturbing to nesting eagles 
even though they are not subject to the ESA. 

Below are examples of the three-possible final Effect Determination outcomes from the KICT: 

No Effect (NE) – This determination results when a species may be present, but the practices entered have 
no potential adverse or beneficial effect to that species or habitat.  

These are official ESA determinations 
where resources or species are likely. 
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Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 

Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

N/A None 

C. Effect Determination 

It has been determined that if all the required additional strategies listed above are implemented, the activities de-
scribed are No Effect (NE) to the species or it’s habitats. If practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant 
changes occur prior to installation, conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data.  

NOTE:  If any of the required strategies listed above cannot be implemented, or the strategy specifically requires coor-
dination or consultation with USFWS the proposed practice is determined as May Adversely Affect (MAA) as a direct or 
indirect result of implementation and will then require consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Contact the 
NRCS state biologist for ANY practice that is discovered to require incidental tree removal between April 1 and Novem-
ber 14. 

 

Therefore, there will be no additional strategies listed nor will there be potential benefit for NE determi-
nations. No further ESA considerations are required.  However, if listed species are encountered during 
implementation or practices change prior to installation, the query should be resubmitted. 

 

Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) – This determination results when a species or habitat is likely 
to be present or affected and the practices will have an effect, either beneficially or adversely. This deter-
mination occurs when either:  

• all the listed avoidance strategies can be implemented; and/or 
• when no avoidance strategies are required or identified, but the practice(s) provide identi-

fied benefits to a species or habitat. 
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Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, conserva-
tion plan, layout and/or specifications. 

Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Pipeline (516) 
During practice installation, implement measures to ensure that the transport of excess 
nutrients, sediments, pesticides or toxic substances to streams, wetlands and adjacent 
waterbodies does not occur.  

B. Effect Determination 

It has been determined that if all the required additional strategies listed above are implemented, the activities de-
scribed are Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) to the species or it’s habitats. If practices are added, quantities, 
locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation, conservation planners must revise and resubmit this 
data.  

NOTE:  If any of the required strategies listed above cannot be implemented, or the strategy specifically requires coor-
dination or consultation with USFWS the proposed practice is determined as May Adversely Affect (MAA) as a direct or 
indirect result of implementation and will then require consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Contact the 
NRCS state biologist for ANY practice that is discovered to require incidental tree removal between April 1 and Novem-
ber 14. 

 

Planners should ensure that if additional strategies are identified, they can be implemented and are agreed 
to by the client.  Therefore, this process should be run as early in the planning process as possible.  Also, 
make sure that one or more of the required additional strategies does not specifically require consultation 
with USFWS.  The report should then be included with or attached to the CPA-52 and filed as supporting 
documentation of compliance with ESA and NEPA.  

This determination is common.  Often it means that conservation of listed species is being accomplished 
as opposed to potential destruction of habitat.  Review the strategies listed and determine if they are rea-
sonable and appropriate.  If there are still concerns about practice impacts or requirements contact the 
KICT Area Representative. 

May Adversely Affect (MAA) –This determination results when a proposed practice is likely to adversely 
affect a listed species or its habitat as a direct or indirect result of implementation. Usually consultation 
with USFWS is required. The KICT does not provide a direct final determination for May Adversely 
Affect (MAA).  This determination occurs when one or more of the conservation practices submitted: 

• specifically requires consultation; or 
• one or more of the required strategies cannot be implemented. 
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Example 

REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Strategies 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse 
effects to the species listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the specifications, con-
servation plan, layout and/or specifications. 

Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Prescribed Grazing 
(528) 

The placement or application of this practice shall not be within 50 feet of streams, wet-
lands or other permanent waterbodies. 

Practice shall only be installed or applied in existing actively managed pasture, hayland 
or other grassland system (this includes farm headquarters areas). 

Pipeline (516) 
During practice installation, implement measures to ensure that the transport of excess 
nutrients, sediments, pesticides or toxic substances to streams, wetlands and adjacent 
waterbodies does not occur. 

Pond (378) Coordination or consultation with USFWS is required. Contact the NRCS State Biologist 
to initiate the consultation process. 

B. Effect Determination 
It has been determined that if all the required additional strategies listed above are implemented, the activities 
described are May Adversely Affect (MAA) to the species or it’s habitats. If practices are added, quantities, locations 
or other significant changes occur prior to installation, conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data.  
NOTE:  If any of the required strategies listed above cannot be implemented, or the strategy specifically requires 
coordination or consultation with USFWS the proposed practice is determined as May Adversely Affect (MAA) as a 
direct or indirect result of implementation and will then require consultation with U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. 
Contact the NRCS state biologist for ANY practice that is discovered to require incidental tree removal between 
April 1 and November 14. 

 

Less than seven percent of all possible species-practice combinations require coordination and/or consul-
tation.  Planners should consider using alternative practices that may solve resource concerns but not have 
adverse effects to species requiring coordination and/or consultation.  If those alternative practices exist, 
re-evaluate them through the KICT. 

If the KICT report results in a May Adversely Affect (MAA) determination, the planner is to stop the 
planning process and follow the procedure outlined in the ESA Consultation Screening Protocol.  Until a 
resolution can be established, no further financial or technical assistance may be offered to the client.  The 
exception to this policy applies to HEL and WC planning only.  In this case, NRCS should inform the 
landowner that protected species may be impacted and continue to provide planning assistance.  The land-
owner is solely responsible for obtaining any permits. Planners should document how the information was 
presented to the landowner in the technical assistance notes. 

Multiple Species Findings and Determinations 

It is possible (and likely) that multiple species may be identified in one query which are potentially af-
fected in different ways thus yielding different final determinations. Some practices submitted may result 
in a No Effect (NE) on one or more of the species identified while others could potentially be adverse or 
beneficial to those same species.  All species that were identified as potentially affected will appear on the 
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report. However, the Final Determination and report will reflect only the specie(s) that are likely to be 
affected (i.e. NLAA or MAA). 

For instance, a query could result in Kentucky glade cress, globe bladderpod, and running buffalo clover 
within or near an AOI. A user has planned three different conservation practices.  None of those practices 
have any effects (beneficial or adverse) on either Kentucky glade cress or globe bladderpod.  However, 
running buffalo clover is affected by one or more of the conservation practices.  All running buffalo clover 
avoidance strategies, benefits, etc. will be identified throughout the remainder of the report. Therefore, 
running buffalo clover will be listed as Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) in the final Effect Deter-
mination section of the report.  Separate determinations for the other species are not provided by the KICT 
even though they were identified because the practice was evaluated as No Effect (NE) to those species.  
Practices have different effects to different listed species and a change to one or more of those practices 
that previously had No Effect may now require an avoidance strategy(s).  For this reason, it is important 
for planners to understand that a KICT query must be resubmitted if planned conservation practices 
change during the planning process or prior to implementation. This is especially true if the query resulted 
in multiple species findings. 

 

ESA Management Recommendations 

Management considerations are identified in Section III of the KICT report.  They are provided to alert 
the user to other species or information that may affect a planned practice, special habitats or other relevant 
information within or near the AOI.  This information is not required to be implemented by the client.  
As the KICT evolves, this section may provide a wider variety of topics and could include species of 
concern identified by the State of Kentucky or other information. This is the section of the module report 
has the following statement: 

The following are considerations that may be used to support conservation activities but 
are not required to avoid adverse effects.  When possible utilize these recommendations 
during conservation planning of this area: 

Currently the recommendations given are very broad NRCS conservation practice-based statements.  This 
section is specifically designed to remind planners of specific ecotypes or species of interest.  As the KICT 
evolves, this section will list additional resources that could be relevant within or surrounding the AOI, 
such as prairie remnants, glades, barrens or other rare ecotypes and species. Not all reports will have 
management recommendations. If they are present, the section then lists a table with the item and the 
strategy identified in the adjacent column. If there are no management recommendations the report will 
list the table as N/A or None.   

In the example below, this statement would remind the planner that a fence used to facilitate a buffer and 
located some distance away from a protected resource would be more beneficial if the buffer width was 
increased and practices that provide buffers in general are beneficial to this species. 
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Example 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following are considerations that may be used to support conservation but are not required to avoid ad-
verse effects. When possible utilize these strategies during conservation planning of this area: 

Practice Management Recommendations 

Fence (382) Larger than required buffers are more beneficial to the species and may aid in 
its recovery. 

Forest Stand Improvement 
(666) 

This area could support the golden-winged warbler.  Uneven aged timber man-
agement and early successional habitat above 1500 feet in elevation favors 
habitat for this rare songbird. Contact the KDFWR for information or NRCS for 
conservation practices that are beneficial to its habitat. 

 

 

Some practices could list a management recommendation suggesting inspection of the area for evidence 
of existing or historic populations as shown below. 

Example 

MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 

The following are considerations that may be used to support conservation but are not required to avoid adverse 
effects. When possible utilize these strategies during conservation planning of this area: 

Practice Management Recommendations 

Prescribed Grazing (528) If possible, qualified personnel should inspect for evidence of existing or his-
toric populations of listed species prior to installation or application. 

 

This recommendation is not required but provided to inform planners that, as a courtesy, the agencies are 
requesting more information or require additional data concerning a protected species.  

Planner’s Note: 
This should be a low priority for field offices.  If investigation is desired, contact the State Biologist to 
determine the appropriate method and points of contact. This may be the Farm Bill partner biologist. 
Planners should always obtain the permission of the landowner to allow investigation.  Written authori-
zation from the client for investigation is not required as it is for consultation; but it should at least be 
documented in the assistance notes. 

ESA Module Potential Benefits 

The Potential Benefits section of the report lists possible benefits that could be realized by the conservation 
practices submitted.  A benefit to a species is defined in this document as an advantage realized by the 
species in either habitat suitability or potential population growth, occurring within a designated habitat, 
and utilized for a specific purpose.  Examples of practices may include things such as livestock exclusion 
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or establishment of riparian areas.  Not every benefit may be applicable to every instance of a species-
practice combination.  Planners will need to determine which benefits apply to which circumstances.  
Sometimes multiple benefits may apply to a single practice, while other times no benefits may apply. 
Planning conditions and resource concerns are varied, and the benefits are expressed as generalized state-
ments and leave their interpretation open to the planner.  It is important to remember that potential benefits 
are contingent upon proper application and maintenance of practices according to the NRCS standard and 
implementation of any avoidance measures. 

Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS 

If all avoidance and required measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices may 
beneficially affect species or their habitats. 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Prescribed Grazing 
(528) 
 

This practice may be beneficial if it is installed for the purpose of reducing or eliminat-
ing animal wastes, sediment, pesticides, or other pollutants from a surface water re-
source such as a stream or wetland containing listed species or potentially occupied 
habitat. 

Fence (382) 
 

This practice may be beneficial if it facilitates exclusion of people, vehicles, livestock 
or equipment to resources used by the species or potentially occupied habitats of 
listed species. 

 

In the example above, two practices provide potential benefits.  Depending upon the purpose of the con-
servation plan the benefits listed may or may not apply. 

Coordination of Benefits 

Benefit coordination refers to situations in which the effects of a practice have been identified, and coor-
dination with USFWS is encouraged but is not required.  This assures the practice is implemented to attain 
the maximum benefit to the species. For example, coordination should occur in situations where practices 
are implemented for the specific benefit of a species (i.e. habitat restoration). Planners and clients may 
also simply choose to coordinate benefits with the USFWS to gain additional knowledge or include other 
partner resources.  This benefit statement is left very broad to cover most of these scenarios. In these cases, 
the following statement will appear in Section IV of the KICT report: 

This practice may be beneficial if planned and conducted in coordination with USFWS 
for benefit of the species. Contact the NRCS State Biologist to initiate these efforts. 

Coordination of benefits may mean different things depending on the specie(s) and circumstances in-
volved. Recommendations from the USFWS can vary widely and range from recommending a practice 
implementation timeframe to simply requesting notification of when efforts are being conducted in a cer-
tain area.   

In most instances the statement means that there could be potential benefits if the practice was installed 
using special considerations or resources that the USFWS possesses (e.g. the actual population locations, 
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species natural history knowledge, etc.).  Additionally, it may refer to the desire of the USFWS to coordi-
nate efforts to protect, enhance, and restore habitats for an area or species.  This allows multiple agencies 
to participate and track efforts to conserve federal listed species and move ultimately toward delisting.  
Whenever possible, all conservation efforts affecting listed species should be coordinated with partner 
agencies. Some examples of benefit coordination may include: 

• tracking of conservation activities in an area (i.e. watershed) of concern or critical habitat by 
an agency 

• assistance with species of concern (e.g. copperbelly watersnake) 
• reporting of progress toward delisting and implementation of a recovery plan item by USFWS 
• recommended timing or notification of practice implementation 
• specific modification to a conservation practice or specification 
• investigation of the area by USFWS biologist to determine local habitat/populations 
• additional technical assistance by endangered species and/or partner biologists 
• providing existing population location information 
• additional/potential financial assistance 
• educational benefits  

If the coordination statement is listed on the report in conjunction with required consultation with the 
USFWS, it means that the overall impact to the species will likely be beneficial in most circumstances 
because of consultation. 

Planner’s Note:   
Coordination of benefits without formal consultation should be a very low priority for field offices.  If coordination 
is still desired or necessary, contact the State Biologist to determine the details of the project and determine if 
coordination is warranted. Planners should always obtain the permission of the landowner to coordinate benefits 
beforehand. Written authorization from the client for coordination of benefits is not required as it is for consulta-
tion; but it should at least be documented in the assistance notes. 

Planning for Species of Concern 

There may be some species that are identified within the KICT that are not an officially listed species 
protected under the ESA.  Examples may be the white fringeless orchid, white haired goldenrod, Cum-
berland arrow darter, copperbelly watersnake or the Eggert’s sunflower, among others.  NRCS has 
agreed to consider these and other species in conservation planning and to always conserve where pos-
sible and avoid when practical.  The KICT will provide an ESA determination just as other species even 
though consultation is not required under the ESA.  If planners receive a consultation requirement for a 
species of concern or a species that is not subject to the ESA, the protocol for review will be the same 
as for those species listed under the ESA.  The difference will be that those KICT review requests will 
be managed by the State Biologist and returned to the planner without input from the USFWS. 
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KICT Endangered Species Act and BGEPA Report Decision Diagram 

 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

For HEL and WC planning only, NRCS should inform the landowner if protected species may be impacted and continue to provide planning assistance.  The 
landowner is responsible for obtaining any take permits. 

[START] 
Login and enter all required information into the KY 

Interagency Coordination Tool (KICT) and 
generate a report. 

Yes 

STOP. The 
determination is Not 
Likely to Adversely 

Affect (NLAA).  Select 
“May Effect” and 

indicate “See 
attached report” on 

the CPA-52. Maintain 
the KICT report and 
continue planning.  

Include any required 
KICT guidance to 

avoid adverse effects 
in the conservation 
plan.  If available, 

clients may choose to 
implement any 

recommendations 
provided in the report. 

 

No 

STOP. The 
determination is No 
Effect (NE) to the 
listed species or 

habitat.  Select “No 
Effect” and indicate 

“See attached 
report” on the CPA-

52. Maintain the 
KICT printout and 
continue planning. 

If available, the 
client may choose 
to implement any 

management 
recommendations 

provided in the 
report. 

 

No 

Yes 

No 

Does section B of 
the KICT report 
state that the 

practices have No 
Effect (NE) to a 
listed species? 

 

* In the case of NLAA determinations, be sure to note any benefits 
that conservation practices are providing to species and/or their 
habitats. 

Are there 
alternative 

practices that 
can be 

utilized in lieu 
of the planned 

practice(s) 
that require 
consultation 
or cannot be 

implemented? 

STOP. The 
determination is May 

Adversely Affect 
(MAA).  Mark the 
CPA-52 as “See 

Attached 
Documentation” and 

attach the KICT 
printout. Follow the 
protocol outlined in 
the KICT Handbook 
or contact the Area 
KICT representative 

for assistance. 

Enter the 
alternative 

practices into 
the KICT and 

re-evaluate the 
affects by 

repeating the 
process. 

All the required 
additional 

strategies listed 
in Required 
Strategies 

(Section A) of 
the report can 

be implemented 
and none of the 
listed strategies 

specifically 
require 

consultation?  

No 

Yes 

Are required 
additional 

strategies listed in 
Section A of the 

KICT  
ESA Module 

report? 
 

Yes 
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Documentation of ESA/BGEPA Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the T&E and BGEPA SEC on the Environmental 
Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to 
which it represents. To document the results of this module for NRCS-controlled actions, utilize the fol-
lowing process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on the CPA-52 are also on the General Infor-
mation section of the KICT report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify any species listed in the Potential Species and Impact Information section of the KICT 
ESA report in the benchmark column of the CPA-52. 

 

 

 

 
Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of No Action on the species identified in Step 2 in Section J 
of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  

 

 

 

 

KICT indicates possible 
presence of Northern long-
eared bat and Indiana bat

       
     
    

   
  

     
      

   

 ●Endangered and Threatened 
Species

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE, NLAA, or MAA) for each developed alternative by review-
ing Considerations & Effect Determination section of the KICT ESA report and locating the determina-
tion box as shown below. 

 
or 

 
or 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
   

  
landowner will use the same 
management as present and T & 
E species will be managed at 
current conditions.

 No Effect

     
     

      
 

 

KICT indicates possible 
presence of Northern long-
eared bat and Indiana bat

       
     
    

   
  

     
      

   

 ●Endangered and Threatened 
Species

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
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Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of re-
port obtained from the KICT ESA section. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Step 6 – Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J  or refer to 
the KICT report (by name) and attach to the CPA-52. However, required avoidance measures must be 
identified either under the Alternative or in Section L. 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

Not applicable NLEB and IBAT avoidance measures 
will be implemented that include tree 
removal occurring between Nov. and 
March

L.  Mitigation
(Record actions to avoid, 
minimize, and compensate)

   

  
     

      
      

 

May Effect 

     
     

      
 

May Effect
Refer to the KICT report entitled 
XYZ. See section L for required 
avoidance measures.

   

  
landowner will use the same 
management as present and T & 
E species will be managed at 
current conditions.

 No Effect

     
     

      
 

 

KICT indicates possible 
presence of Northern long-
eared bat and Indiana bat

       
     
    

   
  

     
      

   

 ●Endangered and Threatened 
Species

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

   

  
landowner will use the same 
management as present and T & 
E species will be managed at 
current conditions.

 No Effect

     
     

      
 

 

KICT indicates possible 
presence of Northern long-
eared bat and Indiana bat

       
     
    

   
  

     
      

   

 ●Endangered and Threatened 
Species

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet



80 

Step 7 – Repeat this process for Bald and Golden Eagles compliance.  If eagles were not noted in the Po-
tential Species and Impact Information section of the KICT ESA report section, note that there were no 
eagle nests near or present in the AOI under the benchmark.  Remember to address the potential impacts 
to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Step 8 – Ensure that the name of the KICT Report appears on the CPA-52.   Note:  It is highly recom-
mended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional Notes section 
of the CPA-52. 

 
 
 

 
 
 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

R.1

District Conservationist 28-May-13

R.  rationale Supporting the Finding

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, 
Special Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and 
based on that made the finding indicated above.

R.2

(20) Implementing soil control measures on existing agricultural lands, such as grade stabilization structures (pipe drops), 
sediment basins, terraces, grassed waterways, filter strips, riparian forest buffer, and critical area planting; 

Findings Documentation

(19) Undertaking minor agricultural practices to maintain and restore ecological conditions in floodplains after a natural 
disaster or on lands impacted by human alteration. Examples of these practices include: mowing, haying, grazing, fencing, 
offstream watering facilities, and invasive species control which are undertaken when fish and wildlife are not breeding, 
nesting, rearing young, or during other sensitive timeframes; 

Additional Notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to KICT report dated 2/7/2013 entitled Ima Farmer F123 T456

Fin L. Signer
S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Applicable Categorical 
Exclusion(s)
(more than one may 
apply) 

7 CFR Part 650 Compliance 
With NEPA , subpart 650.6 
Categorical Exclusions  states 
prior to determining that a 
proposed action is 
categorically excluded under 
paragraph (d) of this section, 
the proposed action must 
meet six sideboard criteria.  
See NECH 610.116.

 ●Migratory Birds/Bald and 
Golden Eagle Protection Act      

      
     

    
      

       
     
   

      
    

 

   
       

    
 

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
No eagles or eagle nests are 
known to occur within or near 
the PLU. Refer to the KICT 
report.   Various migratory bird 
habitats do exist within the PLU
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IX. ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MODULE 

Environmental Justice Module (EJM) Description  

Environmental Justice is described fully in EO 12898, 190-GM, Part 414.30 and Departmental Regula-
tions.  The supporting document for this module is in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide 
entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Environmental Justice - for Conservation Plan-
ning and Program Implementation. This document does not provide policy but a method to comply in 
good faith with NRCS policy found in 190-GM, Part 414.30. 

Environmental Justice is the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, 
color, national origin or income with respect to the development, implementation, and the enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and polices. Historically, low-income, minority and indigenous popula-
tions have carried some of the greatest human health and environmental burdens.  

In 1994, Executive Order 12898 was issued in order to focus Federal attention on the environmental and 
human health conditions in these communities with the goal of achieving environmental justice.  The 
primary means to attain compliance with environmental justice considerations for NRCS is:  

1. Assessing the presence of environmental justice communities in a project area that may experience 
disproportionately high and adverse human health or environmental effects, and;  

2. The inclusion of low-income, minority, Tribal, or other specified populations in the planning pro-
cess where appropriate.  

Environmental Justice is often difficult to determine for NRCS since most Farm Bill programs and con-
servation planning has very localized impacts where participants apply for assistance through voluntary 
programs and effects are localized to single clients and families.  However, it is NRCS’ responsibility to 
ensure that programs and practices are provided on an equal opportunity basis and the opportunity for low 
income or minority populations to have a voice in the administration of those programs.   

One method NRCS has utilized to comply with the requirements under environmental justice is by holding 
State Technical Committee meetings (and local workgroups) where the public and all interested stake-
holder groups are invited to provide input to NRCS practices, projects and efforts. These outreach efforts 
provide a good venue for input at a broad regional or state scale.  However, environmental justice is more 
difficult to evaluate or determine in context at the planning and field level scales. This module attempts 
to provide a broad-based context that gives planners some information to make an evaluation of environ-
mental justice at the field planning level. 

Interpreting the Environmental Justice Module Results  

Kentucky NRCS has identified three areas that can be identified to ensure that conservation planning 
(although localized) is offered within areas where planners are informed of possible outreach opportunities 
and methods to comply with policy. These areas represent identified locales that meet the spirit and intent 
of the Departmental policy, Executive Order and provide a ready means of identification for planners at 
the local level. These include: 
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• Low Income Populations 
• Minority Populations 
• Low Access Food Areas 

These areas are simply identified to make planners aware that the project they are working with may or 
may not include populations that are affected by these designations.  While this module may make a 
screening or preliminary determination of effect, the planner and/or Responsible Federal Official is 
solely responsible for determining the context, scope, and impacts based on experience and professional 
judgment. 

To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if 
necessary, convey that information to other planners, or the client. Once an Environmental Justice Module 
(EJM) query is returned, users should determine if a project:  

1. contains one of the identified Environmental Justice areas; 
2. determine if the considerations are appropriate at the scale, context and amount at the planning 

level intended; 
3. determine if other measures are appropriate such as outreach, specialized marketing or other pro-

gram considerations; and 
4. apply any identified measures and document all Environmental Justice outcomes. 

Ultimately the responsibility (as with all determinations) lies with the Responsible Federal Official (RFO) 
in determining significance and context.  This module provides limited impacts information along with  
presence/absence data and a few considerations for application. 

Results provided by the KICT include data obtained from the US Census Bureau, the US Environmental 
Protection Agency, and the USDA – Economic Research Service.  The tool looks at the following factors1: 

1) Low Income Populations are households with an income below approximately twice the federal 
poverty level. Poverty levels are derived from a set of money income thresholds that vary by family 
size and composition and are revised each calendar year for inflation. For a family of 4 (2 adults 
and 2 children under 18 years of age) during the 2019 calendar year, the federal poverty level was 
$26,172 and Low Income was at or below $52,344.  

2) Minority Populations are the individuals in a census group who list their racial status as a race 
other than white alone and/or list their ethnicity as Hispanic or Latino2. That is, all people other 
than non-Hispanic white-alone individuals, with ‘alone’ used here to denote a single race or eth-
nicity. 

3) Food access is access to supermarkets, supercenters, grocery stores, or other sources of healthy 
and affordable food (referred to here as supermarkets). Low Access Food Areas are a census tract 
with at least 500 people, or 33 percent of the population, living more than 1 mile (urban clusters 
or areas) or 10 miles (rural areas) from the nearest supermarket. Urban and rural are defined by 
the Census Bureau3 where rural areas are sparsely populated areas with fewer than 2,500 people, 

 
1 Definitions come from the Environmental Protection Agency EJScreen tool (https://www.epa.gov/ejscreen), the U.S. Census (https://www.census.gov/), 
and the USDA – ERS Food Access Research Atlas (https://www.ers.usda.gov/data-products/food-access-research-atlas/). 
 
2 Race and ethnicity definitions may be found https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race/about.html.  
3 https://www.census.gov/programs-surveys/geography/guidance/geo-areas/urban-rural.html 

https://www.census.gov/
https://www.census.gov/topics/population/race/about.html
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and urban clusters or areas are areas with more than 2,500 people. Here, a census tract is urban if 
the geographic centroid of the tract is in an area with more than 2,500 people; all other tracts are 
rural. 

These areas are simply identified to make planners aware that the project with which they are working 
may or may not include populations that are affected by these designations. In addition, resulting identi-
fication of one of these communities does not constitute the eligibility for any special consideration by 
USDA program participation. Eligibility for these considerations is determined using other processes. 
While this module may make a screening or preliminary determination of effect, the planner and/or Re-
sponsible Federal Official is solely responsible for determining the context, scope, and impacts based on 
experience and professional judgment. 

 
The following are examples of possible outcomes in of the KICT EJM module report. One or more of 
these potential impacts could appear on reports. 

If there are no special environmental justice areas within the AOI, the KICT output in the first section of 
the report will state the following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted may occur within or near the following Environmental Justice special consideration area(s): 

None 

Based on the information submitted, the following potential impacts should be considered: 

None 
 

 

The output above indicates that a special environmental justice area in KY does not appear to be in or 
near the AOI and that no special emphasis communities would potentially be affected by the practices.  
The planner may document and proceed.  Users must always analyze this finding at the plan level by 
evaluating the conditions at the local community.  

 
An environmental justice area is identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts: 
 
Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted may occur within or near the following Environmental Justice special consideration area(s): 

Low Access Food Area, Minority Populations 

Based on the information submitted, the following potential impacts should be considered: 

None 
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This indicates that the AOI contains, or is in very close proximity to, an Environmental Justice Area(s)  
(Low Access Food Area and Minority Populations) and the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse 
effect to them.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the report to review any other relevant 
information. 

 

Potential Adverse Effects 

While there is some potential for adverse effects to Environmental Justice at the scale and scope of con-
servation planning, the likelihood of adversely affecting communities is relatively low since application 
of most conservation practices are localized and selected based on site conditions and ownership.  How-
ever, there are practices that when implemented have the potential to affect offsite conditions.  It is im-
portant to realize the scope and context of implementation of conservation plans and practices as well as 
their potential effects.  The awareness of the community type and how the practice affects the larger pic-
ture is important to understand.  Practices that have impacts in three important areas are more likely to 
have adverse effects depending on the context. These are: 

1. Practices that facilitate landuse changes and conversions 
2. Practices that have a potential for broad scale or complex scope of impacts 
3. Practices that are implemented or have the potential to be implemented in a controversial manner 

The KICT will alert planners of the potential of some of these practices in certain settings.  However, it 
is the responsibility of the planner to ultimately determine the impacts and their effects as any practice 
could potentially have adverse effects to environmental justice under the right circumstances and condi-
tions. 
 
Shown below, the AOI contains, or is near special environmental justice areas and the potential adverse 
effects are identified as follows: 
 
Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted may occur within or near the following Environmental Justice special consideration area(s): 

Low Access Food Area, Minority Populations 

Based on the information submitted, the following potential impacts should be considered: 

There may be a potential for landuse changes and conversions. 

There may be a potential for broad or complex scope of impacts 
 

This example shows that there is a potentially adverse impact associated with the installation of the prac-
tice(s) to two special environmental justice areas.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of 
the report to determine if these impacts apply and considerations to address them. 

There may be reports generated that have identified a special environmental justice area(s) within or near 
the AOI, however no adverse impacts are identified.  There still may be considerations provided by the 
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KICT to make the planner aware of any potential information that could have an effect on implementation.  
If there are no potentially beneficial effects provided the report will yield a No Effect (NE) Determination. 

Environmental Justice Considerations 

Once it has been determined that a practice(s) could impact environmental justice, planners should refer 
to the Considerations & Effect Determination section of the KICT EJM report for measures to consider 
that would help planners apply conservation with respect to environmental justice. It is critical that plan-
ners understand the considerations listed in Section A.  The implementation of considerations is not man-
datory but should be analyzed to ascertain their applicability based on scope and context.  Impacts to 
environmental justice are more likely to occur when conservation practices have a very broad scope or 
involve large land clearing projects. The considerations for practice implementation are found in the 
Avoidance Measures & Effect Determination, Section A, of the report.  

If the KICT determines that there are strategies that should be considered to comply with NRCS Policy, 
Floodplain Management, and E.O. 11988, the table contains practices in the left column and the required 
strategy(s) adjacent to the practice.  All strategies must be implemented as applicable.  

Example 

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, the following should be considered to for the practice(s) shown.  Consider the 
context of installation based on the community or area type and the scale of impact (e.g. local, single farm installation 
versus regional installation covering several landowners/clients). 
Practice Consideration 

Composting Facility (317) 

Clients in this area may have a difficult time accessing affordable and nutritious food be-
cause they live far from a supermarket and/or do not have easy access to transportation. 
Consider implementing agricultural practices that alleviate clients from total reliance on 
supermarkets and ensure that healthy foods may be produced locally.   

 

In this example the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) would have a statement that should 
be considered for implementation. It encourages planners to think about the accessibility of locally grown 
foods and practices that could encourage the production of food in an area designated as low access (food 
desert).  

 
Environmental Justice Effect Determination 

The Considerations & Effect Determination, Section B, of the KICT EJM report is a tentative effect de-
termination.  It is important to understand that this determination may not be final.  The Final Determina-
tion may differ depending upon many factors depending upon the quantity location, context, and scope of 
impacts.  Planners must verify these factors based upon the local knowledge and context of the project.  
Once analyzed in context, the final determination should be recorded in all appropriate environmental 
documentation. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior 
to installation, conservation planners should revise and resubmit this data to the KICT accordingly.  
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This section of the report is the determination of the project based on practice implementation and appli-
cation of any avoidance measures. This determination should be used to document the effect on the Envi-
ronmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  There are two possible determinations that may result from the KICT 
FPM module report.  They are as follows: 
 

• No effect 
• May effect 

1.  No Effect (NE) or there are no Environmental Justice Special Areas within the AOI 

Example  

A. Effect Determination (Tentative) 

It has been determined that the activities submitted could have a No Effect (NE) determination on Environ-
mental Justice as described in the Executive Order 12898 and 190-GM, Part 414.30.  This determination is 
offered as a screening only and should be reviewed in the context of application and may or may not apply. 

 

In this example, the KICT may have identified an environmental justice special area within or near the 
AOI but the practices implemented will have no effect; or there were no environmental justice special 
area(s) near or within the AOI.  Many practices that result in NE determinations could still have an affect 
based on context and the scope of implementation.  Always field verify and evaluate the practice based 
on the context.  The resulting determination should be documented on the CPA-52 according to policy. 

Note:  There may be reports generated that have identified a special environmental justice area(s) within 
or near the AOI, however no adverse impacts are identified.  The KICT may still provide considerations 
to make the planner aware of any potential information that could have affect to implementation in that 
special area.  If there are also no potentially beneficial effects provided, the report will also yield a No 
Effect (NE) Determination. 

2.  May Affect (MA) 

Example  

A. Effect Determination (Tentative) 

It has been determined that the activities submitted could have a May Affect (MA) determination on Environ-
mental Justice as described in the Executive Order 12898 and 190-GM, Part 414.30.  This determination is 
offered as a screening only and should be reviewed in the context of application and may or may not apply. 

 

This determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could potentially have 
an effect on environmental justice.  These effects can be entirely adverse, entirely beneficial, a mixture of 
both or may not apply at all.  Planners must verify the applicability of this determination at the field 
planning level and in all appropriate contexts.  The resulting determination should be documented on the 
CPA-52 according to policy. 
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Environmental Justice Adverse Impact Protocol 

The KICT will not provide a final determination of effect for Environmental Justice.  As with most mod-
ules in the KICT, the determination provided is a screening action that alerts the planner to potential ef-
fects caused by practice implementation.  It is solely the responsibility of the planner and Responsible 
Federal Official to analyze the project in context of the setting, scope and other factors to determine the 
final effect. 

In the opinion of the planner, if there is evidence that an adverse effect to one or more components of 
Environmental Justice and the planner anticipates that the mitigation considerations offered do not sat-
isfy those adverse effect concerns, the following protocol should be followed: 

1. If the planner/Responsible Federal Official (RFO) determines that the client's proposed action may 
adversely affect Environmental Justice and the action(s) have been analyzed in all contexts, the 
planner should document the rationale thoroughly in the Conservation Assistance Notes and record 
any other supporting information such as photographs, statements or data. 

2. Document any potential alternatives attempted to avoid the adverse action in the Conservation 
Assistance Notes. 

3. Record May Effect on the Environmental Evaluation and any other NEPA documentation.  Mark 
the Environmental Justice Special Environmental Concern as “Needs Further Action” and contact 
the NEPA coordinator for further guidance and assistance. 

Potential Benefits to Environmental Justice 

The section of the EJM report entitled Potential Benefits lists possible benefits that could be realized by 
the conservation practices listed.  A benefit to environmental justice is defined in this module as conditions 
when a practice may provide an environmental community benefit under specific circumstances and lo-
cations. This benefit may or may not apply depending upon many factors such as scope, context, amount, 
quantity and other factors.  Not every benefit may be applicable to every instance of a resource-practice 
combination.  Planners will need to determine which benefits apply to which circumstances.  Sometimes 
multiple benefits may apply to a single practice, while other times no benefits apply. Planning conditions 
and resource concerns are varied so the benefits are expressed as generalized statements and leave their 
interpretation open to the planner.  It is important to remember that potential benefits are contingent upon 
proper application and maintenance of practices according to the NRCS standards and quality criteria. 

Example 
POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

Some practices that may have potential benefits associated with them are as follows: 
Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by this Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 
This practice may have the ability to support or increase local food production 
and help communities provide additional food sources in an area designated 
as a Low Access Food Area. 
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In the example above, the practice may provide a benefit that aids local production of agriculture and the 
ability to increase production.  This benefit may not be applicable for a single client that is not produc-
ing food for community consumption. However, if it is installed for the purposes of assisting the com-
munity locally (e.g. a local community cooperative) this practice, and benefit combination would be ap-
plicable.



KICT ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE MODULE (EJM) REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information 

into the KY Interagency Coordination Tool 
(KICT) and generate an Environmental Justice 

module report. 

STOP. The determination is No Ef-
fect (NE) to the Environmental Jus-
tice SEC.  Select “No Effect” and in-
dicate “See attached report” on the 
CPA-52. Maintain the KICT printout 

and continue planning. 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of 
the Environmental Justice module KICT report 
identify that the project area is within or near a 

specially designated area? 

STOP. Enter “No Effect” on the CPA-52. 
Document and maintain the KICT module 

printout and continue planning.  

Yes 

No 

STOP. The determination is May Affect (MA). Se-
lect “May Effect” on the CPA-52 and reference the 
KICT report. Implement any additional considera-
tions or mitigation strategies for community impact 

and document thoroughly in the conservation assis-
tance notes.  Maintain the report and continue plan-

ning. Document any benefits as appropriate. 
Yes 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

On-site verification at the 
planning level of practice 

scope and impacts indicate 
that practices do not ad-

versely impact Environmental 
Justice. 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 

STOP. The determination is May 
Effect (MA). Select “May Effect” 

and indicate “See attached report” 
on the CPA-52. Attach the KICT 

printout. Document all information 
and presentation of alternatives 

thoroughly in the conservation as-
sistance notes. Consult the NEPA 
coordinator to determine guidance.  

Are there alternative prac-
tices, planning methods, lo-
cations or outreach materi-
als that may lessen the im-
pact or that may be utilized 
in lieu of the planned prac-

tice(s)? 
Does the Potential Impact Information section of 
the Environmental Justice module KICT report 

identify that there is a potential for an adverse im-
pact? 

Where appropriate and feasible, are the consider-
ations identified applicable OR can any impacts 
otherwise be mitigated to offset an identified ad-

verse community impact? 

On-site verification at the planning level of 
practice scope and impacts indicate that prac-
tices do not adversely impact Environmental 

Justice. 
 

Are there potential benefits 
identified in the Potential Bene-
fits section of the Environmental 

Justice module KICT report ? 

On-site verification at the planning 
level of practice scope and impacts in-
dicate that practices do not adversely 

impact Environmental Justice. 
. 

STOP. The determination is May Affect 
(MA) because it is potentially beneficial to 

the community or component. Select 
“May Effect” on the CPA-52 and refer-

ence the KICT report. Maintain the report 
and continue planning. Document any 

benefits as appropriate. 

On-site verification at the plan-
ning level of practice scope and 
impacts indicate that practices 
do not adversely impact Envi-

ronmental Justice. 
 

Are there alternative prac-
tices, planning methods, lo-
cations or outreach materi-
als that may lessen the im-
pact or that may be utilized 
in lieu of the planned prac-

tice(s)? 

Enter any alternative 
practices and/or location 
into the KICT AND/OR 

implement outreach and 
re-evaluate the effects 
by repeating the pro-

cess. 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 



Documentation of the Environmental Justice Module on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Environmental Justice SEC on the Environmental 
Evaluation (CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of impacts, and all policy concerns related to environ-
mental justice.  Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which 
it represents. To document the results of this module for NRCS-controlled actions, utilize the following 
process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT FPM report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the project occurs in one or more special environmental justice area.  This in-
formation will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT EJM report.  Identify the presence 
or absence of the special area in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52 under Environmental 
Justice.  If the Potential Impact section of the FPM report indicates that there is no special area present 
within the AOI, analyze the effects at the field level to ensure there are no other concerns related to envi-
ronmental justice and document in sections G and J of the CPA-52 and proceed with planning.  

 

 

 

 
Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the floodplain 
identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect floodplain ecology. In the ex-
ample below, it was determined that no action would not affect local food production or accessibility. 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

 
  

 
 

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

D   
(A     

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.

Environmental Justice
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

KICT EJM indicates the 
presence of adesignated Low 
Food Access Area within or 
near the PLU
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section 
B of the KICT EJM report and locating the determination box as shown below.  NOTE: It is important 
to remember that the determination provided is a tentative determination and is provided without con-
text.  The planner must determine the applicability of any determination provided by considering such 
things as scope, amount, availability, location, scale, etc. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
OR 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
Environmental Justice

Current conditions and 
management of existing 
facilities will not improve or 
decrease opportunities for the 
local community to produce or 
increase accessibility to food.

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT EJM indicates the 
presence of adesignated Low 
Food Access Area within or 
near the PLU

No Effect
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Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of re-
port obtained  (Step 4) and from the planner’s judgement from context.  

In the example above it was determined that since the composting facility was being constructed for a 
local cooperative that multiple persons could benefit from the practice.  Therefore, the determination 
was beneficial and “May Affect” (beneficial).  Note the determination provided by the KICT is only a 
tentative determination and may not apply depending upon many factors.   

Step 6 – Document the rationale and results from the evaluation of context under the appropriate alter-
native column in Section J of the CPA-52. 

 

 

 

Step 7 – It is important to document the level of context shown in Section N of the CPA-52. Record the 
context used in the alternatives analysis.  Significance varies with the setting of the proposed action.  For 
instance, in the case of a site-specific action, significance would usually depend upon the effects in the 
locale rather than in the world as a whole. In this instance the planner may use “Local” and “Regional” 
contexts to show how the effects were derived for the composting facility and nutrient management. 

 

 

Environmental Justice
Current conditions and 
management of existing 
facilities will not improve or 
decrease opportunities for the 
local community to produce or 
increase accessibility to food.

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

KICT EJM report indicates the 
presence of Designated Food 
Desert Area within or near the 
AOI

No Effect
Installation of the cooperative 
composting facility will increase 
production for the community 
and supply nutrient rich 
organics for sale at the local 
farmers market.

May Effect

local regionalN.  Context (Record context of alternatives analysis)
The significance of an action must be analyzed in several contexts such as society as a whole (human, national), the affected region, the 
affected interests, and the locality. 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

Environmental Justice
Current conditions and 
management of existing 
facilities will not improve or 
decrease opportunities for the 
local community to produce or 
increase accessibility to food.

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT EJM indicates the 
presence of adesignated Low 
Food Access Area within or 
near the PLU

No Effect May Effect
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Step 8 – Ensure that the KICT EJM report name appears on the CPA-52.  Note:  It is highly recom-
mended that planners record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional Notes section of the 
CPA-52. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Soil Conservationist 2/29/21

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT Report dated 1/32/21 Junior Sample F123_T456

Chris P. Planner
S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:
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X. FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT MODULE  

Floodplain Management Module (FPM) Description 

National NRCS policy should always be followed when handling floodplain resource issues. Potential 
impacts to floodplains are protected under Executive Order 11988 Floodplain Management. NRCS policy 
is described fully in the supporting document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled 
Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Floodplains - for Conservation Planning and Program 
Implementation.  These impacts were determined as the ways floodplains could be affected by the methods 
in which the practice was installed, operated, or maintained.   

Conservation planners must determine if planned conservation practices will influence base and critical 
action floodplains in Kentucky.  Their findings are to be documented on the NRCS Environmental Eval-
uation form (CPA-52).  To help conservation planners in making these determinations, the Floodplain 
Management Module (FPM) was developed to assist in determining the effects. The report generated is 
proof of investigation under NEPA requirements and NRCS policy on floodplains found in 190-GM, Part 
410, Subpart B, Section 410.25, and reflects Executive Order 11988 (E.O. 11988).  The information re-
garding potential impacts or benefits may be utilized to document de minims effect or benefit, as applica-
ble. 

The Floodplain Management Module (FPM) identifies potential impacts to floodplains and associated 
aquatic habitats. The tool uses likely locations of resources based on Federal Emergency Management 
Agency (FEMA) floodplain data within the Commonwealth and compares the location of those areas to a 
conservation practice matrix of predetermined data.  

Potential adverse impacts to floodplains are grouped into six broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple 
impacts may apply to a single area because of practice installation, and several may apply to multiple 
practices.  The basic impacts to floodplains are as follows: 

1. adversely affect the ecological function of the base floodplain 
2. land use changes/conversions within the base floodplain 
3. significant ground disturbance and/or fill within the base 
4. development or placement of a structure(s), building, or facility within the base 
5. alter the hydrologic function and/or water quality of the base floodplain 
6. adversely affect the critical action floodplain 

Interpreting the Floodplain Management Module Results  

Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included in 
the reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the 
results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey 
that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation 
practices. Once an FPM query is returned, users should determine if a project:  

https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?id=2950
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=27068
https://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/viewerFS.aspx?hid=27068
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1. contains a base or critical action floodplain 
2. determine if the landuse is compatible with E.O.11988 
3. identify any avoidance measures 
4. recognize any potential benefits provided by conservation practices 

FPM Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts to floodplains are grouped into five broad categories by the KICT.  Four types 
apply to base floodplains and one applies to critical action floodplains.  Multiple impacts may apply to 
base floodplains and several may apply to multiple practices.  The impact categories are as follows: 

• 100-year interval return (Base Floodplain) 

1. adversely affect the ecological function  
2. land use changes/conversions  
3. significant ground disturbance and/or fill  
4. development or placement of a structure(s), building, or facility  

• 500-year interval return, (Critical Action Floodplain) 

This practice may adversely affect the critical action floodplain (500-year interval return) 

The following are examples of possible outcomes in of the KICT FPM module report. One or more of 
these potential impacts could appear on reports. 

If there are no floodplains within the AOI, the KICT output in the first section of the report will state the 
following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project area may occur within or near the fol-
lowing type of floodplain: 
None 
The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the conservation 
practices listed: 
None 

 

 

The output above indicates that a floodplain does not appear to be in or near the AOI and that a flood-
plain will not potentially be affected by the practices.  The planner may document and proceed.  Users 
may verify this finding by highlighting the floodplain layer in the KICT and overlaying the project area.  
Always field-verify during planning. 
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A base or critical action floodplain is identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential im-
pacts: 
 
Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project area may occur within or near the fol-
lowing type of floodplain: 
100-year interval return 
The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the conservation 
practices listed: 
None 

 

This indicates that the AOI contains, or is in very close proximity to, a base floodplain and the practice(s) 
selected have no potential adverse effect to it.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the 
report to review any other relevant information. 

 
 
The AOI contains, or is near, a base or critical action floodplain and potential adverse effects are identi-
fied as follows: 
 
Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project area may occur within or near the fol-
lowing type of floodplain: 
100-year interval return 
The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the conservation 
practices listed: 

There is a potential for activities to result in development or placement of a structure(s), building or facility within the 
base (100-year floodplain). 

 

This example shows that there is a potentially adverse impact associated with the installation of the prac-
tice(s) to a base floodplain.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to determine 
how to avoid these potential impacts. 

Placement of Practices Outside the Floodplain 

Often planners will receive an FPM report that identifies a floodplain is present within or near the AOI, 
however the actual placement of the practice is not located in the footprint of the floodplain.  Planners 
should enable the Floodplain Management layer within the KICT to view the location and determine if 
planned practices are located within and/or effect the floodplain. Planners cannot view the layer until it is 
enabled. 
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This example shows that although the report identifies a potential effect to a floodplain, the placement of the practice is outside the critical 
action and base floodplains and therefore has no effect. 

In the above example, the planner has submitted a query for Seasonal High Tunnel (X) in a field that 
contains a floodplain. However, during the planning process, it has been determined that the placement of 
that practice will be located outside of the base or critical action floodplain. Systematically verify the 
locations of any other practices in the same fashion and apply avoidance measures and benefits as appli-
cable. If practices are verified to affect the floodplain, continue to other sections of the report to determine 
the effects, avoidance, benefits, etc. 

It is important for planners to critically assess all the impacts of a practice even though its placement is 
verified to occur outside the critical action or base floodplains.  Planners should assess all aspects of the 
practice including the impact of operation or maintenance and the installation and construction.  For ex-
ample, a structure such as a waste storage facility may occur outside the floodplain, but the construction 
requires a sizeable amount of fill to be placed to facilitate installation.  This fill may extend into the flood-
plain and/or alter the floodplain in some way.  The operation and maintenance of the facility may also 
have impacts that should be considered as well.  All these factors must be considered during planning and 
as such may require floodplain coordination or permits.  This example would have a May Effect (MA) 
determination and should be documented as such. 

Floodplain Management Avoidance Measures  

Once it has been determined that a practice(s) impacts a base floodplain, planners should refer to the 
Avoidance Measures & Effect Determination section of the KICT FPM report for methods to avoid im-
pacts and the Final Determination. It is critical that planners understand implementation of the strategies 
listed in Section A are required to minimize or avoid adverse impacts. 

If avoidance measures are presented, these strategies should be very carefully considered and if feasible, 
become part of the specifications for conservation practices (i.e. the conservation plan). In most instances, 
the avoidance measures are potential strategies to minimize the effects to base floodplains. It is more likely 

 

Base Floodplain 

Critical Action Floodplain 

Actual Practice Location 
AOI 
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for potential adverse effects to occur when practices involve development of structures, ground disturbing 
activities, creation of new agricultural lands, or large and broad scale projects such as landuse change.   

Most of the strategies required are clear and concise.  Typical avoidance measures may require planners 
to relocate practices or consider alternative strategies for fill placement.  The additional strategies for 
practice implementation are found in the Avoidance Measures & Effect Determination, Section A, of the 
report.  

If the KICT determines that there are strategies that should be considered to comply with NRCS Policy, 
Floodplain Management, and E.O. 11988, the table contains practices in the left column and the required 
strategy(s) adjacent to the practice.  All strategies must be implemented as applicable.  

Example 

AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

B. Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse effects to flood-
plain(s) for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, strategies listed below should be incorporated into the conservation plan, 
layout/specifications and operation and/or management of the practice. 
Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

If there is a practicable alternate site, this practice shall be located outside the base 
(100yr) floodplain. 

This practice should be designed and implemented to avoid and/or minimize the place-
ment of fill within the base (100yr) floodplain. 

 

In this example the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) would have avoidance measures that 
should be considered for implementation. It encourages planners to consider and offer the client alternative 
sites for this practice. It also suggests that if an alternative location is not feasible it should be designed to 
minimize fills associated with the installation. 

There are instances when the avoidance measures for practice implementation could require that planners 
contact the county floodplain coordinator. This would occur when a practice(s) could create significant 
disturbance or landuse change and if alternatives are not available, permit(s) may be required prior to 
implementation.  
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Example 

AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

B. Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse effects to flood-
plain(s) for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, strategies listed below should be incorporated into the conservation 
plan, layout/specifications and operation and/or management of the practice. 

Practice Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Heavy Use Area (562) 
This practice may require approval from the county floodplain coordinator and other permis-
sions or permits depending upon how it is implemented. Refer to the list of county floodplain 
coordinators listed in the eFOTG Section II. 

 

In this example, Heavy Use Area (562) has the potential to adversely affect the base floodplain.  Therefore, 
unless alternative locations or practices are available, the client may be required to obtain the county 
floodplain coordinator concurrence. Refer to the section of this module entitled Placement of Practices 
Outside the Floodplain to verify. 

State Floodplain Coordinator Protocol 

In Kentucky, the Division of Water (DOW) Floodplain Management Section has the primary responsibil-
ity for the approval or denial of proposed construction and other activities in the 100-year floodplain for 
all streams in the Commonwealth. In addition, activities that result in physical disturbances to wetlands 
or streams may also require a Water Quality Certification Permit (Clean Water Act Section 401). Refer to 
information regarding the CWA and other appropriate available modules. Practices that cause significant 
filling of floodplains (1 ft. or more), stream crossings, ponds and other impoundments, and stream altera-
tion are activities that may require floodplain coordination. Contact the NEPA Coordinator if there are 
questions regarding significance. 

It is important to note that the avoidance measure is simply alerting the planner of the potential for the 
requirement.  It is the responsibility of the planner to use good judgement and common sense to discern if 
the disturbance or effect to the floodplain is minimal. It is the responsibility of the client to obtain all 
associated permits and permissions prior to installation. 

For more information,  to learn about the permitting process, and method to contact the floodplain coor-
dinator in a county in Kentucky refer to:  http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstruc-
tion.aspx 

If permission from the county floodplain coordinator is required, the following protocol should be fol-
lowed: 
 

1. Inform the client of the potential need to obtain permission from the appropriate county floodplain 
coordinator.   

2. Provide the client with all appropriate information including the list of coordinators found in Sec-
tion II of the eFOTG.  Refer them to the link shown above for the KY Department of Water.  
NOTE:  The requirement to obtain floodplain coordinator permission is often associated with other 
permits including the Clean Water Act. 

http://water.ky.gov/permitting/Pages/KYWaterQualityCertProg.aspx
http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstruction.aspx
http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstruction.aspx
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3. Document the conversation with the client regarding the need for permissions in the assistance 
notes and mark “Needs Further Action” on the Floodplain Management SEC in Section J of the 
Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  Continue planning and revise the CPA-52 when permissions 
are received via the client.  Document the need for floodplain coordination or permits in Section 
K of the CPA-52. 

4. Contact the NEPA Coordinator for additional guidance. 

 

Floodplain Management Effect Determination 

The Avoidance Measures & Effect Determination, Section B, of the KICT FPM report is a tentative effect 
determination.  It is important to understand that this determination may not be final.  The KICT assumes 
that actual practice placement is within the floodplain if the AOI contains a floodplain and meets NRCS 
policy regarding technical and financial assistance. The Final Determination may differ depending upon 
placement of practices within the AOI, implementation of avoidance measures, and other factors.  Planners 
must verify the location of the floodplain with respect to actual practice location.  The Final Determination 
should be recorded in all appropriate environmental documentation. If other practices are added, quanti-
ties, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation, conservation planners must revise 
and resubmit this data to the KICT accordingly. Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity 
to obtain any permits prior to implementation. 

This section of the report is the determination of the project based on practice implementation and appli-
cation of any avoidance measures. This determination should be used to document the effect on the Envi-
ronmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  There are two possible determinations that may result from the KICT 
FPM module report.  They are as follows: 
 

• No effect 
• May effect 

1.  No Effect (NE) or no floodplains within the AOI 

Example  

B. Effect Determination (Tentative) 

It has been determined that the activities described have a No Effect (NE) determination on floodplain areas 
protected under Executive Order 11988 and NRCS policy in GM 190 Part 410, Subpart B, Section 410.25.  

 

In this example, the KICT may have located a floodplain within or near the AOI but the practices imple-
mented will have no effect to the floodplain; or there were no floodplains near or within the AOI.  Planners 
should document the report on the CPA-52 according to policy. 
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3. May Affect (MA) 

Example  
C. Effect Determination (Tentative) 

It has been determined that the activities described have a May Affect (MA) determination on floodplain areas 
protected under Executive Order 11988 and NRCS policy in GM 190 Part 410, Subpart B, Section 410.25.  

 

This determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that affect the base and/or 
critical action floodplain.  These effects can be entirely adverse, entirely beneficial, or a mixture of both.  
Planners should document this on the CPA-52 according to policy. 

Verification of Floodplain Policy  

If practices are being placed within the base or critical action floodplains and the practices will have some 
type of affect, planners are required to verify the following information according to NRCS policy: 

1. Agricultural floodplains have been used for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, or oilseed for at 
least 3 of the 5 years before the request for assistance 

2. Agricultural production is in accordance with any official state or designated area water quality 
plans 

The first statement deals with landuse.  NRCS policy was written to ensure that changes in ecological 
function of floodplains does not occur to make agricultural production possible. It requires planners to 
verify that the affected floodplain was agricultural prior to assistance by NRCS.  This information can be 
verified through several methods such as FSA documentation, photographic evidence, landowner confir-
mation, planner knowledge, etc.  If landuse is in question, planners should always document the source of 
verification.  The term “…request for assistance” should be considered as the time of application with 
respect to the area included in the AOI. 

The second statement ensures that any local or state water quality plans are being implemented and/or are 
not in conflict with client objectives.  Items that may indicate potential incompatibility with these plans 
include but are not limited to: identification by a state water quality agency as a point source pollutant, 
failure to implement nutrient management plans (Ag Water Quality Plans, CAFOs, etc.), planner obser-
vation, and other verifiable information.  Always document sources as applicable. 

NRCS may not provide technical and financial assistance to clients if the results of such assisted actions 
are likely to have significant adverse effects on existing natural and beneficial values in the base floodplain 
and if NRCS determines that there are practicable alternatives outside the base floodplain. NRCS will 
make a case-by-case decision on whether to limit assistance whenever a client proposes converting exist-
ing agricultural land to a significantly more intensive agricultural use that could have significant adverse 
effects on the natural and beneficial values or increase flood risk in the base floodplain. NRCS will care-
fully evaluate the potential extent of the adverse effects and any increased flood risk. 
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If there is evidence that either one or both policy statements above are false, technical and financial as-
sistance may be withdrawn for areas that involve the use of the floodplain in question.  If this decision is 
made, the protocol is as follows: 

4. If the planner/Responsible Federal Official (RFO) determines that the client’s proposed action is 
within the base floodplain and would likely result in adverse effects, incompatible development, 
or an increased flood hazard, it is the responsibility of the planner/RFO to determine and point out 
to the client alternative methods of achieving the objective, as well as alternative locations outside 
the base floodplain.  

5. If the alternative locations are determined to be impractical, the planner/RFO will decide whether 
to continue assistance. If the decision is to terminate assistance for the proposed action, the client 
and the local conservation district, if one exists, will be notified in writing about the decision. 
Contact the NEPA coordinator for further assistance. 

6. If the planner/RFO decides to continue providing technical and financial assistance for a proposed 
action in the base floodplain, which is the only practicable alternative, NRCS may require that the 
proposed action be designed or modified to minimize potential harm to or within the floodplain. 
The planner/RFO will prepare and circulate locally a written notice explaining why the action is 
proposed to be in the base floodplain. Contact the NEPA coordinator for further assistance. 

Potential Benefits to Floodplain Ecology 

The section of the FPM report entitled Potential Benefits to Floodplain Functions lists possible benefits 
that could be realized by the conservation practices listed.  A benefit to floodplain ecology is defined in 
this module as enhancing or restoring floodplain vegetation, restoration of floodplain connectivity, or 
exclusion of livestock or people to restore water quality.  Benefits may include, but are not limited to, 
improved/restored/enhanced agricultural and forest production, production of food and fiber, fish and 
wildlife, temporary floodwater storage and other environmental values. Not every benefit may be appli-
cable to every instance of a resource-practice combination.  Planners will need to determine which benefits 
apply to which circumstances.  Sometimes multiple benefits may apply to a single practice, while other 
times no benefits apply. Planning conditions and resource concerns are varied so the benefits are expressed 
as generalized statements and leave their interpretation open to the planner.  It is important to remember 
that potential benefits are contingent upon proper application and maintenance of practices according to 
the NRCS standard and implementation of any avoidance measures. 

Example 
PRACTICE POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO FLOODPLAIN FUNCTIONS 

Channel Bed Stabilization (584) This practice may be beneficial if installed for the purpose of restoring hy-
drology or vegetation and ecological function to floodplains. 

 

In the example above, the practice may provide a benefit if it is installed and restores the hydrology and/or 
vegetation to an identified floodplain.  



KICT FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM 
 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Ok I don’t want you to get in trouble 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the KY Inter-

agency Coordination Tool (KICT) and generate a Flood-
plain Management report. 

STOP. The determination 
is No Effect (NE) to flood-
plain management SEC.  
Select “No Effect”” on the 
CPA-52. Reference the 

KICT report and continue 
planning. 

Can the avoidance measures identi-
fied be implemented and/or landown-
ers informed of the necessity to obtain 

permits if applicable? 

Does Section II B of 
the KICT report state 
that the practices will 

have no effect (NE) on 
the base or critical ac-

tion floodplains? 

Are there alternative prac-
tices that can be utilized in 
lieu of the planned prac-

tice(s) that require permit-
ting or cannot be imple-

mented? 

No 

Yes 

No Yes 

STOP. The determination is 
May Effect (ME) to a base or 
critical action floodplain. Se-
lect “May Effect” on the CPA-

52. Ensure that avoidance 
measures are incorporated 

into plans and specifications 
and/or permits are secured 

prior to implementation. Doc-
ument any benefits as appro-
priate. Reference the KICT 

report and continue planning. 

STOP. The determination is 
May Effect (ME) because it is 
potentially beneficial to an eco-

logical function of a base or 
critical action floodplain. Select 

“May Effect” on the CPA-52. 
Reference the KICT report and 
continue planning. Document 
any benefits as appropriate. 

Are avoidance strategies 
identified in the Avoidance 

Measures & Effect Determi-
nation, Section A of the 

KICT report? 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT report iden-
tify that the project may occur in a base (100 yr.) or critical action (500 

yr.) floodplain? 
 

STOP. The resource is not present. En-
ter “No Effect” on the CPA-52. Docu-
ment and attach the KICT printout and 
continue planning. Document if flood-

plains are present but practices are not 
placed within the floodplain. 

Ensure that (1) Agricultural floodplains have been used for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, or 
oilseed for at least 3 of the 5 years before the request for assistance; and (2) agricultural produc-
tion is in accordance with any official state or designated area water quality plans. 

 

No 

STOP. The determination is May Effect (ME) to a crit-
ical action or base floodplain. Select “May Effect” and 
reference the KICT report on the CPA-52.  Discon-

tinue planning. Inform the client that NRCS is not au-
thorized to offer further technical or financial assis-

tance for the practice(s) or project*. Document all in-
formation thoroughly in the conservation assistance 

notes. Consult the NEPA coordinator for any possible 
alternate avoidance measures and further guidance. 

Can practices be relocated out-
side the base or critical floodplain 
and still achieve the conservation 
planning purpose; or can compli-
ance with water quality plans be 

achieved? 

Enter the alternative prac-
tices into the KICT and re-
evaluate the affects by re-

peating the process. 

Yes 

Identify alternate locations and 
re-enter information into the 

KICT. 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May 
Effect (ME) to a base or critical 

action floodplain. Select “May Ef-
fect” and reference the KICT re-

port on the CPA-52. If permits are 
required, inform landowners that 
they will be responsible for ob-

taining permits prior to implemen-
tation and further technical assis-
tance. Consult the NEPA coordi-
nator for any possible alternate 

avoidance measures and further 
guidance. Inform the landowner 

of the potential for floodplain 
modifications and potential to 

withdraw from financial and tech-
nical assistance*. Document all 

information thoroughly in the con-
servation assistance notes. 

No 

Yes 
No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

*According to national NRCS policy If the decision is to terminate assistance for the proposed action, the 
client and the local conservation district will be notified in writing about the decision. 190-GM, Part 410, 
Subpart B, Section 410.25 (J) 
 

Are planned practices being placed/implemented within a floodplain. 
(Enable KICT floodplain layer to assist visually)? 

 

No 

Yes 
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Documentation of the Floodplain Management Module on the CPA-52 

The following is an example of how to document the floodplain management SEC on the Environmental 
Evaluation (CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of resources, impacts, and all policy concerns related to 
floodplains.  Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it 
represents. To document the results of this module for NRCS-controlled actions, utilize the following pro-
cess: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT FPM report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the project occurs in a base or critical action floodplain.  This information will 
be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT FPM report.  Identify the presence or absence of the 
floodplain type (if any) in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52.  If the Potential Impact sec-
tion of the FPM report indicates that there is not a floodplain present within AOI, document in sections G 
and J of the CPA-52 and proceed with planning.  

 

 

 

 
Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the floodplain 
identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect floodplain ecology. In the ex-
ample below, it was determined that no action may affect water quality. 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

 

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.

Floodplain Management
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

KICT FPM report indicates the 
presence of a base (100yr) 
floodplain within or near the 
CPU

Floodplain Management
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

KICT FPM report indicates the 
presence of a base (100yr) 
floodplain within or near the 
CPU

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
activities and waste could 
exacerbate current water quality 
concerns in nearby surface 
waters.
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Step 4 – Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B 
of the KICT FPM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

 

Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, and practice placement is verified, ensure that 
floodplains have been used for production for 3 of the last 5 years and it is in accordance with any official 
state or designated water quality plans. Refer to the section Verification of Floodplain Policy of this mod-
ule. 

 

Step 6 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the FPM module (Step 4) of the KICT. 

 

 

 

 
OR 

 

 

 

Floodplain Management
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

KICT FPM report indicates the 
presence of a base (100yr) 
floodplain within or near the 
CPU

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
activities and waste could 
exacerbate current water quality 
concerns in nearby surface 
waters.

May Effect
Placement of (317) will be 
outside of base floodplain and 
potential benefits of (590) to 
associated water quality.  Refer 
to KICT FPM report entitled 
XYZ123 dated July 11, 2019
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Step 7 – If permits are required, document the necessity to obtain a permit and the agency(s) required to be 
contacted in Section K. 

 

 

Step 8 – Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-52.  
Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and attach it to the CPA-52 as supporting information. 
However, it is highly recommended that the required avoidance measures be identified either under the 
Alternative in Section J or Mitigation in Section L. 

 
Step 9 – Ensure that the KICT FPM report name appears on the CPA-52.  Note:  It is highly recom-
mended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional Notes section of 
the CPA-52. 

 

No permits or agencies will be required 
to be contacted.

Alternative 1

Easements, Permissions, 
Public Review, or Permits 
Required and Agencies 
Consulted.

Due to significant fill placed within the 
base floodplain, informed client to 
contact floodplain coordinator for 
Fayette county and obtain permisison 
prior to implementation of (XYZ) 

ti

Alternative 2No Action
K.  Other Agencies and 
Broad Public Concerns

S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the FPM KICT Report dated 7/11/2019 Junior Sample F123 T456

Chris P. Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Planner 20-Jul-19

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.

 

 

AND/OR 

 

L.  Mitigation
(Record actions to avoid, 
minimize, and compensate)

Not applicable Required avoidance measures for 
Floodplain Management include 
locating (317) Compositing Facility 
ouside of 100 year floodplain.

Floodplain Management
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

KICT FPM report indicates the 
presence of a base (100yr) 
floodplain within or near the 
CPU

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
activities and waste could 
exacerbate current water quality 
concerns in nearby surface 
waters.

May Effect
Placement of (317) will be 
outside of base floodplain and 
potential benefits of (590) to 
associated water quality.  Refer 
to KICT FPM report entitled 
XYZ123 dated July 11, 2019
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XI. INVASIVE SPECIES MODULE 

Invasive Species Module (ISM) Description 

Invasive species Executive Order (E.O.) 13112 directs Federal agencies to “prevent the introduction of 
invasive species, provide for their control, and to minimize the economic, ecological, and human health 
impacts that invasive species cause.”  NRCS policy (190-GM, Part 414) is consistent with this EO and 
requires that no actions be authorized, funded, or carried out that is believed to or is likely to cause or 
promote the introduction or spread of invasive species in the U.S. or elsewhere.  Policy requires NRCS 
planners to consider invasive species and document the effects on the environmental evaluation and within 
the conservation plan.  To assist field staff, this module was developed for the following objectives: 

1. As an identifiable screening method to satisfy policy and EO requirements as stated above; 
2. To identify known areas that may contain potentially invasive species and practices that could have 

a potential effect to those species either beneficial or adverse; 
3. To find ways to avoid or minimize the potential introduction or spread of invasive species;  
4. To identify potential control measures (potential benefits) to areas that are known to contain poten-

tially invasive species; 
5. To provide this information to conservation planners in a clear, concise method allowing documen-

tation of the NEPA process (CPA-52) in conjunction with decision makers and conservation plan-
ning. 

The list of invasive species utilized in this module contains plants and animals that occur on the Federal or 
State-specific noxious weed list and developed by the Department of Agriculture with their partners and 
approved by the State Technical Committee which prohibits or cautions their use due to invasive qualities.  
This list is not all inclusive and many other species may be considered invasive. The current invasive species 
list that meets all the criteria may be found in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide (FOTG).   

The process outlined in this module is meant to be utilized only as a screening tool and a starting point for 
conservation planning to help justify and assist activities according to NRCS policy. Invasive species are 
dynamic, and planners should always assess the presence of species not on the list or not identified within 
GIS data layers that may adversely affect planning.  All determinations should be field verified, and the 
effect shown on reports will be a tentative determination until field verification is complete.  

Since populations of invasive species are dynamic, vary in size and scope and often time ubiquitous, it will 
be necessary for planners to use sound judgement regarding the requirements and considerations for imple-
mentation of conservation practices.  Individual specimens of some species may not warrant wide scale, 
strict control procedures because these species occur frequently on almost all landscapes.  In these instances, 
some occurrence is expected and may be controlled relatively easily (e.g. Johnsongrass).  In other cases, a 
single or very small populations of individuals may warrant a broadly based and strict control measures 
(e.g. giant hogweed, Asian carp). 

Data Inputs for Invasive Species 

The data available in formats needed for conservation planning are severely lacking.  Plant populations are 
dynamic and always changing, therefore the data is most often inaccurate.  Some of the current data is only 
available on a countywide basis. NRCS staff will have the option of assisting with gathering of this infor-
mation through the EDDMapS service upon approval and permission from the landowner.  Therefore, the 
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data gathered may be further utilized as the data in the KICT is updated.  If planners are interested in 
assisting with this data gathering, contact the State Biologist for instructions and details. 

Interpreting the Invasive Species Module (ISM) Results 

To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided, confirm 
the presence absence and, if necessary, convey that information to the client by incorporation into specifi-
cations, designs, or maintenance of conservation practices. Once an ISM query is returned, users should 
determine if a project:  

1. Contains or is in close proximity to known populations of invasive species; 
2. determine if the selected practice(s) has effects to those identified areas;  
3. consider any measures to avoid the propagation, introduction and further spread of those species; 
4. field verify the existence of those and other species 
5. note/document any potential benefits to prevent further invasion 

ISM Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts to invasive species are grouped into six broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple 
impacts may apply to a practice.  The impact categories are as follows: 

1. ground-disturbing activities and where bare soil is exposed; 
2. disturbance, movement of people, water, soil, livestock or equipment through or near terrestrial or 

aquatic habitats; 
3. incidentally creating suitable habitat through alteration of light regimes; 
4. creation of a suitable habitat through alteration of hydrologic regimes; 
5. stockpiling mediums such as water, plant material, animal waste or other materials; and 
6. landuse changes/conversions. 

 

The following are examples of possible outcomes in of the KICT ISM report. One or more of these potential 
impacts could appear on reports. 

If there are no known populations of invasive species within or near the AOI, the KICT output in Section I 
of the report will state the following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in close proximity to known pop-
ulations of potentially invasive species that include the following: 
None 
The following adverse impacts could potentially cause or promote the introduction or spread of invasive species due 
to installation, maintenance and operation of one or more of the conservation practices listed: 
None 
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The output above indicates that populations of invasive species do not appear to be in or near the AOI and 
no known populations will be affected by the practices.  The planner must field verify this determination. 
Once verified,  document and proceed.  

In the next example, a population of an invasive species is identified and the KICT output does not iden-
tify any potential impacts: 
 
Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in close proximity to known pop-
ulations of potentially invasive species that include the following: 
giant foxtail, hemlock woolly adelgid 
The following adverse impacts could potentially cause or promote the introduction or spread of invasive species due 
to installation, maintenance and operation of one or more of the conservation practices listed: 
None 

 

This indicates that the AOI contains or is in very close proximity to known populations of two species, 
however, the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to either of them.  Planners should proceed 
to subsequent sections of the report to review any other relevant information. 

 
 
The AOI contains, or is near, a known population of an invasive species and potential adverse effects are 
identified as follows: 
 
Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project area may occur within or near the fol-
lowing type of floodplain: 
giant foxtail, hemlock woolly adelgid 
The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the conservation 
practices listed: 

This practice may provide a vector or cause the introduction or spread of invasive species through ground-disturbing 
activities where bare soil and ground disturbance is at least temporarily exposed. 

 

This example shows that there is a potentially adverse impact associated with the installation of the prac-
tice(s) to at least one of the known populations of invasive species.  Planners need to proceed to the follow-
ing sections of the report to see the considerations to help avoid potential impacts. 

ISM Considerations & Effect Determination 

 Once it is determined that at least some practices queried may potentially affect invasive species, planners 
should refer to the Considerations & Effect Determination of the ISM report. The KICT provides consid-
erations for planners to implement regarding invasive species.  These considerations should be carefully 
evaluated to determine if they apply.  
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A. Considerations  

The considerations presented by the KICT in this module are suggestions that should be analyzed by the 
planner and incorporated into practicable alternatives for improving/maintaining and managing threats 
caused by invasive species.  These considerations are management actions that demonstrate controllable 
measures and show good faith in adhering to NRCS policy. They may be used in the thought process for 
planning alternatives for the client and are identified in Section A of the report. If the KICT determines that 
there are issues that should be considered, the table contains practices in the left column and the consider-
ation(s) listed adjacent to the practice.  All considerations and identification of invasive species threats 
should be field verified. The following is an example of how a consideration will be shown. 

Example 

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Considerations 
Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices in this 
area.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during conservation planning and applied when 
developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for the practice listed. 

Composting Facility (317) 

Ensure that any bare soil is exposed for the shortest duration possible and stabilized in a 
timely manner to prevent the establishment of invasive species. Avoid unnecessary soil 
disturbance where invasive plants could rapidly colonize areas of disturbed soil. Consider 
the use of pre/post emergent herbicides or no-till planting methods where appropriate. 

When possible during construction, utilize on-site soil material (existing seedbank) and 
avoid transporting any materials into or out of the immediate project area. If transporting 
material that may contain invasive sources, dispose of those materials properly on site. 

 

In this example, a composting facility is planned near known populations of invasive species.  The consid-
erations provided are reminding planners that the construction, waste handling and methods of disposal 
should be performed in a manner that does not promote the incidental introduction of invasive species. 

B. Effect Determination (Tentative) 

Section B of the ISM report is the Effect Determination.  This section of the report is the determination of 
the project based on practice implementation.  It is important to remember that the Effect Determination 
shown is a “tentative determination” and requires field verification of populations of invasive species.  For 
example, if field verification shows the presence of invasive species where the KICT does not have data, 
the determination on the CPA-52 may be different than shown on the report.  Conversely, some data in the 
KICT is indicative of a species that is known throughout an entire region or county and may not necessarily 
be present in, or even reasonably close to, the AOI.  Always field verify and use recommendations as they 
are relevant. 

There are two possible determinations that may result from the ISM module report.  They are as follows: 

• No finding (No Effect) OR No effect 
• May effect 

1.   No Finding (no known populations of invasive species) or No Effect (NE) 
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For projects that do not contain or are in proximity to known populations of invasive species, or the con-
servation practices installed have no effect to spread or propagation of invasive species, Section B of the 
ISM report will state the following: 

Example  

Effect Determination (tentative) 
The activities described has a No Effect (NE) determination to invasive species under Executive Order (E.O.) 13112 
and NRCS policy located in 190-GM, Part 414. This determination is based solely on known and reported data held 
by the Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission and other sources and is not comprehensive.  Invasive species are 
dynamic and not all populations have been identified.  If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other 
significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners should revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
Note:  This determination must always be field verified.  Utilize this determination to screen the area for 
potential invasive species. There could be undocumented potentially invasive species present on site. Doc-
ument the determination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site analysis. Therefore, the final 
determination shown above may differ. 

 

In the example above, even though the KICT identified a potential population of invasive species within or 
near the AOI, the practices implemented will have no effect to those species.  Planners must field verify 
this determination and determine if it is accurate. If accurate, document the report on the Environmental 
Evaluation (CPA-52) according to policy.  If not, determine other actions as appropriate according to policy. 

2.  May Effect (ME) 

This effect determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could affect 
known populations of invasive species.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of 
both.   

Example  

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 
The activities described has a May Effect (ME) determination to invasive species under Executive Order (E.O.) 13112 
and NRCS policy located in 190-GM, Part 414. This determination is based solely on known and reported data held 
by the Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission and other sources and is not comprehensive.  Invasive species are 
dynamic and not all populations have been identified.  If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other 
significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners should revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
Note:  This determination must always be field verified.  Utilize this determination to screen the area for 
potential invasive species. There could be undocumented potentially invasive species present on site. Doc-
ument the determination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site analysis. Therefore, the final 
determination shown above may differ. 

 

Process for Mitigating Potential Invasive Species 

Occasionally the KICT may provide a consideration that cautions the planner in the use of a practice in a 
setting with verified or suspected populations of invasive species. 
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Example  

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Considerations 
Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices in this 
area.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during conservation planning and applied when 
developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for the practice listed. 

Forest Stand Improvement 
(666) 

This practice should not be implemented in this setting without confirmation that this 
species could be affected, and a control strategy outlined. Verified or suspected popu-
lations of this species should be reported to the Kentucky Nature Preserves, Kentucky 
Division of Forestry or Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources. Contact 
the State Biologist to verify and assist with this process. 

 

If a planner receives this response from the tool the following process should be followed. 

1) Field verify the response.  Data in the tool is dynamic and is often wide ranging (i.e. county 
wide).  Planners should ensure that the invasive species identified by the tool is in fact present 
and will be affected on the site. 

2) If the species is verified to be present on the site and affected, investigate if the species has been 
addressed by other methods such as a forest management plan, cooperative extension pest man-
agement plan, etc. 

3) If no mitigation plan is available, and in the opinion of the planner the practice is likely to violate 
NRCS policy, inform the client that there is a potential to promote, introduce or otherwise further 
the spread of a potentially invasive species.  Document this finding in the conservation assis-
tance notes.  

4) Contact the State Biologist or NEPA coordinator to determine additional guidance as necessary.   

Potential Control Benefits to Known Populations of Invasive Species 

The Potential Benefits section of the ISM report lists any potential benefits to controlling the spread or 
introduction of invasive species.   These benefits may be directly or indirectly realized through practice 
installation, operation, or maintenance.  

Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO CONTROL OF INVASIVE SPECIES 

The following practices may assist with prevention, introduction, spread, or promotion of known populations of inva-
sive species: 
Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Nutrient Management (590) This practice may prevent introduction, promotion or mitigate the spread of inva-
sive species through proper livestock management. 

 
 

In the example above, the practice provides a benefit by potentially eliminating an  invasive species vector. 
If this information is used as justification of benefit or to rank a client for program participation, the report 
must be retained, and practices implemented according to any required measures outlined in the report.  It 
is recommended that conservation assistance notes be utilized as to the application of which benefits apply 
and the supporting rationale.   
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KICT INVASIVE SPECIES MODULE (ISM) REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the 

KY Interagency Coordination Tool (KICT) and 
generate an Invasive Species Module report. 

STOP. The determination is No Effect (NE) to the 
Invasive Species SEC.  Select “No Effect” and in-

dicate “See attached report” on the CPA-52. 
Maintain the KICT printout and continue planning. 

Does the Considerations and Effect Determination 
section of the Invasive Species module state that 

the practices will have no effect (NE) to known 
populations of invasive species? Are there alternative prac-

tices that can be utilized in 
lieu of the planned prac-

tice(s)? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of 
the Invasive Species Module KICT report identify 

that the project may contain an area that has 
known populations of invasive species? 

STOP. Potentially Invasive Species 
are not present. Enter “No Effect” on 
the CPA-52 under the Invasive Spe-
cies SEC. Document and maintain 
the KICT module printout and con-

tinue planning.  

Enter the alternative prac-
tices and/or location into 
the KICT and re-evaluate 

the affects by repeating the 
process. 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May Ef-
fect (MA). Select “May Effect” and indi-
cate “See attached report” on the CPA-
52. Maintain the KICT printout. Docu-
ment all information and presentation 
of alternatives thoroughly in the con-

servation assistance notes. Consult the 
State Biologist or NEPA coordinator to 

determine guidance.  

No 

Are mitigation considerations identified in 
the Mitigation Consideration & Effect Deter-

mination section of the KICT report? 

STOP. The determination is May Effect (MA) to known populations of 
invasive species.  Select “May Effect” and indicate “See attached re-
port” on the CPA-52. Inform landowners and alter design and imple-

mentation as necessary Maintain the KICT printout and continue plan-
ning. 

Yes 

On-site verification at the planning level indi-
cates that there is no potential to introduce, 

spread or promote any invasive species. 
 

Where appropriate and feasible, are the con-
siderations identified able to be implemented 
OR can practices be relocated, modified, or 
moved to avoid potential invasive species in-

troduction, spread or promotion? 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May Affect (MA) because it is 
potentially beneficial or contains control measures  to areas 
that are known to contain potentially invasive species. Se-
lect “May Effect” and reference the KICT report. Maintain 
the report and continue planning. Document any benefits 

as appropriate. 

No 

On-site verification at the 
planning level indicates that 
there is no potential to intro-
duce, spread or promote any 

invasive species. 
 

On-site verification at the planning level indi-
cates that there is no potential to introduce, 

spread or promote any invasive species. 
 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

Yes 
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Documentation of the Invasive Species Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Invasive Species SEC on the Environmental Evalua-
tion (CPA-52).  To document the results of this module, utilize the following process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the AOI is within or near known populations of invasive species.  This infor-
mation will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT ISM report.  Identify the presence or 
absence of known populations in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52. NOTE:  Planners must 
field verify this information.  If there are populations of invasive species that are not known by the KICT 
utilize on site data.   If the Potential Impact section of the KICT ISM report indicates that there are no 
known invasive species present within or near the AOI, verify and document in sections G and J of the 
CPA-52 and proceed with planning.  

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.

Invasive Species

The KICT Invasive Species 
report entitled XYZ123 
indicates that there are two 
known populations of invasive 
species (giant foxtail, hemlock 
woolly adelgid) present within 
or near the PLU.  These 
populations have been field 
verified to exist.

Guide Sheet
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Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the invasive 
species identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the known populations 
of invasive species. In the example below, it was determined that the No Action may affect those popula-
tions. 

 

Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B 
of the KICT ISM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

 
OR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Invasive Species

The KICT Invasive Species 
report entitled XYZ123 
indicates that there are two 
known populations of invasive 
species (giant foxtail, hemlock 
woolly adelgid) present within 
or near the PLU.  These 
populations have been field 
verified to exist.

May Effect
Current management uses 
practices that cause bare 
ground and disturbance near 
populations of giant foxtail.  
Storage of manure and other 
organic wastes may contain 
seed sources and provide a 
vector for further spread.

Guide Sheet

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
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Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is field verified, consider the recommendations shown in 
section A of the report and if they apply, record them in any specifications and/or within the environmen-
tal evaluation as appropriate.  

 

In this example, the report shows two practices 
planned, 590 and 317 (from Step 1).  The 590 prac-
tice has no considerations, but the 317 practice has 
some considerations to be addressed. The 590 prac-
tice may also be beneficial to help prevent further 
spread of one or more listed invasive species. 

 

 

Step 6 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the ISM module (step 4) of the KICT and the determination of effect in Step 4 and field 
verification. Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-
52.  Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and maintain it with the CPA-52 as supporting 
information. Document the supporting rationale in Section J. 

 

 
 

 

 

Invasive Species
Construction of the 317 facility 
will not be near known 
populations of invasive species.  
Bare ground will be minimized 
and caution utilized to not 
transport materials form the 
immediate vicinity.  All 
construction disturbance will be 
reseeded immediately.  590 will 
better manage nutrients and 
minimize the potential to spread 
through seed dispersal.

The KICT Invasive Species 
report entitled XYZ123 
indicates that there are two 
known populations of invasive 
species (giant foxtail, hemlock 
woolly adelgid) present within 
or near the PLU.  These 
populations have been field 
verified to exist.

May Effect
Current management uses 
practices that cause bare 
ground and disturbance near 
populations of giant foxtail.  
Storage of manure and other 
organic wastes may contain 
seed sources and provide a 
vector for further spread.

Guide Sheet
May Effect

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
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Step 7 – Ensure that the name of the KICT ISM report name appears in Section J of the CPA-52.  Note:  
It is highly recommended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional 
Notes section of the CPA-52.  

I
S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT report dated 7/11/2019 entitled XYZ123

Joe D Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Manager 7/27/2019

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.
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XII. NATURAL AREA MODULE 

Module Description 

Natural areas are defined as land or water units where natural conditions are maintained insofar as possible. 
Natural conditions usually result from allowing ordinary physical and biological processes to operate with 
a minimum of human intervention. Manipulations may be required on natural areas to maintain or restore 
features that the areas were established to protect. 

Natural areas may be designated areas of Federal government, non-Federal government, or privately con-
trolled land. Designation may be formal, as in Federally regulated natural areas, or by foundations or con-
servation organizations specifically created to acquire and maintain natural areas. Private landowners may 
also informally designate a specific area as a natural area and manage it accordingly. Several professional 
societies concerned with renewable natural resources encourage establishment of natural areas withdrawn 
from economic uses and recognition of natural areas maintained and managed in economic enterprises. 

Natural areas in Kentucky are officially identified by the Kentucky Nature Preserves (KNP).  The KNP 
owns and/or manages a system of dedicated state nature preserves, state natural areas, and conservation 
easements. These areas encompass 28,022 total acres of ecological communities and natural habitat for rare 
species across the state.  Program activities center around several key focus areas: natural community res-
toration and management; rare species protection and enhancement; research and education; and passive 
recreational use by the public. The full description of the effects used in the KICT may be found in the 
document entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Natural Areas - for Conservation 
Planning and Program Implementation in Section II of the KY NRCS Field Office Technical Guide. 

The main goals of this module are: 

1. locate and identify officially designated natural areas for field staff;  
2. identify practices that could have a potential adverse effect to officially designated natural areas; 
3. identify items of consideration when implementing practices adjacent or near officially designated 

natural areas;  
4. identify potential positive effects of practices (potential benefits) to natural areas, and; 
5. provide this information to conservation planners in a clear, concise method allowing documenta-

tion of the NEPA process (CPA-52) in conjunction with decision makers and conservation planning. 

The three main sections of the KICT NAM report are: 

1) Potential Impact Information 
2) Considerations & Effect Determination 
3) Potential Benefits 
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Interpreting the Natural Area Module (NAM) Results 

Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included in 
reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results 
of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey that 
information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation prac-
tices.  

Once a NAM report is returned, planners should determine if a project:  

1. contains or is adjacent to an officially designated natural area; 
2. determine if the selected practice(s) has effects to those identified areas;  
3. consider any measures to compliment those areas 
4. note/document any potential benefits to natural areas 

The following sections show results from the report and will assist planners in making decisions regarding 
documentation and planning. 

NAM Potential Impact Information 

The first section of the NAM report identifies if the AOI outlined by the planner contains or is adjacent to 
an officially designated natural area and if there is a potential for adverse effects caused by the selected 
practices. 

If there are no officially designated natural areas within or adjacent to the AOI, the KICT output will state 
the following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in close proximity to the following 
designated natural area: 
None 

Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
 

If there are officially designated natural areas, the KICT will list the type of natural area(s) with any poten-
tial adverse impact to them.  The report will not provide the name of the area but identify it as an officially 
designated area (i.e. State Nature Preserve/State Natural Area/KY Heritage Land). Note that the KICT does 
not take into consideration natural areas that are unofficially designated by private landowners or other 
entities.  Landowners may designate natural areas on their property.  Planners should consider those pri-
vately designated areas in addition to officially designated areas. 
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Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in close proximity to the following 
designated natural area: 
State Nature Preserve / State Natural Area / KY Heritage Land 

Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

This project may impact the ecological functions within or immediately adjacent to a designated natural area. 
 

In this example, a natural area occurs within or near the AOI and the practices selected could have an 
adverse ecological effect. When there is no known adverse effect from selected practices, the last row will 
state ‘None’. 

NAM Considerations & Effect Determination 

 Once it is determined that at least some practices queried may affect a natural area, planners should refer 
to the Considerations & Effect Determination of the NAM report. NRCS is required to provide alternatives 
to clients whose objectives may conflict with natural area management. The KICT provides considerations 
for planners to implement for managing natural areas.  These considerations should be carefully evaluated 
to determine if they apply.  

C. Considerations  

The considerations presented by the KICT in this module are suggestions that should be analyzed by the 
planner and incorporated into practicable alternatives for improving/maintaining and managing natural ar-
eas and/or water quality.  These considerations are management actions that demonstrate controllable 
measures and show good faith in adhering to NRCS policy. These considerations can be used in the thought 
process for planning alternatives for the client and are found in Section A of the report. If the KICT deter-
mines that there are issues that should be considered, the table contains practices in the left column and the 
consideration(s) listed adjacent to the practice.  The following is an example of how a consideration will be 
shown. 

Example 

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices 
within, near or adjacent to natural areas.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during 
conservation planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for 
the practice listed. 

Practice  Considerations 

Composting Facility (317) 

Consider the methods of operation and maintenance of this practice to avoid 
adverse impacts to adjacent natural habitats.  This may include pesticide han-
dling and application, mechanical treatments, installation of structures, live-
stock management, water management, etc. 
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In this example, a composting facility is planned near or in a natural area.  The consideration provided is 
reminding planners that the waste handling and methods of disposal should be handled and disposed of in 
a manner that does not adversely affect the adjacent habitat or natural area. 

D. Effect Determination (Tentative) 

Section B of the NAM report is the Effect Determination.  This section of the report is the determination of 
the project based on practice implementation.  It is important to remember that the Effect Determination 
shown assumes that the practices are located within the zone of influence of a natural area.  If alternate 
locations are chosen within the same AOI, or if actual placement of practices are not located within this 
zone of influence, the determination on the CPA-52 may be different than shown on the report.  Zones of 
influence vary for each practice and application of the practice and is the responsibility of the planner to 
determine.  It is important for planners to think of how the practice is implemented and managed to deter-
mine if and how a natural area will be implemented.   

There are two possible determinations that may result from the NAM module report.  They are as follows: 

• No finding (No Effect) OR No effect 
• May effect 

 
 1.   No Finding (no natural areas within the AOI) or No Effect (NE) 

 
For projects that do not contain or are in proximity to designated natural areas, or the conservation 
practices installed have no effect to the functions or goals of the natural area, Section B of the NAM 
report will state the following: 

Example  

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a No Effect (NE) determination on natural areas protected under federal regulations (GM 
190 Part 410.23). This determination assumes that placement of practices is reasonably near or adjacent to known 
natural areas. This determination could change depending upon the placement of practices within the area of interest 
and other factors.  Utilize this determination to screen the area and document as appropriate on any environmental 
evaluations. Planners should determine if there are any other designations of natural areas and determine those 
effects using on-site analysis. 

Note:  This determination does not take into consideration natural areas that are unofficially designated by private 
landowners or other entities.  Landowners may designate natural areas on their property.  Planners should consider 
those privately designated areas in addition to officially designated areas. 

 

In the example above, even though the KICT located a resource within or near the AOI, the practices im-
plemented will have no effect to the natural area.  Planners should document the report on the Environmen-
tal Evaluation (CPA-52) according to policy.  Planners must also determine if unofficially designated nat-
ural areas exist.  These are not considered by the KICT and the determination may change. 

2.  May Affect (MA) 

This Effect Determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that affect an offi-
cially designated area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.   
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Example  

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a May Affect (MA) determination on natural areas protected under federal regulations 
(GM 190 Part 410.23). This determination assumes that placement of practices is reasonably near or adjacent to 
known natural areas. This determination could change depending upon the placement of practices within the area of 
interest and other factors.  Utilize this determination to screen the area and document as appropriate on any envi-
ronmental evaluations. Planners should determine if there are any other designations of natural areas and determine 
those effects using on-site analysis. 

Note:  This determination does not take into consideration natural areas that are unofficially designated by private 
landowners or other entities.  Landowners may designate natural areas on their property.  Planners should consider 
those privately designated areas in addition to officially designated areas. 

 

Verification of Placement of Practices Within the Zone of Influence of Natural Areas 

Planners may receive a NAM report that verifies a natural area is present within or near the AOI.  However, 
the actual placement of the practice will not affect the ecological functions of the natural area. Each NRCS 
practice has unique implementation, operation, and maintenance requirements.  Therefore, the zones of 
influence to natural areas will vary depending on many factors. Planners should determine if each practice 
within the AOI will influence the characteristics of the natural area and/or its influence zone.  

To assist planners in determining the zone of influence of a practice, it may be necessary to visually confirm 
the location of the natural area with respect to the AOI.  This may be critical especially when determining 
the potential to affect a natural area that also has aquatic resources or where management of a conservation 
practice may encompass a larger footprint.  Enable the Natural Area layer button to visually see the known 
and officially designated natural areas.  Note that this layer does not include those natural areas that are 
unofficially designated or those designated privately. For more information regarding the tool layer buttons 
refer to the section of this handbook entitled Layer Buttons. 

For example, the planner has 
submitted a query for an 
Agrichemical Handling Facil-
ity (309) in an AOI. However, 
during the planning process, it 
has been determined that the 
placement of that practice will 
be located a considerable dis-
tance away from the natural 
area and will not impact it eco-
logically through operation or 
maintenance. Systematically 
verify the locations of any other 
practices in the same fashion 
and apply avoidance measures 
and benefits as applicable. If all 
the practices submitted fall out-

side this zone of influence of the natural area(s), document “No Effect” to the resource appropriately. If 
practices are verified to affect natural areas, continue to other sections of the report to determine the effects, 
considerations, benefits, etc. 

 

Actual Practice Location 

Natural Areas 

AOI 
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Potential Benefits to Natural Areas 

The Potential Benefits section of the NAM report lists the possible benefits to the values or characteristics 
protected under a natural area designation in specific circumstances and locations.  Benefits to natural areas 
may be provided by conservation practice installation, operation, or maintenance.  A benefit should be 
complimentary to the ecology and objectives of the adjacent natural area.  

Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

The following practices may provide beneficial contributions to known adjacent natural areas: 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Structure for Water Control 
(587) 

This practice may be beneficial if it eliminates a pollutant source from a natural area 
or an adjacent natural area (e.g. sediment, pesticide, etc.). 

To determine the goals of an adjacent natural area, consider coordinating with the Kentucky Nature Preserves and/or 
the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife to coordinate activities with adjacent lands at http://naturepre-
serves.ky.gov/ or call 502-573-2886; or email KNP at naturepreserves@ky.org  

 

In the example above, the practice provides a benefit by eliminating a potential water quality issue from a 
natural area. 

If this information is used as justification of benefit or to rank a client for program participation, the report 
must be retained, and practices implemented according to any required measures outlined in the report.  It 
is recommended that conservation assistance notes be utilized as to the application of which benefits apply 
and the supporting rationale.   

Coordinating Goals and Objectives of Natural Areas 

Natural areas managed by the Kentucky Nature Preserves (KNP) are governed by one or more goals and 
objectives for the area.  The main goals for existing natural areas are as follows: 

• natural community restoration and management 
• fire management and reintroduction of fire in natural ecosystems 
• rare species protection 
• research, education, and/or passive recreation 

The KICT may provide a potential benefit narrative that informs the planner that the practices may be 
beneficial if the goals and objectives of the area are similar.  

http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/
http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/
mailto:naturepreserves@ky.org
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Example 
POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

The following practices may provide beneficial contributions to known adjacent natural areas: 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Prescribed Burning (338) 

Consider consulting with the agency or personnel responsible for monitoring of 
the adjacent natural area to coordinate these types of activities to compliment 
goals, missions and purposes.  Contact the NEPA coordinator for information re-
garding various strategies. 

To determine the goals of an adjacent natural area, consider coordinating with the Kentucky Nature Preserves and/or 
the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife to coordinate activities with adjacent lands at http://naturepre-
serves.ky.gov/ or call 502-573-2886; or email KNP at naturepreserves@ky.org  

 

In the example above, the practice Prescribed Burning (338) may provide additional benefits if one of the 
goals and objectives of the adjacent natural area is restoration or reintroduction of fire in natural ecosystems.  
This should be a prompt to the planner to coordinate this activity with adjacent natural area managers. 
Coordination with adjacent natural area goals and objectives is highly encouraged but not required. 

In order to know what the goals and objectives are of the practices implemented within or adjacent to natural 
areas, planners will need to have local knowledge of the area or refer to the KNP map and/or the document 
entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Natural Areas - For Conservation Planning and 
Program Implementation in Section II of the eFOTG.   

The process to coordinate goals and objectives should be as follows: 

1) Determine the location and name of the KNP managed State Nature Preserve, State Natural Area, 
or KY Heritage Land Conservation Fund Site by referring to the eFOTG, Section II. 

2) Discuss with the client and document the objectives and goals of coordination in the assistance 
notes. 

3) Contact the NEPA Coordinator or State Biologist to determine the goals of an adjacent natural area 
if the planner does not have information regarding the natural area shown by the KICT.  

4) Coordinate implementation and operation as necessary. 

 

 

http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/
http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/
mailto:naturepreserves@ky.org
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A. KICT NATURAL AREA MODULE (NAM) REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the KY Inter-
agency Coordination Tool (KICT) and generate a Natural 

Area Module report. 

*Note: This module does not take into consideration natural areas that are unofficially or informally designated by pri-
vate landowners or other entities.  Landowners may designate natural areas on their property and planners should utilize 
the process outlined above to determine the nature of the effect and various considerations. 

STOP. The determina-
tion is No Effect (NE) to 
the Natural Areas SEC.  
Select “No Effect” and 
indicate “See attached 
report” on the CPA-52. 

Attach the KICT printout 
and continue planning. 

Are considerations feasible to im-
plement and practice installations 
do not adversely affect the func-

tions or goals and objectives of the 
natural area? 

Does the Considerations 
and Effect Determination 

section of the Natural 
Area Module report state 

that the practices will have 
no effect (NE) on the natu-

ral area? Are there alternative 
practices that can be 
utilized in lieu of the 
planned practice(s)? 

No 

Yes 
No 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May Effect 
(ME) to a natural area. Select “May Ef-
fect” and indicate “See attached report” 
on the CPA-52. Ensure that any consid-
erations are noted or incorporated into 
plans and specifications prior to imple-
mentation. Attach the KICT printout and 
continue planning. Document any ben-

efits as appropriate. 

STOP. The determination is May 
Effect (ME) because the activities 
are potentially all beneficial to one 
or more ecological functions of an 
adjacent or nearby natural area. 
Select “May Effect” and indicate 

“See attached report” on the CPA-
52. Attach the KICT printout and 
continue planning. Document any 

benefits as appropriate. 

Are practice considerations 
identified in the Considera-
tions and Effect Determina-
tion section of the Natural 

Area report? 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of the Natural Area 
module KICT report identify that the project area may occur within or 

near an officially designated natural area? 
 

STOP. Enter “No Effect” on the 
CPA-52. Document and attach the 
KICT module printout and continue 
planning. Document the rationale as 
to why practices do not affect adja-
cent natural areas on the CPA-52. 

Enter the alternative prac-
tices and/or location into the 
KICT and re-evaluate the af-
fects by repeating the pro-

cess. 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May 
Effect (ME). Select “May Effect” 

and indicate “See attached report” 
on the CPA-52. Attach the KICT 
printout. Inform the landowner of 
the potential affect to adjacent or 
nearby natural areas. Document 

all information and presentation of 
alternatives thoroughly in the con-
servation assistance notes. Con-
sult the NEPA coordinator for any 

possible alternate avoidance 
measures or further guidance. 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

Enable natural area layer 
within the KICT. In the opinion 
of the planner, will all the prac-

tices planned within the AOI 
have no effect to the natural 
area because they are being 

placed beyond the zone of influ-
ence (i.e. away from the known 

natural area, etc.)  

Yes 

No No 

STOP. The resource is not present. 
Enter “No Effect” on the CPA-52. 

Document and attach the KICT mod-
ule printout and continue planning.  
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Documentation of the Natural Area Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Natural Area SEC on the Environmental Evaluation 
(CPA-52).  To document the results of this module, utilize the following process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the AOI is within or adjacent to a natural area.  This information will be listed 
in the Potential Impact section of the KICT NAM report.  Identify the presence or absence of the natural 
area in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52.  If the Potential Impact section of the KICT 
NAM report indicates that there is not a natural area present within or near the AOI, document in sections 
G and J of the CPA-52 and proceed with planning.  

  

 

 

 

Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the natural area 
identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect its ecology. In the example be-
low, it was determined that the No Action may affect water quality. 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B 
of the KICT NAM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

 
OR 

 

 

Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, verify practice placement.  If practices are not 
being located near the zone of influence the determination is No Effect.  See information regarding tenta-
tive determinations.  Enable the Natural Area layer within the KICT to assist in this process. If practices 
do influence natural areas, determine if considerations are appropriate and/or the project is entirely benefi-
cial.  

   

 
In this example the report shows two practices 
planned, 590 and 317 (from Step 1).  The 590 prac-
tice has no considerations, but the 317 practice has 
a consideration to be addressed. However, the plan-
ner has determined that the 317 practice is not lo-
cated near or affecting the natural area zone of in-
fluence and therefore has a No Effect (NE). The 317 
practice may also be beneficial to natural areas. 
However, the  planners will need to evaluate the 
benefit it provides since it is not being planned near 
the natural area.  
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Step 6 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the NAM module (step 4) of the KICT and the determination of effect in Step 5.  

 

Step 7 – Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-52.  
Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and maintain it with the CPA-52 as supporting infor-
mation. Document the supporting rationale in Section J.  

 
Step 8 – Ensure that the name of the KICT NAM report name(s) appears in Section J of the CPA-52.  
Note:  It is highly recommended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the 
Additional Notes section of the CPA-52.  

I

 

 

 

 

 

 

Natural Areas May Effect           
Guide Sheet 

 
Current management 
activities and unmanaged 
nutrient application could 
exacerbate water quality 
concerns and hinder the 
goals and objectives of 
adjacent natural 
communities. 

 

     
     

    
    

   
     

     
      
    

    
  

 

  
 

The KICT natural area 
report indicates that a 
State Nature 
Preserve/State Natural 
Area is within or in close 
proximity to the 
conservation planning 
unit.  No informally 
designated natural areas 
are known to exist within 
or near the area. 

      

 

Natural Areas May Effect   No Effect       
Guide Sheet 

 
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
application could exacerbate 
water quality concerns and 
hinder the goals and objectives 
of adjacent natural 
communities. 

 

Placement of the (317) will be 
outside any influence to 
neighboring natural areas.  
Benefits will not be recognized 
since the placement of the 317 
is over 1/4 mile away from the 
natural area.  Refer to the KICT 
NAM report entitled XYZ123 
dated July 11, 2019. 

 

  
 

The KICT natural area report 
indicates that a State Nature 
Preserve/State Natural Area 
is within or in close proximity 
to the conservation planning 
unit.  No informally 
designated natural areas are 
known to exist within or near 
the area. 

      

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT report dated 7/11/2019 entitled XYZ123

Joe D Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Manager 7/27/2019

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
No Effect
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XIII.   PRIME FARMLAND MODULE 

Module Description 

The Farmland Protection Policy Act (FPPA) is intended to minimize the impact federal programs have on 
the unnecessary and irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses. For FPPA, farmland in-
cludes prime farmland, unique farmland, and land of statewide or local importance. Farmland subject to 
FPPA requirements does not have to be currently used for cropland. It can be forest land, pastureland, 
cropland, or other land, but not water or urban built-up lands.  Congress passed the Agriculture and Food 
Act of 1981 (Public law 97-98) which contained the FPPA.   

The purpose of this module is: 

1. To identify areas as prime, unique, and statewide important farmlands for field staff;  
2. To identify practices that could cause irreversible conversion of prime farmlands; 
3. To encourage planners to find ways to avoid conversion of prime farmlands;  
4. To provide this information to conservation planners in a clear, concise method allowing documen-

tation of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) process in conjunction with decision makers and 
conservation planning. 

Potential conversions to prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands are described fully in the docu-
ment in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice 
Effects on Prime Farmlands - for Conservation Planning and Program Implementation.  These impacts 
were determined as the way prime farmlands conversion occurred through practice installation, operation 
or maintenance.   

The KICT uses GIS data in combination with soils information to determine the existence of prime farm-
lands and farmland of statewide importance.  This methodology has some limitations including soils map-
ping scales, mapping errors, etc. Therefore, this information should be utilized as a screening tool and 
should always be field verified.  There is no substitute for on-site verification.  

Interpreting the Prime Farmland Module (PFM) Results  

Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the determination the KICT produces and are included in the 
reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results 
of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey that 
information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation prac-
tices. Once a PFM query is returned, planners should determine if a project:  

1. contains prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands 
2. determine if the practice is being installed on prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands;  
3. identify any practices that could cause irreversible conversions and avoidance measures to imple-

ment them. 

The KICT identifies potential instances when significant ground disturbance or broad based landuse change 
may cause irreversible conversions of prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands.  However, the po-
tential adverse impacts may not actually apply depending upon many factors and the professional judgement 
of the planner.  Therefore, the final effect shown on the CPA-52 may differ from the final effect of the 
KICT PFM report.  It is important to remember that the tentative determination shown in the report should 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/fppa/
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be scrutinized by planners and verified regarding actual practice placement and scope of project. The fol-
lowing pages detail the sections and interpretation of PFM reports produced by the KICT. 

Potential Impact Information 

The first section of the PFM report identifies if the AOI outlined by the planner contains prime, unique, or 
statewide important farmlands and if there is a potential for irreversible conversion caused by the prac-
tices outlined in the general information section of the report. 

If there are no prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands within or adjacent to the AOI, the KICT 
output will state the following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project contains the following important farm-
lands: 
None 

Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
 

If there are prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands the KICT will simply list the type of farmland 
and any potential adverse impact to them below.   

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project contains the following important farm-
lands: 
Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, Farmlands of Statewide Importance 

Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

This practice has the potential to cause unnecessary or irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricultural uses. 
 

In this example a natural area occurs within or near the AOI and the practices selected could have an adverse 
ecological effect to it. If the practices selected would have no known adverse effect, the last row would 
simply state “none”.  There are only two types of impacts to important farmlands 

1) Unnecessary and irreversible conversion to non-agricultural practices and; 
2) Significant ground disturbance and/or land clearing 

Avoidance Measures and Effect Determinations - Section A 

Policy requires that NRCS avoid permanent impacts to prime and important farmlands. The avoidance 
measures shown in KICT reports are required to be considered and/or implemented whenever practical and 
appropriate.  Less than ten percent of all conservation practices have the potential to cause irreversible 
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conversion of these lands.  However, in most instances these practices may be modified and still be imple-
mented.  There are also cases where these practices may be exempt from being considered a conversion 
(some agricultural structures).  Regardless, it is incumbent upon planners to document the rationale used to 
justify conversion of any type.  The following section details how avoidance measures may be provided by 
the KICT.   

There are three avoidance measures that are required to be considered/implemented for the PFM. They 
are: 

1. consideration of siting the practice to avoid impacts; 
2. the consideration of an agricultural exemption for enhancement of agricultural production; and 
3. the requirement to establish a farmland conversion impact rating score (LESA). 

The following is an example of how a required strategy will be shown: 

Example 

AVOIDANCE & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Avoidance 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices that 
may impact prime farmlands.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during conservation 
planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for the practice 
listed. 
Practice  Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Aquaculture Ponds (397) 

Carefully consider the siting and location of this practice. If practical, locate 
this practice outside the lands identified as prime, unique or statewide im-
portant and local farmlands or position the practice as to impact the least 
amount of prime farmland.   

 

In this example, the conservation practice Aquaculture Ponds (397) would have avoidance measures that 
requires consideration for implementation. It encourages planners to consider and offer the client alternative 
sites for this practice. It also suggests that if an alternative location is not feasible it should be designed to 
minimize impacts associated with the installation. 

Verification of Prime Farmland Map Units & Practice Location 

Planners may receive an PFM report that identifies prime, unique, statewide, or locally important farmland 
as present within the AOI but the actual placement of a practice(s) is not located within these important 
map units.  Planners should enable the Prime Farmland layer within the KICT to view the location and 
determine if those practices will be located within prime farmlands. 
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For example, the planner has sub-
mitted a query for Waste Treat-
ment Lagoon (359) in an area 
(AOI) that contains prime farm-
lands. However, during the plan-
ning process, it has been deter-
mined that the placement of the 
lagoon will be located on an area 
of the farm that is not prime farm-
land. Systematically verify the lo-
cations of any other practices in 
the same fashion and apply avoid-
ance measures. If all submitted 
practices that have avoidance 
measures fall outside prime farm-
land units, document “No Effect” 

to the SEC. If practices are verified to affect prime farmlands, implement avoidance measures and protocols 
as required.  

 

In the example below, the conservation practice Recreation Land Grading and Shaping (566) may have 
avoidance measures that requires the planner to perform a land evaluation and site assessment (LESA) to 
establish a conversion score. This avoidance measure should be very rare since  NRCS is usually engaged 
in the enhancement of agricultural related practices.  In the example provided, this practice has recreation 
as the primary landuse/activity and does not promote agriculture enhancement.  It may cause irreversible 
conversion depending upon how it is implemented.  If this avoidance measure is encountered, planners 
should verify that irreversible conversion will likely occur and contact the State Soil Scientist and/or the 
NEPA coordinator for further guidance. 

Example 

AVOIDANCE & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Avoidance 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices that 
may impact prime farmlands.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during conservation 
planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for the practice 
listed. 
Practice  Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Recreation Land Grading and 
Shaping (566) 

The application of this practice may cause irreversible conversion of prime farm-
lands.  A land evaluation and site assessment (LESA) system may be required to 
establish a farmland conversion impact rating score.  This score may be used as 
an indicator for the project sponsor to consider alternative sites if the potential 
adverse impacts on the farmland exceed the recommended allowable level.  Con-
tact the State Soil Scientist or NEPA coordinator to assist with this process. 

 

In the example below, a waste treatment lagoon has the potential to cause irreversible conversion of prime 
farmlands.  However, it does enhance agricultural productivity and will most likely qualify for an agricul-

 

Actual Practice Location 

Prime Farmland 

AOI 
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tural exemption.  Planners should verify this information and note it on the CPA-52.  This avoidance meas-
ure will most likely occur with another avoidance measure informing the planner to locate the planned 
facility outside prime farmlands (if possible).   

Example 

AVOIDANCE & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Avoidance 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices that 
may impact prime farmlands.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during conservation 
planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for the practice 
listed. 
Practice  Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Waste Treatment Lagoon (359) 

This practice qualifies for an agricultural exemption under the Farmland Pro-
tection Policy Act for structures or activities if it enhances agricultural produc-
tion. 
Carefully consider the siting and location of this practice. If practical, locate 
this practice outside the lands identified as prime, unique or statewide im-
portant and local farmlands or position the practice as to impact the least 
amount of prime farmland.   

 

Agricultural Exemptions for Conversions of Prime Farmlands  

Planners should consider what benefits, or consequences are anticipated if the prime farmland is converted. 
Many NRCS practices may be considered for exemption under the FPPA if they promote or enhance agri-
cultural production. 

Examples of activities not subject to FPPA include: 

• Projects planned and completed without the assistance of a Federal agency 
• Projects on land already in urban development or used for water storage 
• Construction of on-farm structures needed for farm operations 
• Surface mining, where restoration to agricultural use is planned 
• Construction of new minor secondary structures such as a garage or storage shed. 

If this avoidance appears in the a KICT generated report, planners should determine in their professional 
opinion if the nature of the structure/activity as it relates to agricultural production, use, etc.  If the planner 
determines that it meets the qualifications for an exemption document the rationale on the Environmental 
Evaluation (CPA-52) and continue planning.  If the planner does not feel the structure/activity is exempt, 
contact the NEPA coordinator or State Soil Scientist for guidance on documentation and procedure. 

Effect Determination - Section B 

Section B of the PFM report is the Effect Determination.  This section of the report is the determination of 
the project based on practice implementation.  It is important to remember that the Effect Determination 
shown in this section assumes that the practices are located within areas that are identified as prime, unique, 
statewide, or locally important farmlands.  If alternate locations are chosen within the same AOI or if actual 
placement of practices are not located within these areas, the determination on the CPA-52 may be different 
than shown on the report.   
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There are two possible determinations that may result.  They are as follows: 

• No finding (No Effect) OR No effect 
• May effect 

 
 1.   No Effect (NE) (no important farmlands within the AOI) or No Finding 

 
For projects that do not contain areas that are identified as prime, unique, statewide, or locally important 
farmlands, or the conservation practices installed have no effect to important farmlands, Section B of 
the PFM report will state the following: 

Example  

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of No Effect (NE) to prime farmlands described under NRCS policy under 
the Farmland Protection Policy Act and 7 CFR 658.5. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other sig-
nificant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
Always verify presence or absence of resources on site during the planning process. 
Note:  If the determination above is may affect, the actual placement of practices within the area of interest may not 
impact prime farmlands depending upon many factors.  Therefore, the final determination shown above may differ. 
Always document the determination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site analysis. 

 

In the example above, even though the KICT located prime farmlands within the AOI, the practices imple-
mented will have no effect or cause irreversible conversion.  Planners should document the report on the 
Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) according to policy. 

2.  May Affect (MA) 

Example  

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to prime farmlands described under NRCS policy 
under the Farmland Protection Policy Act and 7 CFR 658.5. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other 
significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
Always verify presence or absence of resources on site during the planning process. 

Note:  If the determination above is may affect, the actual placement of practices within the area of interest may not 
impact prime farmlands depending upon many factors.  Therefore, the final determination shown above may differ. 
Always document the determination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site analysis. 

 

This Effect Determination indicates that there are practices that may cause significant disturbance or irre-
versible conversion to prime farmlands.  Verify that the placement and implementation of practices impact 
these lands. 

NOTE:  It is important to remember that the Effect Determination shown in this section assumes that the 
practices are located within areas that are identified as prime, unique, statewide, or locally important farm-
lands.  If alternate locations are chosen (within the same AOI) or if actual placement of practices are not 
located within prime farmlands, the determination on the CPA-52 may be different than shown on the re-
port. Verify the location of prime farmlands by examining the Prime Farmlands layer in the KICT and 
comparing the locations of individual practices on the report.  If all practices are found to be not associated 
with prime farmlands, document this on the CPA-52 as No Effect (NE), reference the PFM KICT report, 
and continue planning. 
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KICT PRIME FARMLAND REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the KY Inter-

agency Coordination Tool (KICT) and generate a Prime 
Farmland Module report. 

STOP. The determina-
tion is No Effect (NE) to 

the Prime Farmland 
SEC.  Select “No Effect” 

and indicate “See at-
tached report” on the 
CPA-52. Maintain the 
KICT printout and con-

tinue planning. 

Does the Considera-
tions and Effect Deter-
mination section of the 
Prime Farmland report 
state that the practices 

will have no effect 
(NE) to prime farm-

lands? 

Are there alternative 
practices that can be 
utilized in lieu of the 
planned practice(s)? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

Can practices be relocated, 
modified or moved to avoid 

impacts to prime farmlands? 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of the Prime Farmland 
Module KICT report identify that the project area contains prime, 

unique, statewide or locally important farmlands? 
 

STOP. The resource is not present. En-
ter “No Effect” on the CPA-52. Docu-
ment and maintain the KICT module 

printout and continue planning.  

Enter the alternative prac-
tices and/or location into 
the KICT and re-evaluate 
the affects by repeating 

the process. 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May 
Effect (ME). Select “May Effect” 
and indicate “See attached re-
port” on the CPA-52. Attach the 
KICT printout. Inform the land-
owner of the potential affect to 

prime farmlands. Document all in-
formation and presentation of al-
ternatives thoroughly in the con-
servation assistance notes. Con-

sult the NEPA coordinator or 
State Soil Scientist to determine 

the need to complete a LESA 
analysis or other guidance.  

No 

Yes 

No 

*Note: Web Soil Survey may also provide the visual assessment of prime farmlands as well as the layer in the tool. 

Are planned practices being 
placed/implemented within areas 

identified as prime farmlands? (En-
able KICT layer within the tool to 
assist visually or proceed to web 

soil survey.) * 

STOP. The determina-
tion is No Effect (NE) to 

the Prime Farmland 
SEC.  Select “No Effect” 

and indicate “See at-
tached report” on the 
CPA-52. Maintain the 
KICT printout and con-

tinue planning. 

Yes 

Yes 
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Documentation of the Prime Farmland Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Prime Farmland SEC on the Environmental Evalua-
tion (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it 
represents. To document utilize the following process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT report. 

 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the AOI contains prime, unique, or locally important farmlands.  This infor-
mation will be listed in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT PFM report.  Identify the 
presence or absence of important farmlands in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52.   If the 
Potential Impact Information section of the PFM report indicates that there are no important farmlands 
within the AOI, document in Sections G and J of the CPA-52 and proceed with planning.  

  

 

 

 

Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” (CPA-52 Section J) on the important farm-
lands identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the irreversible conver-
sion of farmlands. 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSNo Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current management which 
includes dredging and excavation of 
temporary holding ponds for baitfish 
production.  Waste management does 
not exist.  Potential for water quality 
degradation.

Construction of (397) and (399) to 
facilitate baitfish production and 
implement management to manage 
waste. This will maximize production 
and minimize water quality 
degradation.

Alternative 2Alternative 1

Prime and Unique Farmlands
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

The KICT PFM report indicates 
that there are important 
farmlands present within the 
conservation planning unit.

Prime and Unique Farmlands
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

The KICT PFM report indicates 
that there are important 
farmlands present within the 
conservation planning unit.

Currently the areas in question 
are used for agricultural 
production and will continue to 
be utilized as such.

No Effect
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B 
of the KICT PFM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

 
OR 

 

 

   

Note: the planner should verify whether the prac-
tices are located within a prime farmland unit before 
proceeding with planning, determining final Effect 
Determination, and documenting avoidance 
measures. In this example, the report shows two 
practices planned: 397 and 399 (step 1).  The 399 
practice has no avoidance measures, but the 397 
practice has an avoidance to be addressed. The plan-
ner has determined that the 397 practice is not 
planned within prime farmland units by reviewing 
the prime farmland units within the AOI and there-
fore the practice has a No Effect (NE). 

Note that the determination of May Affect is tenta-
tive depending upon placement of the practice. 
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Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the PFM module (Step 4) of the KICT and the determination of effect.  

 

Step 6 – Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-52.  
Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and attach it to theCPA-52 as supporting information. 
Document the supporting rationale in Section J. 

 
Step 7 – Ensure that the name of the KICT PFM report name appears on the Environmental Evaluation 
(CPA-52).   Note:  It is highly recommended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT re-
port in the Additional Notes section of the CPA-52.  

I

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT report dated 7/11/2019 entitled XYZ123

Joe D Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Manager 7/27/2019

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
No Effect
Placement of 397 will be 
located on non prime farmland 
soil units.  Excavation or 
impacts asssociated with this 
practice are offsite. Refer to 
KICT PFM report entitled 
XYZ123 dated July 11, 2019.

No EffectPrime and Unique Farmlands
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet

The KICT PFM report indicates 
that there are important 
farmlands present within the 
conservation planning unit.

Currently the areas in question 
are used for agricultural 
production and will continue to 
be utilized as such.

No Effect

Currently the areas in question 
are used for agricultural 
production and will continue to 
be utilized as such.

No Effect
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XIV.   RIPARIAN AREA MODULE  

Riparian Areas Module (RAM) Description 

Riparian areas are ecotones that occur along watercourses or water bodies. They are distinctly different 
from the surrounding lands because of unique soil and vegetation characteristics that are strongly influenced 
by free or unbound water in the soil.  Riparian ecotones occupy the transitional area between the terrestrial 
and aquatic ecosystems.  Typical examples would include perennial and intermittent streambanks, flood-
plains, and lake shores. NRCS assistance helps land users make sound resource management decisions. 
NRCS must strive to provide the best alternatives for the proper use and management of these important 
natural resources. 

Conservation planners must determine if planned conservation practices will influence riparian areas ac-
cording to policy.  Their findings are to be documented on the NRCS Environmental Evaluation form (CPA-
52).  To help conservation planners in making these determinations, the Riparian Area Module (RAM) was 
developed to determine the effects to these sensitive areas. The report generated is proof of compliance with 
the NRCS policy.  The information regarding potential benefits may be utilized to document those effects. 

The purpose of this module is to provide conservation planners in Kentucky with a consistent and simplified 
process for determining the potential effects of NRCS conservation practices within riparian areas including 
the following: 

1. To identify where riparian areas may exist within an AOI during planning;  
2. To identify conservation practices that could influence riparian area functions and water quality; 
3. To ensure planning alternatives are presented that comply with NRCS policy;  
4. To identify potentially beneficial effects of conservation practices to riparian areas; 
5. To provide information to conservation planners in a clear, concise method allowing documentation 

of the NEPA process (CPA-52) in conjunction with decision makers and conservation planning. 

Potential impacts to riparian areas are described fully in the supporting document in Section II of the Field 
Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Riparian Areas - for 
Conservation Planning and Program Implementation.  These impacts were determined as the ways riparian 
areas could be affected by the methods in which the practice was installed, operated, or maintained.   

The KICT uses GIS stream layers in combination with soils and other information to determine the potential 
existence of riparian areas.  This methodology has limitations including soils mapping scales, ephemeral 
streams not mapped, false positives for drainage ditches, etc. Therefore, this information should be utilized 
only as a screening tool and should always be field verified.  There is no substitute for on-site verification.  

Interpreting the Riparian Area Module (RAM) Results  

Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the final determination the KICT produces and are included in 
reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required.  To implement the results 
of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey that 
information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation prac-
tices. 
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Once a RAM report is returned, planners should determine if a project:  

1. contains a delineated riparian area; 
2. determine if the practice is being installed within, or close enough to affect riparian area functions;  
3. identify any avoidance measures; and  
4. recognize any potential benefits provided by conservation practices.  

Riparian Area Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts to riparian areas are grouped into six broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple 
impacts may apply to riparian areas and several may apply to multiple practices.  The basic impact catego-
ries are as follows: 

• breaking hydrologic connectivity to the riparian area and associated floodplain; 
• change in filtering sediment and/or nutrients (i.e. cycling); 
• impacts to riparian vegetation, or vegetation type; 
• adverse effect to water quality (at least short term) through animal waste, livestock introduction, 

pesticides, sediment, pollutants or various human activities entering or occurring within or adjacent 
to streams, wetlands, or other surface waterbodies; 

• manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the alteration of hydrology through diversion, impoundment; 
removal, or increased flooding duration or quantity; and 

• a change in landuse or land clearing activities. 

The following are examples of the possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section of the 
KICT RAM report. 

If there are not riparian areas within or near the AOI, the KICT output will state the following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted the following resource is present: 
None 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
 

This output indicates that there appears to be no riparian area located in the AOI that could potentially be 
affected by the practices; the planner may document and proceed.  Verify this finding by highlighting the 
riparian layer in the KICT and overlaying the project area.  ALWAYS field-verify during planning. 

In the next example, a riparian area is identified but the KICT output does not identify any potential im-
pacts: 
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Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted the following resource is present: 
Riparian Area 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
 

This indicates that the AOI contains or is in very close proximity to a riparian area, however the practice(s) 
selected have no potential adverse effect to it.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the report 
to review any other relevant information. 

 
The AOI contains, or is near, a riparian area and potential adverse effects are identified as follows: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted the following resource is present: 

Riparian Area 

Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could 
have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 
There is a potential to adversely affect riparian function by breaking hydrologic connectivity to the riparian area and 
associated floodplain. 
There is a potential to adversely affect riparian areas through the manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the altera-
tion of hydrology through diversion, impoundment, removal or increased flooding duration or quantity. 

 

This example shows that there are two known potential adverse impacts associated with the installation of 
the practices to riparian areas.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to deter-
mine how to avoid these potential impacts. 

 

Verification of Placement of Practices Outside the Riparian Zone 

Planners may receive a RAM report that identifies a riparian area is present within or near the AOI.  How-
ever, the actual placement of the practice is not located in the footprint or zone of influence of the riparian 
area.  Planners should enable the riparian layer available within the KICT to view the location and determine 
if those practices will be located within the riparian area or its zone of influence. 
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For example, the planner has 
submitted a query for Sea-
sonal High Tunnel (325) in a 
field that contains a riparian 
area. During the planning 
process, it has been deter-
mined that the placement of 
that practice will be located 
outside of the footprint or 
away from the riparian zone. 
Systematically verify the lo-
cations of any other practices 
in the same fashion and apply 
avoidance measures and ben-
efits as applicable. If all prac-
tices submitted fall outside 
the zone of influence of ri-

parian areas, document “No Effect” to the resource appropriately. If practices are verified to affect the 
riparian area, continue to other sections of the report to determine the effects, considerations, benefits, etc. 

Verification of Riparian Policy 

NRCS policy requires conservation plans to maintain or improve water quality/quantity as well as provide 
fish and wildlife benefits.  It also requires the development of alternatives when the client’s objectives 
conflict with the conservation of these areas. Planners should always consider a riparian area’s unique po-
sition near watercourses or water bodies because of the benefits provided to the water quality and quantity 
and fish and wildlife.  Plans should maintain or improve those benefits.  Intermittent and perennial streams 
transport sediment, water, energy, and propagules across property boundaries and provide fish and wildlife 
corridors; so, plans must carefully consider downstream and upstream effects of conservation practices and 
systems.  If the landowner’s objectives conflict with conservation of the riparian area resources, alterna-
tives must be presented that identify ways to resolve those conflicts. 

If the planner/Responsible Federal Official (RFO) determines that the client's proposed action conflicts with 
NRCS established policy, it is the responsibility of the planner/RFO to determine and point out to the client 
alternative methods of achieving the objective, as well as alternative locations for practices that impact 
riparian areas. If the alternative locations are determined to be impractical, or the client refuses to implement 
alternatives that meet NRCS policy, the planner/RFO will decide whether to continue assistance. The plan-
ner should document the conversation and supporting rationale in the assistance notes and any alternatives 
on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  Contact the NEPA coordinator for further assistance. 

Riparian Area Considerations 

Once it is determined that at least some practices queried may impact a riparian area, planners should refer 
to the Considerations & Effect Determination of the KICT RAM report. NRCS is required to provide alter-
natives to clients that have objectives that may conflict with water quality or functions of riparian areas. In 
the infrequent occasions when client objectives and policy may conflict, it is not mandatory for clients to 
implement the considerations outlined, or even adopt the alternatives developed. However, adoption of 
alternative strategies is highly encouraged and NRCS policy requires that planners offer those alternatives. 

 
 

Actual Practice Location 
& Zone of Influence 

Potential Riparian Area 

AOI 
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The considerations presented by the KICT in this module are suggestions that should be analyzed by the 
planner and incorporated into practicable alternatives for improving/maintaining and managing riparian 
areas and/or water quality.  These considerations are management actions that demonstrate controllable 
measures and show good faith in adhering to NRCS policy. If the planner deems them appropriate and 
accurate, these strategies may be utilized to develop the alternatives required by policy.  In other words, 
these considerations can be used to assist in the thought process for planning alternatives for the client. 

The additional Considerations for Practice Implementation are found in Section A of the report. If the KICT 
determines that there are issues that should be considered, the table contains practices in the left column 
and the consideration(s) adjacent to the practice.  The following pages provide report examples. 

 

Example 

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices within 
or near riparian areas.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during conservation plan-
ning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for the practice listed. 
Practice  Considerations for Practice Implementation 

Structure for Water Control (587) 

Carefully consider the siting and location of this practice. If practical, locate 
this practice outside the zone of influence of the riparian area. At a minimum, 
the practice should complement existing functions of adjacent riparian and 
aquatic habitats. 

 

In this example, the conservation practice Structure for Water Control (587) would have a consideration for 
implementation. If it is practical, planners are encouraged to consider alternative sites for this practice if the 
actual siting is within the riparian area. It may not be practical to locate the practice to another location. In 
those instances, ensure that the impacts to the riparian areas are minimal and complimentary.  

 

Riparian Area Management Effect Determination 

Section B of the RAM report is the Effect Determination.  This section of the report is the determination of 
the project based on practice implementation.  It is important to remember that the effect determination 
shown in this section assumes that the practices are located within the zone of influence of a riparian area.  
If alternate locations are chosen within the same AOI, or if actual placement of practices are not located 
within the zone of influence, the determination on the CPA-52 may be different than shown on the report.  
There are two possible determinations that may result from the RAM module report.  They are as follows: 

• No finding (No Effect) OR No effect 
• May effect 

 
 1.   No Finding (no riparian areas within the AOI) or No Effect (NE) 

 
For projects that do not contain riparian areas, or the conservation practices installed have no effect to 
the riparian area or the riparian are zone of influence, Section B of the RAM report will state the fol-
lowing: 
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Example  

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of No Effect (NE) on riparian areas described under NRCS policy in 
located in GM 190 Part 411.3. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur 
prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. Always verify presence or 
absence of resources on site during the planning process. 
Note:  Within the area of interest, the actual placement of practices may not be in sites that influence riparian areas.  
Verify the location of the riparian area with respect to actual practice location.  Therefore, the final determination 
shown above may differ from the final effect. In addition, there may be riparian zones that do not appear or are too 
small to be included in this inventory.   Always verify effects with on-site analysis. 

 

In the example above, the practices implemented will have no effect to the riparian area.  Planners should 
document the report on the environmental evaluation according to policy. 

2.  May Affect (MA) 

Example  

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) on riparian areas described under NRCS policy in 
located in GM 190 Part 411.3. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur 
prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. Always verify presence or 
absence of resources on site during the planning process. 
Note:  Within the area of interest, the actual placement of practices may not be in sites that influence riparian areas.  
Verify the location of the riparian area with respect to actual practice location.  Therefore, the final determination 
shown above may differ from the final effect. In addition, there may be riparian zones that do not appear or are too 
small to be included in this inventory.   Always verify effects with on-site analysis. 

 

This effect determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could affect a 
riparian area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.   

NOTE:  It is important to remember that the Effect Determination shown in this section assumes that the 
practices are located within the zone of influence of the riparian area.  If alternate locations are chosen 
(within the same AOI) or if actual placement of practices are not located within the zone of influence of 
riparian areas, the determination on the CPA-52 may be different than shown on the report. Verify the 
location of the riparian area by enabling the riparian layer in the KICT and comparing the locations of 
individual practices on the report.  If all practices that have considerations for implementation associated 
with them are found to not affect a riparian area functions, document this rationale on the CPA-52 as No 
Effect (NE), reference the RAM KICT report, and continue planning. 

Potential Benefits to Riparian Ecology 

The Potential Benefits section of the RAM report lists possible benefits that could be realized to riparian 
areas by conservation practices installation.  A benefit to riparian ecology may include contribution to flood 
control, stream bank stability, improved nutrient cycling, restoration or increased stream food webs, large 
wood recruitment to stream channels, pollutant filtering, sediment retention, and wildlife migration corri-
dors.  Riparian areas provide fish and wildlife habitat, forage and forest product production, and recreational 
activities. Local and regional water cycles will affect the size and value of a riparian area. 
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Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

If avoidance measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices may provide beneficial 
contributions to riparian ecology: 
Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Structure for Water Control (587) This practice may be beneficial by establishing connectivity to streams, riparian 
areas and/or floodplains. 

 

In the example above the practice provides a benefit by potentially re-establishing an entrenched stream 
channel and reconnection of a floodplain with riparian vegetation.   
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KICT Riparian Area Report Decision Diagram 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the KY Inter-
agency Coordination Tool (KICT) and generate a Riparian 

Area Module report. 

STOP. The determina-
tion is No Effect (NE) to 
the riparian area SEC.  
Select “No Effect” and 
reference the KICT re-

port on the CPA-52.  
Maintain the KICT report 
and continue planning. 

Are the considerations feasible to im-
plement and/or the practice installa-

tions are not in conflict with the objec-
tives of the landowner? 

Does Section B of the 
Considerations & Ef-

fect Determination por-
tion of the report state 
that the practices will 

have no effect (NE) on 
the riparian area? 

Are there alternative 
practices that can be 
utilized in lieu of the 

planned practice(s) or 
can practices be located 
so as not to conflict with 

riparian area policy? 
No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is 
May Affect (MA) to a riparian 
area. Select “May Effect” and 
reference the KICT report on 
the CPA-52. Ensure that any 
considerations are noted or 
incorporated into plans and 
specifications prior to imple-
mentation. Maintain the re-
port and continue planning. 
Document any benefits as 

appropriate. 
 

STOP. The determination is 
May Affect (MA) because 
the activities are potentially 

beneficial to one or more eco-
logical functions of a riparian 
area. Select “May Effect” and 
reference the KICT report on 
the CPA-52. Maintain the re-
port and continue planning. 
Document any benefits as 

appropriate. 

Are considerations identified 
in Section A of the Consider-
ations & Effect Determina-
tion portion of the KICT re-

port? 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT report iden-
tify that the project area may contain a riparian area;  

 

STOP. The resource is not present. 
Enter “No Effect” on the CPA-52. 
Document and reference the KICT 

printout and continue planning. Note 
that practices will be planned outside 

riparian areas. 

Are planned practices being placed/implemented within a riparian 
area. (Enable KICT riparian area layer to assist visually.) NOTE: Not 

all riparian areas may be visible, and presence/absence should always 
be verified on site. 

No 
Enter the alternative prac-

tices and/or location into the 
KICT and re-evaluate the af-
fects by repeating the pro-

cess. 

Yes 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May 
Affect (MA). Select “May Effect” 
and reference the KICT report on 
the CPA-52. Maintain the KICT 

printout. Inform the landowner of 
the potential for riparian are policy 
conflict. Document all information 
and presentation of alternatives 

thoroughly in the conservation as-
sistance notes. Consult the NEPA 
coordinator for any possible alter-
nate avoidance measures or fur-

ther guidance. 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 
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Documentation of Compliance for the Riparian Area Module on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the riparian area SEC on the Environmental Evaluation 
(CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of resources, impacts, and all policy concerns related to riparian areas 
have been completed.  To document the results of this module, utilize the following process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT RAM report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a riparian area.  This information will be listed in 
the Potential Impact section of the KICT RAM report.  Identify the presence or absence of the riparian 
area in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52.   If the Potential Impact section of the RAM 
report indicates that there is not a riparian area present within AOI, document in sections G and J of the 
CPA-52 and proceed with planning.  

  
 

 

 
Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in CPA-52, Section J, in the riparian area 
identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect riparian ecology. In the exam-
ple below, it was determined that the no action may affect water quality. 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

 

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
activities and waste could 
exacerbate current water quality 
concerns in nearby surface 
waters.

Riparian Area
Fact Sheet

KICT report and field 
verificationindicates the 
presence of a riparian area in 
field 3.  Riparian corridor is 
adjacent to pasture and 
consists of mature woodland

Guide Sheet
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B 
of the KICT RAM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

 
OR 

 

 

Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, verify practice placement.  If practices are not 
being located near the zone of influence, the determination is ‘No Effect’.  See information regarding ten-
tative determinations.  If practices do influence riparian areas, determine if avoidance measures are re-
quired or if the project is entirely beneficial.  

 

  

 

In this example, the report shows two practices 
planned. Practice 317 is not planned to be located 
near the riparian area zone of influence. Both prac-
tices are potentially beneficial. 
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Step 6 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the KICT RAM report (Step 4). 

 

Step 7 – Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-52.  
Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and attach it to the CPA-52 as supporting information. 
If a consideration is required to meet NRCS policy, it is highly recommended that the action be identified 
either under the Alternative in Section J or Mitigation in Section L. 

 
Step 8 – Ensure that the KICT RAM report name appears somewhere on the CPA-52.   Note:  It is highly 
recommended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional Notes sec-
tion of the CPA-52. 

 

S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT report dated 7/11/2019 Junior Sample F123 T456

Chris P. Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Planner 20-Jul-19

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.

 

 

 

    

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
activities and waste could 
exacerbate current water quality 
concerns in nearby surface 
waters.

Placement of 317 will be 
outside the riparian area and 
potential benefits realized by 
installation of 590 and 317 will 
benefit the riparian corridor and 
water quality. Refer to the KICT 
report entitled XYZ dated July 
11, 2019.

May Effect

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
activities and waste could 
exacerbate current water quality 
concerns in nearby surface 
waters.

May Effect
Placement of (317) will be 
outside of base floodplain and 
potential benefits of (590) to 
associated water quality.  Refer 
to KICT FPM report entitled 
XYZ123 dated July 11, 2019
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XV.  SCENIC BEAUTY MODULE 

Scenic Beauty Module (SBM) Description 

The landscape has a consistently definable appearance that can be described by the measurable visual ele-
ments of landform, water, vegetation, structures and sky.  These visual elements provide a ready basis for 
describing the changing landscape as altered by human decisions.  Management of the visual landscape is 
the process of manipulating the physical elements and functions of the landscape to achieve specific re-
source objectives.  When all the elements are combined, patterns or images are formed that uniquely identify 
a landscape. Even though there are many kinds of landscapes across the country, each landscape can portray 
a unique sense of place identifiable to everyone who lives there or passes through. 

Contributions to scenic beauty are a normal product of NRCS work.  Strip-cropping, field borders,  wind-
breaks, and ponds are examples.  Emphasis is given to those soil and water conservation measures that 
contribute to productive and efficient agriculture, increase the attractiveness of rural America, and are in 
line with goals and objectives of landowners.  This is best accomplished by considering the landscape visual 
resource when providing planning assistance to individuals, groups and units of government.  Scenic beauty 
can be defined as the viewer’s positive perceived value of special, unique and memorable  physical elements 
of a landscape. A beautiful landscape scene has definable visual elements that combine to provide a high-
quality visual resource. A landscape with a high visual quality generates emotional impacts within the 
viewer’s mind and links to sense of place and quality of life. Retaining a connection to a beautiful natural 
environment affects their well-being.  

NRCS provides technical assistance with full consideration of alternative management and development 
systems that preserve scenic beauty or improve the landscape.  The agency emphasizes the application of 
conservation practices having scenic beauty or landscape resource values, particularly in waste management 
systems, field borders, windbreaks, wetlands and wildlife habitat management, access roads, critical area 
treatment; design and management of ponds, riparian areas, odd areas, and farmsteads. The siting or posi-
tioning of structures and buildings should be in harmony with the landscape while reducing the potential 
for erosion; using native and other adaptable plants for conservation which enhance scenic beauty and cre-
ating diversity while linking beauty with utility.   

The purpose of this module is: 

1. To identify areas in KY that may contribute to scenic beauty and landscape value for field staff;  
2. To identify sensitive visual priority areas and practices that could have a potential adverse effect 

to scenic resources; 
3. To find ways to avoid or minimize adverse effects on areas that contribute to scenic areas;  
4. To identify potential positive effects of practices (potential benefits) to scenic areas 
5. To provide this information to conservation planners in a clear, concise method allowing docu-

mentation of the NEPA process (CPA-52) in conjunction with decision makers and conservation 
planning. 

Interpreting the Scenic Beauty Module (SBM) Results  

Potential adverse impacts form the basis of the final determination the KICT produces and are included in 
reports to allow planners to understand why considerations may need to be addressed.  To implement the 
results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey 
that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation 
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practices. Potential adverse impacts to visual resources are described fully in the document in Section II of 
the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects Visual Resources 
& Scenic Beauty for Planning and Program Implementation.  These impacts were determined as the ways 
visual resources could be negatively affected by the methods in which the practice was installed, operated, 
or maintained.   

Once an SBM report is returned, planners should determine if a project:  

1. is located within a high priority visual area; 
2. has considerations that apply both at the landscape and planning level 
3. incorporate any design modifications or screening practices into plans and designs 

Note that even if a high priority visual area is not identified by the KICT, planners should always 
evaluate the effects to visual resources by installation, operation and maintenance of conservation 
practices at the field scale level. 

Potential Impact Information 

Scenic areas are grouped into three priority areas (High, Medium and Low).  Refer to the document entitled 
Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Scenic Beauty - for Conservation Planning and Program 
Implementation regarding information on how these areas were determined. Currently this module and cor-
responding examples only addresses High Visual Priority Areas. This is not to suggest that there are no 
other areas where scenic resources would occur.  The high priority areas would alert planners to potentially 
highly visible areas where implementation of practices may be more likely valued for their visual resources 
at a larger scale.  Medium and low priority areas could be utilized in the future versions of this module. 

The following are examples of the possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section of the 
KICT SBM report. 

If there are no high priority visual areas within or near the AOI, the KICT output will state the following: 

Example 
POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may be located in or near the following: 
None 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
 

This output indicates that there appears to be no visual high priority area located in the AOI that could po-
tentially be affected by the practices. However, the planner should  ALWAYS field-verify the impact po-
tential to visual resources. If field verification indicates that visual resources will not be affected, docu-
ment and proceed. 
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In the next example, a high priority visual area is identified but the KICT output does not identify any po-
tential impacts: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may be located in or near the following: 
High Visual Priority Area 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
 

This indicates that the AOI selected is within or is in very close proximity to a high visual priority area, 
however the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to it. However, the planner should  
ALWAYS field-verify the impact potential to visual resources.  Planners should proceed to subsequent 
sections of the report to review any other relevant information.  

 
The AOI contains, or is near, a high visual priority area and potential adverse effects are identified as fol-
lows: 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may be located in or near the following: 
High Visual Priority Area 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

This practice could potentially adversely affect a high visual priority area. 

This example shows that there is a potential adverse impact associated with the installation of the prac-
tices to a high visual priority area.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to de-
termine how to avoid or mitigate these potential impacts. 

 

High Priority Visual Area Considerations 

Once it is determined that at least some practices queried may impact a high priority visual area, planners 
should refer to the Considerations & Effect Determination of the KICT SBM report. The considerations 
presented by the KICT in this module are suggestions that should be analyzed by the planner and incorpo-
rated into practicable alternatives for improving/maintaining and managing scenic areas.  These considera-
tions are management actions that demonstrate controllable measures and show good faith in adhering to 
NRCS policy. If the planner deems them appropriate and accurate, these strategies may be utilized to de-
velop the alternatives required by policy.   

The additional Considerations for Practice Implementation are found in Section A of the report. If the KICT 
determines that there are issues that should be considered, the table contains practices in the left column 
and the consideration(s) adjacent to the practice.  The following pages provide report examples. 
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Example 

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing practices that 
may impact scenic areas.  As appropriate, the information listed below should be considered during conservation 
planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans for the practice 
listed. 
Practice  Considerations for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

Consider the vertical height and general appearance of this practice so that it 
blends with surrounding and similar structures during design and implemen-
tation. Consider the appearance of farmhouses, barns, silos, wooden fences, 
stone walls, windmills and two-lane roads as well as other agriculturally re-
lated structures.   

 

In this example, the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) would have a consideration for im-
plementation. If it is applicable, planners are encouraged to consider the height of this practice when prac-
tice siting is in an area where it may look unappealing with surrounding structures. It may not be practical 
to locate the practice to another location. In those instances, work with clients to implement screening or 
other measures that may aid in adding aesthetic value.  

 

Scenic Beauty Effect Determination (Tentative) 

Section B of the SBM report is the tentative Effect Determination.  This section of the report is the deter-
mination of the project based on practice implementation.  It is important to remember that the effect deter-
mination shown is tentative because considerations may not apply to the actual practice implementation 
and the determination on the CPA-52 could be different than shown on the report.  There are two possible 
tentative determinations that may result from the SBM module report.  They are as follows: 

• No effect OR (No finding =No Effect)  
• May affect 

 
 1.   No Finding (no high priority visual areas within or near the AOI) or No Effect (NE) 

 
For projects that do not contain high priority visual areas, or the conservation practices installed have 
no effect to the high priority visual areas, Section B of the SBM report will state the following: 

Example  

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of No Effect (NE) to scenic areas described in NRCS policy under GM 
Title 190, Part 410.24. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to 
installation conservation planners should revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 

Note:  The determination shown may not apply depending on many factors and the professional judgement 
of the planner.  This report may not reflect conditions at the field level. Therefore, the determination shown 
may differ from the final determination. Planners should always consider the aesthetics of practice imple-
mentation regardless of the setting and field verify any determination. 
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In the example above, the practices implemented will have no effect to a high visual priority area.  Planners 
should evaluate the project at the field level and then document the appropriate finding on the environmental 
evaluation according to policy. 

2.  May Affect (MA) 

Example  

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to scenic areas described in NRCS policy under GM 
Title 190, Part 410.24. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to 
installation conservation planners should revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 

Note:  The determination shown may not apply depending on many factors and the professional judgement 
of the planner.  This report may not reflect conditions at the field level. Therefore, the determination shown 
may differ from the final determination. Planners should always consider the aesthetics of practice imple-
mentation regardless of the setting and field verify any determination. 

 

This tentative effect determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that may 
affect a high visual priority area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.   

Potential Benefits to Scenic Beauty 

The Potential Benefits section of the SBM report lists six possible benefits that could be realized to high 
priority visual areas by conservation practices installation.  A benefit to these areas may include the follow-
ing: 

1. addition of screening or buffering effect between unaesthetic practices or landuses; 
2. providing an integral landform element; 
3. providing an integral water element; 
4. providing an integral vegetation element or improving the existing vegetation element by adding 

color shape and texture; 
5. by providing an integral structural element; 
6. improving water appearance such as turbidity, algal growth, precipitants, sedimentation or other 

removal of unappealing visual characteristics .    

Benefits listed or identified in the reports should be viewed in the context of the landscape and may or may 
not apply at the landscape level or at the field planning level. 
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Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

This project (when implemented along with any applicable mitigation considerations) could have a benefi-
cial effect to scenic areas as shown below. 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) This practice could provide additional scenic attributes to agricultural land-
scapes and settings by providing an integral structural element  to the agricul-
tural setting. Carefully consider the setting, visibility and context with respect to 
placement of this practice. 

 

In the example above the practice provides a potential benefit by adding a structural (building) element to 
an agricultural landscape.  It does not consider viewsheds at the field level and must be further evaluated at 
that level.   
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B. KICT SCENIC BEAUTY MODULE (SBM) REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

[START] 

Login and enter all the required information 
into the KY Interagency Coordination Tool 
(KICT) and generate a Scenic Beauty Module 

report. 

STOP. The tentative determination is No Effect 
(NE) to the Scenic Beauty SEC.  Select “No Effect” 
and indicate “See attached report” on the CPA-52. 
Maintain the KICT printout and continue planning. 

Does the Considerations and Effect Determination 
section of the Scenic Beauty report state that the 

practices will have no effect (NE) to scenic 
beauty? 

Are there alternative prac-
tices that do not affect sce-
nic resources that may be 

utilized in lieu of the 
planned practice(s)? 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of 
the Scenic Beauty module KICT report identify 

that the project area is within or near a high prior-
ity scenic area? 

STOP. A high priority visual resource is 
not present. Enter “No Effect” on the CPA-

52. Document and maintain the KICT 
module printout and continue planning.  

Enter the alternative prac-
tices and/or location into 
the KICT and re-evaluate 

the affects by repeating the 
process. 

Yes 

STOP. The tentative determination 
is May Effect (ME). Select “May Ef-
fect” and indicate “See attached re-

port” on the CPA-52. Attach the 
KICT printout. Document all infor-

mation and presentation of alterna-
tives thoroughly in the conservation 

assistance notes. Consult the 
NEPA coordinator to determine 

guidance.  

No 

Are mitigation considerations identified in 
the Mitigation Consideration & Effect Deter-

mination section of the KICT report? 

STOP. The tentative determination is May Effect (ME) to Scenic 
Beauty.  Select “May Effect” and indicate “See attached report” on the 
CPA-52. Inform landowners and alter design and implementation as 

necessary Maintain the KICT printout and continue planning. 

Yes 

Yes 

On-site verification at the planning level indi-
cates that practices do not adversely impact 

scenic resources. 

Where appropriate and feasible, are the con-
siderations identified able to be implemented 

OR can practices be relocated, modified, 
screened or moved to avoid aesthetic im-

pacts? 

Yes 

STOP. The tentative determination is May Affect (MA) 
because it is potentially beneficial and adds to aesthetics 
of the landscape. Select “May Effect” and reference the 
KICT report. Maintain the report and continue planning. 

Document any benefits as appropriate. 

No 

On-site verification at 
the planning level indi-
cates that practices do 
not adversely impact 

scenic resources. 

On-site verification at the planning level indi-
cates that practices do not adversely impact 

scenic resources. 

Yes 

No 

No 

Yes 

No 
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Documentation of Compliance for the Scenic Beauty Module on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Scenic Beauty SEC on the Environmental Evaluation 
(CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of visual resources, impacts, and all policy concerns have been eval-
uated at the field and landscape level.  To document the results of this module, utilize the following process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT SBM report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a high visual priority area.  This information will be 
listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT SBM report.  Indicate the presence or absence of the 
area in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52.   If the Potential Impact section of the SBM 
report indicates that there is not a high visual priority area present within AOI, document in sections G 
and J of the CPA-52 and proceed with planning. Field verify the effect at the field level and adjust the 
benchmark as appropriate. 

  

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
Guide Sheet

Scenic Beauty

Fact Sheet

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT Report and field 
verification indicates that the 
planned project may contain a 
high visual priority area. The 
project area at the field level 
verifies that the planned site 
may be highly visible by the 
public from multiple 
viewsheds. 

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.
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Step 3 – After field verification, determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in the CPA-52, Sec-
tion J, in the area identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect scenic beauty. 
In the example below, it was determined that the no action may affect visual water quality elements. 

 

 

Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B 
of the KICT SBM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

 

 
OR 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
Scenic Beauty May Effect

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient and 
waste application activities 
could exacerbate current water 
quality and algal blooms in 
nearby surface waters.

KICT Report and field 
verification indicates that the 
planned project may contain a 
high visual priority area. The 
project area at the field level 
verifies that the planned site 
may be highly visible by the 
public from multiple 
viewsheds. 
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Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the KICT SBM report (Step 4) and field verification. 

 

Step 6 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, determine if any considerations apply to miti-
gate adverse effects to visual resources or if the project is entirely beneficial. Planners may describe the 
effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-52.  Planners may also refer to the 
KICT report (by name) and attach it to the CPA-52 as supporting information. If a consideration is re-
quired to meet NRCS policy, it is highly recommended that the action be identified either under the Alter-
native in Section J or Mitigation in Section L.  

 

  

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

      
   

  
     

     
     

Scenic Beauty May Effect  
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet Current management activities 

and unmanaged nutrient and 
waste application activities 
could exacerbate current water 
quality and algal blooms in 
nearby surface waters.

KICT Report and field 
verification indicates that the 
planned project may contain a 
high visual priority area. The 
project area at the field level 
verifies that the planned site 
may be highly visible by the 
public from multiple 
viewsheds. 

 

 

317 facility will be constructed to 
blend aesthetically with 
surrounding agricultural 
landscape and will be integral 
in removal and treatment of 
water quality issues to surface 
waters.

Scenic Beauty May Effect May Effect
Guide Sheet Fact Sheet Current management activities 

and unmanaged nutrient and 
waste application activities 
could exacerbate current water 
quality and algal blooms in 
nearby surface waters.

KICT Report and field 
verification indicates that the 
planned project may contain a 
high visual priority area. The 
project area at the field level 
verifies that the planned site 
may be highly visible by the 
public from multiple 
viewsheds. 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

317 facility will be constructed to 
blend aesthetically with 
surrounding agricultural 
landscape and will be integral 
in removal and treatment of 
water quality issues to surface 
waters.  Refer to the KICT 
Report XYZ  dated 12/25/56

May Effect
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Step 8 – Ensure that the KICT SBM report name appears somewhere on the CPA-52.   Note:  It is highly 
recommended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional Notes sec-
tion of the CPA-52. 

 

 

 

S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT report dated 7/11/2019 Junior Sample F123 T456

Chris P. Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Planner 20-Jul-19

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.
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XVI.  WETLAND MODULE 

Wetland Module (WM) Description 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) describes wetlands as a critical environmental concern in 
the agency’s rule for the implementation of NEPA (7 C.F.R. 650). NRCS is required to consider impacts to 
wetlands through other Federal laws including, but not limited to, the Clean Water Act, the Wetland Con-
servation provisions of the Food Security Act of 1985, in addition to the State, Tribal, and local laws which 
may also provide protection to wetlands. Other Federal, State, and local laws which may provide wetland 
protection measures could require NRCS to take actions in addition to actions required under policy. 

Wetlands are defined differently within various Federal and State programs for identification, delineation, 
and classification purposes.  NRCS wetland protection policy defines wetlands as areas, natural or artificial, 
that have hydric soil, hydrophytic vegetation, and indicators of wetland hydrology.  Generally, wetlands 
include swamps, marshes, bogs, many bottomland hardwood areas and similar areas.  Note that this screen-
ing tool does not include artificial wetlands, riverine wetlands or anthropogenic ponds. Farm ponds, artifi-
cial and other anthropogenic wetlands should be considered during the field verification and planning pro-
cess.  

The purpose of this module is the following: 

1) to broadly assess the known potential presence of wetlands within a planning unit and create 
awareness of areas that could be considered wetlands, and 

2) assess the effects of implementation, operation and maintenance of conservation practices within 
or near these areas.   

This module is by no means a comprehensive inventory and should always be field verified.  This 
screening process is not meant to create a wetland label determination or jurisdictional determination 
for the National Food Security Act or for the Clean Water Act purposes.   

If it is found wetlands will be impacted by a proposed activity, NRCS will identify whether practicable 
alternatives exist that either enhance wetland functions and values or avoid or minimize harm to wetlands.  
If such alternatives exist, the client will be given the opportunity to select one of those alternatives. This 
module is designed to help planners with this thought process. 

Wetland Report Format 

The Wetland Module (WM) report is formatted much the same as the other modules in the KICT. Refer to 
the section of this handbook entitled KICT Reports & Format for general information regarding report 
formatting.  The report that is generated for this module is formatted into three main sections which include 
Potential Impacts, Tentative Determination and Potential Benefits.  The length of the module report varies 
depending on the number of practices, potential impacts, avoidance measures and so forth.   
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Interpreting the Wetland Module (WM) Results  

Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the tentative determination the KICT produces and are included 
in reports to allow planners to understand why avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results 
of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey that 
information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation prac-
tices. Once a WM query is returned, planners should determine if a project:  

• potentially contains a wetland; 
• determine if the practice is being installed within or near to affect the wetland and assess the poten-

tial effects;  
• identify and incorporate any required avoidance measures into specifications and/or operation and 

maintenance; and 
• recognize/document any potential benefits provided by implementation of conservation practices. 

 

Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts to wetlands are described fully in the document in Section II of the Kentucky 
Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Wetlands for Plan-
ning and Program Implementation.  These impacts were determined as the way wetlands could be nega-
tively affected by the methods in which the practice was installed, operated, or maintained.  Potential ad-
verse impacts to wetlands are grouped into four broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple impacts may apply 
to wetlands and several may apply to multiple practices.  The basic impact categories are as follows: 

• filling or dredging; 
• removal of native woody vegetation (may or may not include stumps); 
• introduction of animal waste, livestock, pesticides, sediment, pollutants or various human activities 

entering or occurring within or adjacent to an existing wetland; and 
• manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the alteration of hydrology through diversion, impoundment, 

removal or flooding. 

The following are examples of possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section for WM re-
ports. 

If there are no wetlands within or near the AOI, the module report will state the following: 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may contain or be adjacent to an area 
that is classified as: 
None 
The placement of practices within or near these areas could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
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This output indicates that there are no potential wetlands located in or near the AOI that could potentially 
be affected by the practices.  Proceed to other sections of the report for other information as applicable. 
Planners must field verify this information.  Once verified, the planner may document this information and 
proceed with planning.   

 
If potential wetlands are present within or near the AOI, the KICT will list the type of waterbody that is 
present. 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may contain or be adjacent to an area 
that is classified as: 
Potential Wetland 
The placement of practices within or near these areas could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
 

In this example, the tool identifies that a potential wetland is present. However, there were no identified 
impacts based on the conservation practices planned.  Therefore, the tool listed “None”. Proceed to other 
sections of the report for other information as applicable. 

If adverse impacts are identified the tool will identify the impact(s) associated with the potential wetland. 

Example 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may contain or be adjacent to an area 
that is classified as: 
Potential Wetland 
The placement of practices within or near these areas could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

There is a potential to adversely affect water quality through introduction of animal waste, livestock, pesticides, sedi-
ment, pollutants or various human activities entering or occurring within or adjacent to an existing wetland. 

 

In this example, a potential wetland was identified as being near the AOI and the impact was identified as 
potentially having adverse effects to water quality. Multiple impacts may be listed in this section. It is 
imperative that the planner field-verify these impacts in relation to the actual placement of the practice 
(zone of influence).  Refer to the section of this document entitled Effect Determination for more infor-
mation. 

WM Avoidance Measures  

The KICT provides avoidance measures for planners to implement for areas identified as potential wetlands.  
These avoidance measures are required to be implemented. The following is an example of how a re-
quired strategy may be shown. 
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Example 

AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted and if verified, the following strategies should be implemented to avoid adverse 
effects for the practice(s) shown.  If wetlands are found to be impacted, the strategies listed below must be incorpo-
rated into the conservation plan, layout/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 
Practice  Required Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

No spoil or fill resulting from installation of this practice should be placed in 
areas classified as a wetland. 

The placement of this practice shall not occur in areas classified as a wetland. 
 

In this example, a composting facility is planned near or in an area that is a potential wetland.  The avoid-
ance measure prohibits the placement of the composting facility in an area that is considered a wetland 
nor should fill from construction be placed in a wetland.  If planners are unsure of the boundaries of these 
potential wetlands, they should consult area or state specialists for assistance in identification. In prepara-
tion of specifications for the practice, the planner/engineer should clearly specify where the structure is to 
be constructed and fill is to be placed.  

Permitting Protocol for Potential Wetlands 

Some activities may adversely affect the values or characteristics of verified wetlands.  In those instances, 
the KICT will provide an avoidance strategy that instructs the planner to obtain permits or authorizations 
from regulatory agencies that have jurisdiction over wetlands depending upon the designation.  An avoid-
ance measure similar to the following will be provided in the report. 

AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted and if verified, the following strategies should be implemented to avoid adverse 
effects for the practice(s) shown.  If wetlands are found to be impacted, the strategies listed below must be incorpo-
rated into the conservation plan, layout/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 
Practice  Required Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Land Clearing (460) 
If alternate sites are unavailable and impacts to existing wetlands are verified, permits and 
permissions may be required including but not limited to the Clean Water Act and Wetland 
Conservation Provisions of the National Food Security Act, Floodplain Coordination, etc. 

 

If this or similar avoidance measures occur, planners should attempt to determine if other locations or prac-
tices that achieve the same objectives are available and would not require permitting or regulatory interven-
tion.  If alternative practices/locations are not available, utilize the following protocol for resolution: 

1. The planner should utilize their chain of command to field verify the presence, effects and scope of 
the impacts to existing wetlands requesting a trained specialist for assistance (Area Resource Soil 
Scientist, Wetland Biologist, etc.).   

2. Assess the impacts to wetlands utilizing the existing assessments and protocols (i.e. functional as-
sessments, etc.) 

3. Determine the necessity for obtaining any permits, including floodplain coordinator permissions, 
NFSAM, Clean Water Act, etc. and provide agency contacts for those agencies.  Also refer to other 
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module information within the KICT to help determine the possibility of jurisdictional waters 
(CWAM, KSUW, etc.) 

4. Document all conversations with the client regarding the need for permits, etc. in the assistance 
notes and mark “Needs Further Action” on the Wetlands SEC in Section J of the Environmental 
Evaluation (CPA-52).  Continue planning and revise the CPA-52 when consultations/permits are 
received via client.  Permits are the landowner’s responsibility to obtain. 

5. Document any need for coordination/permitting in Section K of the CPA-52 if necessary and appli-
cable.  

6. If permits are not authorized/obtained or the client refuses to obtain or implement permit require-
ments, discontinue technical and financial assistance until resolution. 

 

Wetland Module Effect Determination (Tentative) 

Section B of the WM report is the tentative Effect Determination.  This section of the report is the determi-
nation of the project based on practice implementation.  It is important to remember that the effect determi-
nation shown is tentative since the area must be field verified and impacts may not apply to the actual 
practice implementation.  Therefore, the determination on the CPA-52 could be different than shown on the 
report.  There are two possible tentative determinations that may result from the WM module report.  They 
are as follows: 

• No effect (No finding = No Effect)  
• May effect 

 
 1.   No Finding (no identified potential wetlands within or near the AOI) or No Effect (NE) 

 
For projects that do not contain potential wetlands, or the conservation practices installed have no effect 
to those areas, Section B of the WM report will state the following: 

 
1. No Effect (NE) (or no potential wetland within or near the AOI) 

 
For projects that do not contain potential wetlands, or the conservation practices installed have no effect 
to wetlands.  Section B of the report will state the following: 

Example  

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 
The activity described has a determination of No Effect (NE) to wetlands protected under Executive Order 11990 and 
NRCS policy located at 190-GM, Part 410, Subpart B, Section 410.26.   If other practices are added, quantities, 
locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this 
data accordingly. 

Note:  This report does not grant or constitute permission or permitting in any manner. Due to the scale, size and 
other limitations, this information is for screening purposes only and should not be considered final.  Wetlands may 
occur that are not taken into consideration by this report. ALWAYS verify the presence or absence of wetlands through 
on-site analysis and field verification. Therefore, the final determination shown above may differ. Document the de-
termination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site analysis on the Environmental Evaluation. Certain ac-
tivities may require a Clean Water Act (CWA) permit or other permission. Refer to the CWA information as necessary.   
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In the example above, either the KICT located a resource within or near the AOI and determined that the 
practices planned will have no effect to it; or there no potential wetlands identified on or near the AOI.  
Planners must always field verify this finding.  Due to scale and lack of data, wetlands may occur at the 
field level that are not identified by the KICT.  Once verified, planners should document the finding on the 
Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) according to policy. 

2.  May Affect (MA) 

Example  

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activity described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to wetlands protected under Executive Order 11990 
and NRCS policy located at 190-GM, Part 410, Subpart B, Section 410.26.   If other practices are added, quantities, 
locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this 
data accordingly. 

Note:  This report does not grant or constitute permission or permitting in any manner. Due to the scale, size and 
other limitations, this information is for screening purposes only and should not be considered final.  Wetlands may 
occur that are not taken into consideration by this report. ALWAYS verify the presence or absence of wetlands through 
on-site analysis and field verification. Therefore, the final determination shown above may differ. Document the de-
termination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site analysis on the Environmental Evaluation. Certain ac-
tivities may require a Clean Water Act (CWA) permit or other permission. Refer to the CWA information as necessary.   

 

This determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could have an effect on 
an area identified as a potential wetland.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of 
both.   

Disclaimer 

Wetlands, wetland legislation and the rules governing them are complex.  Planners must use caution in the 
dissemination of the WM report and subsequent KICT determinations to avoid confusion regarding the 
determination use and purpose. This determination is solely to screen a PLU for any known areas that may 
be classified as wetlands under one or more Acts for the purpose of completing the CPA-52 according to 
NRCS policy.  This determination in no way constitutes a formal delineation or determination for any law 
including the National Food Security Act (NFSAM) or the Clean Water Act (CWA). A formal determina-
tion/delineation for those purposes must be made using other methods, procedures and protocols.  Contact 
the wetland compliance officer for more information. 

The areas identified by this process may or may not have been formally delineated.  The areas the KICT 
uses have been identified using various datasets of NRCS and regulatory agencies, but in no way contain 
all areas that could be classified as wetlands. Additionally, the planner must verify that practices planned 
will not affect the wetland identified by the KICT and in the field. Therefore, every “may affect” and “no 
effect” determination must be field verified. Planners that have limited or no experience with wetlands 
should always seek assistance regarding these issues. 

Potential Benefits 

The Potential Benefits section of the WM report lists possible benefits that could be realized to field-verified 
wetlands by the installation of conservation practices when any required avoidance measures are imple-
mented.  A benefit to a field-verified wetland may include providing a buffer or filtering effect,  facilitating 
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exclusion of people, vehicles, livestock or equipment, result in a water quality benefit, or restoration and/or 
management of aquatic habitats. Potential benefits may be utilized to help determine alternatives that en-
hance functions or values and may be used to help guide decisionmakers in developing alternatives that are 
beneficial to wetlands. 

Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

If all the required avoidance measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices could po-
tentially be beneficial for any field-verified wetlands. 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 
This practice may be beneficial to water quality if it is installed for the purpose of reduc-
ing or eliminating animal wastes, sediment, pesticides, or other pollutants from an ex-
isting wetland. 

 

In this example, the (317) Composting Facility is a beneficial practice if any applicable avoidance measures 
are implemented, and the practice is installed for the purpose of removing or eliminating a potential pollu-
tant to the field-verified wetland. 
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VII. WETLAND SEC DECISION DIAGRAM 
Below is a decision tree diagram that outlines a method to interpret the Wetland SEC KICT reports. 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the KY Inter-
agency Coordination Tool (KICT) and generate a Wetland 

(WM) Module report. 

STOP. The determination 
is No Effect (NE) to the 

Wetlands SEC.  Select “No 
Effect” and indicate “See 
attached report” on the 

CPA-52. Maintain the KICT 
printout and continue plan-

ning. 

Does the Avoidance 
Measures & Effect De-
termination section of 
the report state that 

the practices will have 
no effect (NE) on po-

tential wetlands? 
Are there alternative 

practices or locations that 
can be utilized in lieu of 
the planned practice(s)? 

No Yes 

No 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May Ef-
fect (MA) to the Wetlands SEC. Select 

“May Effect” and indicate “See at-
tached report” on the CPA-52. Ensure 

that avoidance measures are noted 
and incorporated into plans and speci-
fications prior to implementation. Main-

tain the KICT printout and continue 
planning. Document any benefits as 

appropriate. Inform and document that 
permits are required if applicable. 

Field verify the presence/ab-
sence/location of wetlands on the 
site.  Verify the WC provisions sta-

tus of the Food Security Act if appli-
cable.  Depending upon investigation 
or functional assessment outcome, will 

the wetland be affected? 

Are avoidance measures 
identified in the Avoidance 

Measures & Effect Determi-
nation section of the WM re-
port? (i.e. beneficial affect 

only) 

Does the Potential Impact Information section of the WM report iden-
tify that the project may impact an area that could potentially be a 

wetland? 
 

STOP. Field verify the absence of 
any wetland sites and effects.  If the 

resource is confirmed as not pre-
sent, enter “No Effect” on the CPA-

52. Document and maintain the 
KICT report and continue planning.  

Enter the alternative practices 
and/or location into the KICT 
and re-evaluate the affects by 

repeating the process. 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May Affect (MA). 
Select “May Effect” and indicate “See attached 

report” on the CPA-52. Maintain the KICT 
printout. If permits or permissions are required, 
inform landowners that they will be responsible 
for obtaining permits prior to implementation. 

Document in assistance notes and on the CPA-
52. If avoidance is not practical or feasible, con-
sult the NEPA coordinator and or Wetland Com-
pliance Specialist for assistance. Document on 

the conservation assistance notes. Consult infor-
mation on other KICT modules as available. 

 

No 

Yes 

Yes 

No 

STOP. The determination is May 
Effect (MA) because the activities 

are potentially all beneficial to a 
potential wetland. Select “May Ef-
fect” and indicate “See attached 
report” on the CPA-52. Maintain 
the KICT printout and continue 

planning. Document any benefits 
as appropriate. 

Can the avoidance measures identi-
fied in the KICT report be implemented 

so that all identified effects are 
avoided? 

Ye
 

No  Field verification 
confirms no ef-

fect.  

Yes 

No  Field verification 
confirms potential 
beneficial finding 
with no adverse 

effects.  

Yes 

No 

STOP. The determination is No 
Effect (NE) to the Wetlands SEC.  

Select “No Effect” and indicate 
“See attached report” on the 
CPA-52. Maintain the KICT 

printout and continue planning. 
Document in the assistance notes 
and on the CPA-52 the rationale 

of no effect. 

No 
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Documentation of the Wetlands Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Wetlands SEC on the Environmental Evaluation 
(CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it rep-
resents. To document the results of this module for NRCS-controlled actions, utilize the following process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a potential wetland. This information will be listed 
in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT WM report.  Identify the presence or absence of a 
potential wetland in the benchmark column, Section G, Wetlands, of the CPA-52.   Note that this should 
only be documented after field-verification has taken place. If the Potential Impact Information sec-
tion of the WM report indicates that there is no potential wetland present within AOI, document in sec-
tions G and J of the CPA-52 and proceed with planning.  

 

 

 
Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in CPA-52, Section J, to the field-verified po-
tential wetland identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the wetland. In 
the example below, it was determined that the no action may affect water quality within the wetland. 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

 

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

●Wetlands
Guide Sheet

KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates the PLU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
potential wetland.  This area 
has been confirmed through 
field verification.

The current management 
activities which include 
unmanaged nutrient 
applications and improper  
waste management may further 
exacerbate water quality 
concerns within the farm and 
watershed.

Guide Sheet
KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates the PLU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
potential wetland.  This area 
has been confirmed through 
field verification.
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Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B 
of the KICT RAM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

 
OR 

 

 

Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report 
obtained from the WASRM module (Step 4) of the KICT. In this example, May Effect was selected. 

 

Step 6–Ensure that any avoidance measures are implemented and agreed to by the client.  Document any 
relevant benefits.  

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

The current management 
activities which include 
unmanaged nutrient 
applications and improper  
waste management may further 
exacerbate water quality 
concerns within the farm and 
watershed.

●Wetlands May Effect May Effect
Guide Sheet

KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates the PLU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
potential wetland.  This area 
has been confirmed through 
field verification.
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Step 7 – Planners should describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-
52.  Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and maintain it with the CPA-52 as supporting 
information. If a consideration is required to meet NRCS policy, it is highly recommended that the action 
be identified either under the Alternative in Section J or Mitigation in Section L. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Step 8 – Ensure that the WM KICT report name appears on the CPA-52.   Note:  It is highly recom-
mended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional Notes section of 
the CPA-52. 

 

 

Note:  If appropriate, select “Needs Further Action” in section J under the appropriate alternative. Also 
utilize Section K of the CPA-52 to document the possibility of permits, consultations or authorizations.  

 

 

 

 

S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT report dated 7/11/2019 Junior Sample F123 T456

Chris P. Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Planner 20-Jul-19

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.

Alternative 1

Easements, Permissions, 
Public Review, or Permits 
Required and Agencies 
Consulted.

This alternative may require a NFSAM 
WC provision review in addition to a 
jurisdictional review and permit under 
Section 401/404 of the Clean Water Act.

Alternative 2No Action
K.  Other Agencies and 
Broad Public Concerns

 

The current management 
activities which include 
unmanaged nutrient 
applications and improper  
waste management may further 
exacerbate water quality 
concerns within the farm and 
watershed.

●Wetlands May Effect May Effect
Placement and construction of 
(317) will be outside the area 
considered wetland.  No fill will 
be placed near the wetland and 
no new lands will be cleared.  
The operation and maintenance 
may benefit water quality long 
term in the farm and watershed.

Guide Sheet
KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates the PLU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
potential wetland.  This area 
has been confirmed through 
field verification.

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
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XVII. WILD, SCENIC AND NRI RIVER SEGMENTS & KENTUCKY  
SPECIAL USE WATERS (WASRM) 

Wild, Scenic and NRI River Segments Module (WASRM) Description 

The purpose of this module is to provide conservation planners in Kentucky with a consistent and simplified 
process for determining the potential effects of NRCS conservation practices in areas designated for pro-
tection under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act and document that impact on the Environmental Evaluation 
(CPA-52). The protection of these areas is consistent with the NRCS mission and is required for compliance 
with NRCS policy and NEPA. In addition, this module provides information on Special Use Waters.  These 
are waters of the Commonwealth, most of which have requirements under Sections 404, 403 and 401 of the 
Clean Water Act. These waters are often classified or designated for the unique resources that they possess 
and may have additional regulations that are covered more extensively in other modules (e.g. Endangered 
Species Act or Clean Water Act). 

The module will help planners assess whether the area of interest lies within or near a federal and state area 
designated as a Wild or Scenic River or Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) segment. In addition, it will 
provide information regarding Kentucky Special Use Waters and provide considerations for planners re-
garding water quality. 

The module provides conservation planners in Kentucky with a consistent and simplified process for deter-
mining the potential effects of NRCS conservation practices in these officially designated areas including 
the following: 

• identify where NRI segments and Wild and Scenic official designations may exist within an 
AOI during planning;  

• identify conservation practices that could affect the qualities for which these areas are designated  
• identify conservation practices that could affect water quality in these areas; 
• identify potentially beneficial effects of conservation practices to officially designated areas; 
• provide information to conservation planners in a clear, concise method allowing documentation 

of the NEPA process (CPA-52) in conjunction with decision makers and conservation planning. 

Potential impacts to Wild and Scenic Rivers, NRI segments, and Kentucky Special Use Waters are de-
scribed fully in the document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS 
Conservation Practice Effects on Wild, Scenic and NRI River Segments & Ky Special Use Waters for Con-
servation Planning and Program Implementation. These impacts were determined as the ways these areas 
could be affected by the methods in which the practice was installed, operated, or maintained.   

Wild and Scenic River & NRI Segment Report Format 

The Wild and Scenic River Module (WASRM) reports are formatted much the same as other modules. The 
exception is the section for Special Use Waters in KY.  This section provides additional considerations for 
waters with special resources. Refer to the section entitled KICT Reports & Format for general information 
regarding report formatting.  The report that is generated for this module is formatted into four sections.  
The length of the module reports varies depending on the number of practices, potential impacts, consider-
ations for implementation, and so forth.  
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Interpreting the Wild and Scenic River & NRI Segment Results  

Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included in 
reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results 
of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey that 
information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation prac-
tices. Once a WASRM query is returned, planners should determine if a project:  

• contains a Wild and Scenic River or NRI segment; 
• determine if the practice is being installed within or near to affect the qualities for which the river 

segment is designated;  
• identify any required avoidance measures; 
• note any Kentucky Special Use Waters and incorporate any considerations and other module refer-

ences as applicable; and  
• recognize/document any potential benefits provided by conservation practices.  

 

Potential Impact Information 

Potential adverse impacts to Wild and Scenic Rivers or NRI segments or Kentucky Special Use Waters are 
grouped into six broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple impacts may apply to WASRM and several may 
apply to multiple practices.  The basic impact categories are as follows: 

• dredge and fill activities 
• effects to primitive or cultural values 
• effects to riparian corridors 
• adverse effect to water quality; 
• manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the alteration of hydrology 
• a change in landuse or land clearing activities. 

The following are examples of possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section for WASRM 
report. 

If there are no WASRM within or near the AOI, the module report will state the following: 

Example 

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS & NRI SEGMENTS 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs within or near a protected river 
segment as shown below. 
None 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

None 
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This output indicates that there are no protected river segments located in or near the AOI that could po-
tentially be affected by the practices.  Proceed to other sections of the report for other information and 
considerations. The planner may document this information and proceed.   

 
If protected river segments are present within or near the AOI, the KICT will list the type of water body 
that is present. 

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS & NRI SEGMENTS 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs within or near a protected river 
segment as shown below. 
Wild and Scenic River, National River Inventory (NRI) segment 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas could have 
potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

This activity may result in adverse modifications to riparian corridors and associated watersheds adjacent to a Wild 
and Scenic River, NRI segment or Kentucky Special Use Water. 

 

In this example, the tool identifies two types of federally designated waters and a potential impact that may 
apply. If waters are present but there are no identified impacts the report will simply state “none”. Note that 
Kentucky Special Use waters are not identified in this section.  If these types of waters are present, they 
will be identified in the report section entitled Kentucky Special Use Waters. 

WASRM Avoidance Measures  

The KICT provides avoidance measures for planners to implement for Wild and Scenic Rivers and NRI 
Segments.  These avoidance measures are required to be implemented. The following is an example 
of how a required strategy will be shown. 

Example 

AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be implemented to avoid adverse effects for the 
practice(s) shown.  The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the conservation plan, layout/specifications 
and operation and management of the practice. 
Practice  Required Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 
This practice shall only be installed in existing agricultural settings within ac-
tively managed cropland, grassland, hayland, farmsteads, etc. New lands 
must not be cleared to implement this practice. 

 

In this example, a composting facility is planned near or in an area that has a designated stream or river 
segment.  The avoidance measure prohibits new lands from being cleared to install a composting facility. 
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Consultation Protocol for WASRM and NRI Segments 

Some rare activities may adversely affect the values or characteristics of the water body for which it was 
designated.  In those instances, the KICT will provide an avoidance strategy that instructs the planner to 
consult with another agency. The US Forest Service (USFS) or the National Park Service (NPS) have ju-
risdiction over a waterbody depending upon the designation.  NRCS may be required to officially consult 
with one or both agencies to determine if the activity complies with the watershed plan and is not in conflict 
with the natural or cultural values of the water body. An avoidance measure similar to the following will 
be provided in the report. 

AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be implemented to avoid adverse effects for the 
practice(s) shown.  The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the conservation plan, layout/specifications 
and operation and management of the practice. 
Practice  Required Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Land Clearing (460) 

This practice may require consultation with the U.S Forest Service, National Park Service 
and/or permits from the Kentucky Department of Environmental Protection- Division of Wa-
ter and other agencies.  In addition, Clean Water Act Permits may be required for this activ-
ity. Contact the NEPA Coordinator/State Biologist for further guidance and coordination. 

 

If this or similar avoidance measures occur, planners should attempt to determine if other practices that 
achieve the same objectives would not require consultation.  If alternative practices are not available, utilize 
the following protocol for initiating consultation: 

1. Contact the NEPA Coordinator for additional guidance. 
2. Inform the client of the potential to obtain permission from an outside agency (NPS or USFS) and 

obtain written permission from the landowner.  The NEPA Coordinator will provide a permission 
form for signature.   

3. Determine the necessity for obtaining other permits, including floodplain coordinator permissions, 
Clean Water Act, etc. and provide agency contacts for those agencies. 

4. Document the conversation with the client regarding the need for permits, consultations, etc. in the 
assistance notes and mark “Needs Further Action” on the Wild and Scenic Rivers SEC in Section J 
of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  Continue planning and revise the CPA-52 when con-
sultations/permits are received via client. 

5. Document any need for coordination/consultation in Section K of the CPA-52 if necessary and ap-
plicable. 

 

WASRM Effect Determination 

Section B of the WASRM report is the Effect Determination.  This section of the report is the determination 
of the project based on practice implementation.  There are two possible determinations that may result 
from the WASRM report.  They are as follows: 

• No effect 
• May effect 

 



 

176 

2. No Effect (NE) (or no designated waterbody within or near the AOI) 
 
For projects that do not contain WASRM, or the conservation practices installed have no effect to 
WASRM.  Section B of the report will state the following: 

Example  

C. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of No Effect (NE) to areas protected under The National Wild and Scenic 
Rivers Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-542).  If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant 
changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 

Note:  Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity to obtain any permits prior to implementation. 
 

In the example above, even though the KICT located a resource within or near the AOI, the practices im-
plemented will have no effect to the WASRM or values associated with it.  Planners should document the 
report on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) according to policy. 

2.  May Affect (MA) 

Example  

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to areas protected under The National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-542).  If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant 
changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 

Note:  Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity to obtain any permits prior to implementation. 
 

This determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could have an effect on 
a federally designated waterbody area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of 
both.   

Interpreting the Kentucky Special Use Waters Results (KSUW) 

This section of the report provides information regarding KSUW that planners and land managers should 
consider.  Note that the Effect Determination for WASRM does not apply to the KSUW information.  The 
considerations provided in this section are voluntary and should be used for information only.  How-
ever, in some instances these considerations may direct planners to other modules such as the Endangered 
Species Act or the Clean Water Act because a permit may be required for an activity planned, or there are 
protected species potentially present within or near the area. 

There are six different types of KSUW identified by this module. They are as follows: 

• Cold Water Aquatic Habitat (CAH) includes surface waters that will support indigenous aquatic 
life or self-sustaining and/or reproducing trout populations on a year-round basis.  

• Outstanding State Resource Waters (OSRW) are surface waters designated as unique waters of 
the Commonwealth.  
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• Outstanding National Resource Waters (ONRW) are waters that meet the requirements for an 
outstanding state resource water classification and are of national ecological or recreational signifi-
cance.  

• Exceptional Waters (EXCW) waterbodies whose quality exceeds that necessary to support prop-
agation of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and recreation in and on the water.  Sometimes these are 
referred to as High Quality Streams. 

• Reference Reach Waters (R-RCH) are streams representative of many similar streams within a 
definable geographic area. Reference reach waters are the least impacted within an ecoregion and 
provide an estimate of attainable conditions for similar streams within the same ecoregion and wa-
tershed. These streams are also included in the list of exceptional waters.   

• Portions of nine rivers of exceptional quality and aesthetic character have been designated as Ken-
tucky Wild Rivers.  Each Wild River is a linear corridor encompassing all visible land on each side 
of the river up to 2,000 feet. Wild Rivers are designated by the state General Assembly in recogni-
tion of their unspoiled character, outstanding water quality, and natural characteristics.  

A stream may be designated as more than one of these types and therefore may have multiple listings iden-
tified in the report.  In addition, the KSUW and the federal designation of WASRM may coincide and have 
multiple listings. The following is an example of how a KSUW may be identified in this module. 

Example 

KENTUCKY SPECIAL USE WATERS (PROVIDED FOR ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION) 
This project area contains or occurs near the following KY Special Use Waters: 
Outstanding State Resource Water, Outstanding National Resource Water  
The following information should be carefully considered during practice implementation. Also, verify if dredging or 
filling within or near these waters is associated with the project.  Refer to the clean water act information if availa-
ble. 

Practice  Considerations 

Composting Facility (317) 

Carefully consider the siting of this practice to minimize impacts to streams and sur-
face waters from pollutant runoffs during implementation and operation. 
This waterbody could contain protected state or federally listed aquatic species.  
Refer to Threatened or Endangered species information for guidance with these 
practices and associated waterbodies. 

Note:  Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity to obtain any permits prior to implementation. 
 

In this example, a composting facility is being proposed in an area that is near or contains an Outstanding 
State Resource Water and an Outstanding National Resource Water.  The module informs the planner to 
carefully consider the placement of the practice to avoid water quality concerns and points to the ESA 
module as there is a possibility that the stream could contain federally listed species.  These considerations 
are to be implemented where feasible and practical.  Many times, this information is simply utilized by 
planners to help recognize resource concerns and avoid any potential adverse aquatic impacts. 
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Not all reports will contain a KSUW.   In those instances, this section will state the following: 

KENTUCKY SPECIAL USE WATERS (PROVIDED FOR ADDITIONAL CONSIDERATION) 
This project area contains or occurs near the following KY Special Use Waters: 
None 
The following information should be carefully considered during practice implementation. Also, verify if 
dredging or filling within or near these waters is associated with the project.  Refer to the clean water 
act information if available. 
Practice  Considerations 

N/A None 
Note:  Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity to obtain any permits prior to implemen-
tation. 

 

 

Potential Benefits to Designated Stream Segments 

The Potential Benefits section of the WASRM report lists possible benefits that could be realized to desig-
nated stream segments by installation of conservation practices.  A benefit to a stream segment may include 
contribution to improved water quality, exclusion of livestock and people, and restoration or improvement 
of values and characteristics of use and viewshed. Benefits may be listed for either KSUW or WASRM. 

Example 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

If avoidance measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices may provide beneficial 
contributions to riparian ecology: 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 
This practice may be beneficial to water quality if it is installed for the purpose of reduc-
ing or eliminating animal wastes, sediment, pesticides, or other pollutants from a Wild 
and Scenic River, NRI segment or Kentucky Special Use Water or associated wetland. 
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KICT WSRM REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

[START] 
Login and enter all the required information into the KY Inter-
agency Coordination Tool (KICT) and generate a WSRM 

report. 

Are avoidance 
measures identified in 
Section A of the KICT 

report? 
 

Are all avoidance measures feasible to 
implement and none of the avoidance 
measures listed require contact with 
the NEPA coordinator or state that a 

permit may be required? 

Does the “Avoidance 
Measures & Effect De-
termination” section B 

of the KICT report state 
that the practices will 
have no effect (NE) to 
areas protected under 
the National Wild and 
Scenic Rivers Act? 

Yes 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is 
May Effect (MA) to a Wild 
and Scenic River, NRI seg-

ment. Select “May Effect” and 
reference the KICT report on 
the CPA-52. Ensure that any 
avoidance measures are in-
corporated into plans and 

specifications prior to imple-
mentation. Continue planning 
and document any benefits 

as appropriate. 
 

STOP. The determination is 
May Effect (MA) because the 
activities are potentially benefi-
cial to a Wild and Scenic River, 
NRI segment. Select “May Ef-
fect” and reference the KICT 
report on the CPA-52. Con-

tinue planning and document 
any benefits as appropriate. 

No 

Does the Potential Impact Information Section I of the KICT report 
identify that the project area may contain a designated Wild and Sce-

nic River, NRI segment? * 
 

STOP. The determination is No Ef-
fect (NE) to the Wild and Scenic 

Rivers Special Environmental Con-
cern on the CPA-52.  Select “No Ef-
fect” and reference the KICT report 

and continue planning. 
 

Are there alternative 
practices that can be 
utilized in lieu of the 
planned practice(s); 
or can practices be 
located so as not to 
affect the river or the 

values associated 
with the river seg-

ment, or require per-
mits, etc.? 

No 

Enter the alternative prac-
tices into the KICT and re-
evaluate the affects by re-

peating the process. 

Yes 

STOP. The determination is May 
Effect (MA). Select “May Effect” 
and reference the KICT report 
on the CPA-52. Maintain the 
KICT WASRM module report.  

Inform the landowner of the po-
tential for adverse effects to a 
Wild and Scenic River and/or 

NRI segment. Document all in-
formation and alternatives thor-

oughly in the conservation assis-
tance notes. Contact the NEPA 
coordinator for further guidance. 

No 

Yes 

No 

Yes 

No 

* NOTE:  KY Special Use Waters are included in the report as information only.  Conservation planners are highly encouraged to implement 
avoidance measures where feasible and practical; and to inform landowners of potential adverse impacts. Refer to other relevant modules if 
applicable. 
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Documentation of the WASRM Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52) 

The following is an example of how to document the Wild and Scenic Rivers SEC on the Environmental 
Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to 
which it represents. To document the results of this module for NRCS-controlled actions, utilize the fol-
lowing process: 

Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the 
general information section of the KICT report. 

 

 

Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a protected river segment.  This information will 
be listed in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT WASRM module report.  Identify the 
presence or absence of the protected river segment in the benchmark column, Section G, of the CPA-52.   
If the Potential Impact Information section of the WASRM module report indicates that there is no pro-
tected river segment present within AOI, document in sections G and J of the CPA-52 and proceed with 
planning.  

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if RMS √ if RMS √ if RMSAlternative 2Alternative 1No Action
H.  Alternatives

Continue current corn/soybean/wheat 
rotation, conventional tillage and 
commercial fertilizer application

Construction of composting facility 
(317) for poultry and other organicsin 
addition to nutrient management (590) 
will increase productivity and reduce 
waste.

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates that the CPU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
Wild and Scenic River & 
National River Inventory (NRI) 
segment.

●Wild and Scenic Rivers
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Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in CPA-52, Section J, to the protected river 
segment(s) identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the river segment. 
In the example below, it was determined that the no action may affect water quality. 

 

Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section 
B of the KICT RAM report and locating the determination box as shown below. 

  
OR 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)
May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrient 
activities and waste could 
exacerbate current water quality 
concerns in nearby surface 
waters.

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates that the CPU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
Wild and Scenic River & 
National River Inventory (NRI) 
segment.

●Wild and Scenic Rivers
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Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of re-
port obtained from the WASRM module (Step 4) of the KICT. In this example, May Effect was se-
lected. 

 

Step 6–Ensure that any avoidance measures are implemented and agreed to by the client.  Document any 
relevant benefits.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates that the CPU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
Wild and Scenic River & 
National River Inventory (NRI) 
segment.

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrients could 
exacerbate water quality 
concerns in the watershed.

Placement of the 317 will be 
located on existing actively 
managed agricultural lands and 
no new lands will be cleared for 
installation of the practice. 317 
may benefit water quality long 
term in the NRI segment 
identified.

May Effect●Wild and Scenic Rivers
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Step 7 – Planners should describe the effects outlined in the KICT report directly in Section J of the CPA-
52.  Planners may also refer to the KICT report (by name) and maintain it with the CPA-52 as supporting 
information. If a consideration is required to meet NRCS policy, it is highly recommended that the action 
be identified either under the Alternative in Section J or Mitigation in Section L. 

 

Step 8 – Ensure that the WASRM KICT report name appears on the CPA-52.   Note:  It is highly recom-
mended that planners also record the date and name of the KICT report in the Additional Notes section 
of the CPA-52. 

 
Note:  Planners may also document and apply any information regarding Kentucky Special Use Waters 
identified in other sections of the report, however this is not required. Utilize Section G of the CPA-52 
under the Special Environmental Concern(s) Clean Water Act (if appropriate), the Wild and Scenic River 
Act, etc. 

 

 

 

 

S.  Signature of Responsible Federal Official:

Additional notes

Signature Title Date

Refer to the KICT report dated 7/11/2019 Junior Sample F123 T456

Chris P. Planner Supervisory Natural Resource 
Planner 20-Jul-19

I have considered the effects of the alternatives on the Resource Concerns, Economic and Social Considerations, Special 
Environmental Concerns, and Extraordinary Circumstances as defined by Agency regulation and policy and based on that made the 
finding indicated above.

 

No Action Alternative 1
J.   Impacts to Special Environmental Concerns

Alternative 2
√ if 

needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

G.  Special 
Environmental 
Concerns
(Document existing/ 
benchmark conditions)

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

√ if 
needs 
further 
action

Document all impacts
(Attach Guide Sheets as 

applicable)

Guide Sheet Fact Sheet
KICT report entitled XYZ123 
indicates that the CPU occurs 
within or in close proximity to a 
Wild and Scenic River & 
National River Inventory (NRI) 
segment.

May Effect
Current management activities 
and unmanaged nutrients could 
exacerbate water quality 
concerns in the watershed.

Placement of the 317 will be 
located on existing actively 
managed agricultural lands and 
no new lands will be cleared for 
installation of the practice. 317 
may benefit water quality long 
term in the NRI segment 
identified.

May Effect●Wild and Scenic Rivers
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XVIII. KICT ASSISTANCE 

The following procedure should be performed if planners feel the tool is not functioning properly or they 
need assistance regarding the KICT: 
 
1.  Review the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on the website 
2.  Review the KICT Handbook to make sure the issue is not addressed  
3. Contact the KICT Representative or state level specialist responsible for that module 
 
Planners should always follow their local chains of command to resolve issues. If the tool is not function-
ing or the website is having problems, please provide that information in detail to the KICT Administrator 
directly.  
 

 
 
Additional Sources of Information 

The following section provides other sources of information that are available to planners to seek assis-
tance.  Many of these sources are also available online and/or in NRCS technical references. 

The material provided for training purposes, including the Power Point Presentation used to train field 
office personnel on the use of the KICT for each module, is maintained on the Kentucky SharePoint site 
under the technology tab and within the KICT folder.  Each module support document is maintained in 
Section II under NEPA in the eFOTG. 
 
For information regarding KICT data housing and GIS metadata, visit or contact the West Virginia GIS 
Technical Center at http://wvgis.wvu.edu/index.php 
 

 
 
Clean Air Act Module - In addition to training materials available on the SharePoint, consult the follow-
ing sources for information on the Clean Air Act and air quality: 

 
Air Pollution Control District - https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-dis-
trict 
 
Kentucky Division for Air Quality Annual Report Fiscal Year 2017 available at Division for 
Air Quality – http://air.ky.gov 
NRCS has developed educational tools that are designed to provide information about air quality 
and are accessible to the public. To view these online courses please visit: www.airqual-
ity.nrcs.usda.gov. 

USDA & USEPA - Agricultural Air Quality Conservation Measures Reference Guide for 
Cropping Systems and General Land Management - October 2012 

 

http://wvgis.wvu.edu/index.php
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district
https://louisvilleky.gov/government/air-pollution-control-district
http://air.ky.gov/
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USDA & USEPA - Agricultural Air Quality Conservation Measures Reference Guide for 
Poultry and Livestock Production Systems, September 2017 
Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on The Clean Air Act - Re-
gional Visibility Degradation & Non-Attainment Zones for Conservation Planning and Program 
Implementation (2018) 

 

Clean Water Act & Waters of the United States Module - In addition to training materials consult the fol-
lowing sources for information on the Clean Water Act and Waters of the United States: 

THIS MODULE IS UNDER DEVELOPMENT 

Nationwide Permits for the State of Kentucky – Lists all nationwide permits applicable to Ken-
tucky from both Districts of the US Army Corps of Engineers.  They are available in Section II of 
the Field Office Technical Guide under the Section entitled “Laws”. 

Support Document – The Kentucky Interagency Coordination Tool (KICT) – A Tool for compli-
ance with the Clean Water Act and Waters of the United States for Kentucky NRCS employees. 
(2021) 

 

NHPA Cultural Resources Module - In addition to training materials and consultations with the State 
Historic Preservation Officer, consult the following sources for information on cultural resources: 

The Kentucky NRCS FOTG is available at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/. Refer to 
Section II of the Kentucky FOTG. Specifically, look under NEPA/SEC/Cultural Resources 

Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Cultural Resources for Conservation Plan-
ning and Program Implementation – is the official result of the programmatic consultation on 
effects to cultural resources which the KICT is based.  No changes are made to KICT results unless 
recorded within this document first.  The document outlines the practice-resource (aka the matrix) 
combinations and avoidance measures that were agreed upon during consultation.  It is available 
in a printable format in Section II of the Kentucky eFOTG at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/tech-
nical/efotg/. 
 
GM_420_401 - Part 401 - Cultural Resources (Archeological and Historic Properties): http://di-
rectives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17073  Guidance to NRCS policy and proce-
dures for cultural resources during the planning and implementation of NRCS practices.  
 
The NRCS National Cultural Resources Procedures Handbook (H_190_601- Part 601) is also 
provided as a reference tool for TSPs and may be found at http://direc-
tives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17090   
 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/
http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17073
http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17073
http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17090
http://directives.sc.egov.usda.gov/RollupViewer.aspx?hid=17090
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The Advisory Council on Historic Preservation's web page, Working with Section 106, may be 
appropriate reference material for most TSPs needing guidance on cultural resources located at 
http://www.achp.gov/work106.html 
 
Support Document – Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Cultural Resources for 
Conservation Planning and Program Installation. 2016. 

 

Endangered Species Act Module - In addition to training materials and consultations with USFWS and 
NRCS biologists, consult the following sources for information on threatened and endangered species:  

The Kentucky NRCS FOTG is available at http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/. Refer to 
Section II of the Kentucky FOTG. Specifically, look under NEPA/SEC/Threatened and Endan-
gered Species. 

NatureServe Explorer – NatureServe Explorer is a collection of species conservation information 
and data that is provided by State natural heritage programs and other conservation organizations. 
(Available at http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/)  

Species Fact Sheets – These documents provide detailed information concerning T&E species life 
histories and species descriptions. https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/reports/species-listed-by-state-totals-
report 

Threatened and Endangered Species List Kentucky (USFWS) – This is the official list (up-
dated periodically) from the USFWS and lists the species and general information regarding loca-
tion and status. Refer to Section II of the Kentucky FOTG. Specifically, look under 
NEPA/SEC/Threatened and Endangered Species. 

For more information regarding listed or rare species; or to report new information in Kentucky, 
visit the Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission at http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/. 

Kentucky’s Threatened and Endangered Species (KDFWR) – This 2001 document provides 
generalized information and locations of the federal-listed T&E plants and animals that planners 
in Kentucky would most likely encounter. The document is somewhat dated, and species listings 
have changed considerably. This list is available in Section II of the FOTG 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/.  

USFWS Species Recovery Plans – These documents are species-specific reports outlining distri-
bution, biology and recovery strategies of Federal-listed species occurring in Kentucky.  Available 
in Section II/NEPA/SEC/Threatened and Endangered Species of the FOTG 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/) 

The Bald Eagle Management Guidelines website available at: http://www.fws.gov/south-
east/es/baldeagle/ 

http://www.achp.gov/work106.html
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/
http://www.natureserve.org/explorer/
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/reports/species-listed-by-state-totals-report
https://ecos.fws.gov/ecp0/reports/species-listed-by-state-totals-report
http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/
http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/
http://www.fws.gov/southeast/es/baldeagle/
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Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Threatened, Endangered, Candidate and 
Eagle Species for Planning and Program Implementation – is the official result of the program-
matic consultation on endangered species and eagles which the KICT is based.  No changes are 
made to KICT results unless recorded within this document first.  The document outlines the prac-
tice-species (aka the matrix) combinations and avoidance measures that were agreed upon during 
consultation.  It is available in a printable format in Section II of the KY FOTG at 
http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/. 
 
Support Document –The Kentucky Interagency Coordination Tool (KICT) – A Tool for compli-
ance with the Endangered Species Act and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act for Kentucky 
NRCS employees.  

 
 

Environmental Justice Module - In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the 
following sources for environmental justice in Kentucky: 

U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 2019. EJSCREEN   www.epa.gov/ejscreen 

Environmental Justice Tools - NRCS also uses these initiatives and activities to ensure these 
communities have access to its myriad programs and services. 

• Public-Private Partnerships – NRCS staff collaborates with community-based and 
other organizations whose mission is to improve environmental protection for communi-
ties. 

• Civil Rights – NRCS staff ensures all populations have access to NRCS programs and 
services and ensures adherence to all civil rights laws. 

• Outreach – NRCS staff ensure all populations have access to NRCS programs and ser-
vices nationwide. 

• StrikeForce Initiative for Rural Growth and Opportunity (SFI) County - designed to 
address persistent poverty across the nation. USDA staff work with state, local and com-
munity officials to increase awareness of USDA programs and help increase program 
participation through intensive community outreach and technical assistance. 

Tribal Consultation – This module will be developed separately from Environmental Justice  

Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Environmental Justice 
for Conservation Planning and Program Implementation (2021) 

 
 

 
Floodplain Management Module - In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the 
following sources for information on floodplain management: 

Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Floodplains for Conservation Planning and 
Program Implementation – outlines the rationales for impacts to floodplains including potential 
benefits. This document is in Section II of the KY eFOTG. 

http://www.nrcs.usda.gov/technical/efotg/
http://www.epa.gov/ejscreen
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USDA-NRCS – Planning for Floodplain and Riparian Area Special Environmental Concerns, pre-
sented by Weber and Goodwin, NRCS Environmental Evaluation Series, July 2013. 

USDA-NRCS – Riparian Areas Environmental Uniqueness, Functions, and Value, August 1996 
https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/technical/Riparian  

Kentucky Division of Water Floodplain Construction - http://water.ky.gov/flood-
plain/Pages/FloodplainConstruction.aspx 

Kentucky Division of Water - Floodplain Construction Forms - http://water.ky.gov/flood-
plain/Pages/FloodplainConstructionForms.aspx 

Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Floodplains for Conser-
vation Planning and Program Implementation (2018) 

 

Invasive Species Module - In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the following 
sources for invasive species in Kentucky: 

EDDMapS is a web-based mapping system for documenting invasive species distribution. It 
doesn't require Geographic Information Systems experience. Launched in 2005 by the Center for 
Invasive Species and Ecosystem Health at the University of Georgia, it was originally designed 
as a tool for state Exotic Pest Plant Councils to develop more complete distribution data of inva-
sive species. https://www.eddmaps.org/ 
 
Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Invasive Species for 
Conservation Planning and Program Implementation (2019) 

 

Natural Areas Module - In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the following 
sources for officially designated natural areas in Kentucky: 

State Nature Preserve / State Natural Area Directory - http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/naturep-
reserves/Pages/default.aspx 
 
Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool (KBAT) - https://kynaturepreserves.org/ 
 
Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Natural Areas -for Conservation Planning and 
Program Implementation – Section II eFOTG 
 
General Manual, Title 190 Ecological Sciences, Part 410.23. 
 
Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Natural Areas for Con-
servation Planning and Program Implementation (2018) 
 

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/technical/Riparian
http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstruction.aspx
http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstruction.aspx
http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstructionForms.aspx
http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstructionForms.aspx
https://www.eddmaps.org/
http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/naturepreserves/Pages/default.aspx
http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/naturepreserves/Pages/default.aspx
https://kynaturepreserves.org/
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Prime Farmland Module - In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the following 
sources for prime farmlands in Kentucky: 

NRCS website at:  https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/fppa/ 
Web Soil Survey - Soil Survey Staff, Natural Resources Conservation Service, United States De-
partment of Agriculture. Web Soil Survey. Available online at the following link: https://web-
soilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/. Accessed [11/2/2018]. 

Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Prime Farmlands for 
Conservation Planning and Program Implementation (2018) 

 

Riparian Area Module - In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the following 
sources for information on riparian areas: 
 

Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects in Riparian areas for Conservation Planning 
and Program Implementation – outlines the rationales for impacts to floodplains including po-
tential benefits. This document is in Section II of the KY eFOTG. 

USDA-NRCS - Supplemental guidance relating to riparian areas, NRCS/RCA Issue Brief 11 
August 1996.  
 
USDA-NRCS – Planning for Floodplain and Riparian Area Special Environmental Concerns, 
presented by Weber and Goodwin, NRCS Environmental Evaluation Series, July 2013. 
 
Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Riparian Areas for Con-
servation Planning and Program Implementation (2018) 

 

Scenic Beauty Module- In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the following 
sources for more information regarding scenic beauty: 

Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Scenic Beauty for Con-
servation Planning and Program Implementation (2020) 

USDA Soil Conservation Service. 1978. Procedure to Establish Priorities in Landscape Archi-
tecture. USDA S.C.S. Tech. Release 65, Washington, DC, 20250 

U.S. Department of Transportation Federal Highway Administration. 2013. Guidelines for 
the Visual Impact Assessment of Highway Projects. Prepared by: ICF International 9300 Lee 
Hwy., Fairfax, VA 22031. In Association With: Avenue Design Partners 2356 University Ave-
nue, Suite 403 Saint Paul, MN 55114.   Contract DTFH61-11-D-0003  

https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/main/national/landuse/fppa/
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/?referrer=Citation.htm-HomeLink1
https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/?referrer=Citation.htm-HomeLink1
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Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Visual Resources and 
Scenic Beauty for Conservation Planning and Program Implementation (2020) 

 

Wetland Module- In addition to training materials on the SharePoint site, consult the following sources 
for more information regarding wetlands: 

Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Potential Wetlands for 
Conservation Planning and Program Implementation (2018) 

USDA NRCS General Manual Part 610 – National Environmental Compliance Handbook-
610.36  Wetlands 

Web Soil Survey - Web Soil Survey (WSS) provides soil data and information produced by the Na-
tional Cooperative Soil Survey https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/ 

USFWS NWI Maps - The Wetlands Mapper is designed to deliver easy-to-use, map like views of 
America’s Wetland resources. It integrates digital map data along with other resource information to 
produce current information on the status, extent, characteristics and functions of wetlands, riparian, 
and deep-water habitats. https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html 

National Agricultural Statistics Service (NASS) - https://www.nass.usda.gov/index.php 

 

Wild and Scenic Rivers and Kentucky Special Use Waters Module - In addition to training materials 
on the SharePoint site, consult the following sources for these specially designated water bodies: 

National Park Service - Nationwide Rivers Inventory- https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/na-
tionwide-rivers-inventory.htm 
 
DEP Special Use Waters Title 401 Energy and Environment Cabinet - Department for Environ-
mental Protection - http://water.ky.gov/waterquality/Pages/SpecialUseWaters.aspx 
 
Support Document - Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Wild, Scenic and NRI 
Segments & KY Special Use Waters for Conservation Planning and Program Implementation 
(2018) 

 

Agency KICT Technical Contacts 

Outside agencies should not be contacted directly by field staff unless directed to do so.  When seeking 
assistance, always follow proper channels and agency policy. 

https://websoilsurvey.sc.egov.usda.gov/
https://www.fws.gov/wetlands/data/mapper.html
https://www.nass.usda.gov/index.php
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm
https://www.nps.gov/subjects/rivers/nationwide-rivers-inventory.htm
http://water.ky.gov/waterquality/Pages/SpecialUseWaters.aspx
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For issues concerning account management or KICT metadata and KICT operation issues contact the 
appropriate NRCS KICT State Administrator listed below:  

NRCS KICT STATE ADMINISTRATORS 

Casey Shrader (All Modules & General Operation) 
NRCS  
771 Corporate Drive Suite 300 
Lexington, KY 40503 

Phone: (859) 224-7372 
Email:  Casey.Shrader@usda.gov 

Christina Pappas (All Modules & General Operation) 
NRCS  
Archaeologist/CRS 
771 Corporate Drive Suite 300 
Lexington, KY 40503 

Phone: (859) 224-7433 
Email: Christina.Pappas@usda.gov 
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XIX. GLOSSARY 

Planners may encounter the following terms either in this document, reports, supplemental documents or 
when working with the KICT. 

 

Actively Managed Lands - - Land currently receiving ongoing management treatments which include, 
but are not limited to grazing, tillage, crop rotation, fertilization, mowing, weed control, etc. (i.e. lands are 
not cleared to utilize this practice). Lands meeting this definition must have received management treat-
ments three out of the last five years. 

Adverse Impact – The result of implementation of a project or practice that negatively affects a resource, 
species, etc. 

Agricultural Lands – Lands used primarily to produce food and fiber.  They usually include landuses 
such as pasture, hayland, cropland, and forestlands. 

Area of Interest (AOI) – The boundary outlined and submitted by the planner to query the KICT about 
species, habitats, and the effects of conservation practices on them. 

Avoidance Strategy – A method of installing a conservation practice that avoids or minimizes the risk of 
adverse impacts. Avoidance measures and avoidance strategies are equivalent in meaning in this docu-
ment and are often used interchangeably. (See also Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives) 

Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) – A federal law protecting golden and bald eagles 
from harm or harassment. 

Bald Eagle Nesting Dates – Nesting dates include various activities including egg laying, incubation, 
hatching and rearing young.  Eagle nesting dates vary by geographic region, but in Kentucky the dates 
(Eagle breeding season occurs February 1 through June 1).   

Base Floodplain - areas with a 1 percent chance of being flooded in any given year, also referred to as 
the 1 percent exceedance probability or the 100-year return interval.  Equal to the "100-year" floodplain 
(the so-called "1-percent chance floodplain"). 

Candidate Species – Any species of fish, wildlife, or plant which has been determined to be candidates 
for listing under Section 4 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (amended) and is being considered for 
threatened or endangered status. 

Class 1 Areas - Class I Areas are areas of national or regional natural, scenic, recreational, or historic 
value that are given special protection under the Clean Air Act (CAA).  One of these special protections 
is preservation of the visibility of scenic vistas within the Class I area.  EPA has developed the Regional 
Haze Rule that directs states to establish goals for improving visibility in national parks and wilderness 
areas.  States are required to develop long-term strategies for reducing emissions of air pollutants that 
cause visibility impairment.  The goals and requirements vary by state and by Class I area. 
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Clean Air Act (CAA) – The basis of clean air programs in the United States. The original CAA passed 
in 1970 and was amended in 1977 and 1990. It is comprised of nine sections or Titles that cover, in order, 
the National Ambient Air Quality Standards, mobile sources, hazardous air pollutants, acid-deposition 
control, stationary source operating permits, stratospheric ozone and global climate protection, enforce-
ment, miscellaneous provisions, and clean air research. 

Clean Water Act (CWA) - the primary federal law in the United States governing water pollution. Its 
objective is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation's waters; 
recognizing the responsibilities of the states in addressing pollution and providing assistance to states to 
do so, including funding for publicly owned treatment works for the improvement of wastewater treat-
ment; and maintaining the integrity of wetlands. 

Consent to Consult – NRCS must obtain the permission of the landowner to consult with any outside 
agency to determine a course of action when planned conservation practice installation may have an ad-
verse effect to a resource.  NRCS must obtain consent from the landowner utilizing the Consultation 
Permission Form located in the KICT ESA Review Request Form Excel workbook. (Form is appropriate 
for all forms of required consultation) 

Conservation Practice – A scientifically based methodology prescribed to landowners based on a set of 
minimum criteria (standard) and applied in a specific way to conserve or protect natural resources and 
address a resource concern. 

Conservation Practice Extent – The reach or footprint that a conservation practice will be utilized within 
a specific region, area or planning unit. 

Conservation Practice Unit – The amounts in which a conservation practice is measured. Examples 
would include acres, number, feet, miles and cubic yards. 

Consultation – The legal responsibility of NRCS to seek advice, guidance, and counsel from, and confer 
with, authorized parties on program, project, and policy issues. This is a formal process that is typically 
outlined in various regulations dependent upon the agency NRCS is tasked with consulting. NRCS policy 
stipulates the individuals tasked with these duties. For more information on the requirements of consulta-
tion, when it is to occur, and who should participate, see the specific modules discussed in this handbook. 
For questions regarding specific consultations, contact the state staff specialists for the associated modules 
in this handbook. 

Coordination – For the purposes of this document this term refers to the internal review process where 
NRCS specialists review specific KICT reports, make an Effect Determination, and provide guidance on 
how to proceed. In instances were consultation is required, the state level specialist will initiate the pro-
cess. Each module of the KICT report will indicate who should be contacted for coordination. Addition-
ally, these are the individuals to be contacted when there are resource concerns not clarified by the KICT. 

Coordination of Benefits – In the context of the KICT, coordination of benefits refers to situations in 
which the responsible federal agency has identified the effects of the practice, but coordination with an-
other agency is encouraged (however not required) to assure the practice is implemented to attain the 
maximum benefit to the resource. Situations in which practices are being implemented for the specific 
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benefit of a resource is an example of when coordination should be implemented. In some instances, this 
term is used along with consultation. This indicates that although consultation is required, the overall 
benefit to the resource may likely be beneficial under most circumstances. 

CPA-52 – The NRCS worksheet utilized to document the Environmental Evaluation.  See Environmental 
Evaluation (EE) 

Criteria Pollutants - Any pollutant for which there is established a NAAQS at 40 CFR part 50. The Clean 
Air Act requires the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) to set National Ambient Air Quality Stand-
ards (NAAQS) for six "criteria" pollutants in outdoor air. NAAQS are currently set for carbon monoxide, 
lead, ground-level ozone, nitrogen dioxide, particulate matter, and sulfur dioxide.  EPA calls these pollu-
tants “criteria” air pollutants because it sets NAAQS for them based on the criteria, which are characteri-
zations of the latest scientific information regarding their effects on health or welfare."). These pollutants 
are found all over the U.S.  

Critical Action Floodplain - The critical action floodplain is defined as the 500-year floodplain (the 0.2-
percent chance floodplain) where certain facilities are present, such as a school, hospital, nursing home, 
utility, or a facility producing volatile, toxic, or water-reactive materials. 

Critical Habitat – Specific geographic areas, whether occupied by listed species or not, that are deter-
mined to be essential for the conservation and management of listed species, and that have been formally 
described in the Federal Register. 

Cropland – Land used primarily to produce field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod 
crops. Any lands used to produce a planted crop by tilling of the soil including no-till and similar methods 
used to produce food or fiber.  

CRS – see Cultural Resource Specialist. 

Cultural Resource Class – For the purposes of the KICT, resources have been grouped into classes to 
allow similar resources that are affected similarly to be identified more readily by the tool.  There are eight 
specific classes of cultural resources.  The specifics of each group are identified in the programmatic 
agreement. 

Cultural Resources – The term “cultural resources” as used by NRCS is broader than those resources 
encompassed by the term “historic properties” as defined by the NHPA (16 U.S.C. Section 470 et seq.) 
and regulations for compliance with section 106 of the NHPA (36 CFR Part 800). Under NHPA, historic 
properties include any prehistoric or historic district, site, building, structure, or object listed in or eligible 
for listing in the National Register of Historic Places (NRHP) maintained by the Secretary of the Interior. 
They also include all records, artifacts, and physical remains associated with the NRHP-eligible historic 
properties. They may consist of the traces of the past activities and accomplishments of people.  The term 
“historic property” also includes properties of religious and cultural importance to an Indian Tribe (in-
cluding Native Alaskan Villages) or Native Hawaiian organization that meet NRHP criteria.  As more 
broadly used, the term “cultural resources,” covers a wider range of resources than “historic properties,” 
such as sacred sites, archaeological sites not eligible for the National Register of Historic Places, and 
archaeological collections. 

https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants#self
https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants#self
https://www.epa.gov/criteria-air-pollutants#self
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Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS) – NRCS personnel responsible for compliance with Section 106 
of the National Historic Preservation Act in the Commonwealth. 

De Minimis - When the total direct and indirect air emissions resulting from a federal action are below 
the listed de minimis level, the action is not subject to a conformity determination. The creation of de 
minimis emission levels limited the need to conduct conformity determinations for federal actions that 
create minimal air pollution increases. 

Department for Environmental Protection (DEP) Special Use Waters – Waterbodies managed under 
Title 401 Energy and Environment Cabinet – http://water.ky.gov/waterquality/Pages/Spe-
cialUseWaters.aspx .  See also KY Special Use Waters. 

Eagle Nesting Season - Eagle breeding season occurs in Kentucky February through June. 

Earthmoving – Excavation, pushing or piling and/or reforming soil and material typically through equip-
ment. See also Heavy Equipment. 

Endangered Species - The classification provided to an animal or plant in danger of extinction within the 
near future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

Endangered Species Act (ESA) – Protects plants and animals that are listed by the federal government 
as "endangered" or "threatened."  Section 7 applies not to private parties but to federal agencies, but it 
covers their issuing permits for private activities, such as § 404 permits issued by the Corps of Engineers 
to people who want to do construction work in waters or wetlands. Specifically, § 7 imposes an affirmative 
duty on federal agencies to ensure that their actions (including permitting) are not likely to jeopardize the 
continued existence of a listed species (plant or animal) or result in the destruction or modification of 
critical habitat. 

Environmental Evaluation (EE) - When NRCS provides planning assistance, field offices must at a 
minimum conduct an EE and document the results on the NRCS CPA-52 worksheet.  It is NRCS's policy 
to develop an EE as part of every planning activity.  The EE provides a basic framework for documenting 
effects on resources and concerns that are important in the U.S. and Kentucky. The finding of the EE 
determines the level of environmental analysis to be conducted. It is intended to be utilized mainly for 
conservation planning activities at the field office level and in conjunction with conservation planning 
assistance notes.  Refer to the Exhibits section of the KICT Handbook. 

Environmental Justice - the fair treatment and meaningful involvement of all people regardless of race, 
color, national origin or income with respect to the development, implementation, and the enforcement of 
environmental laws, regulations, and polices.  

ESA – see Endangered Species Act. 

Farm Headquarters (also called headquarters or farmstead) – Lands in agricultural operations that 
may or may not be used for production but utilized principally for operation and support of the production 
of food or fiber. Examples include feeding areas, barn lots, holding facilities and similar structures includ-
ing dwellings, pens, corrals, or other facilities used in connection with farm and management operations. 

http://water.ky.gov/waterquality/Pages/SpecialUseWaters.aspx
http://water.ky.gov/waterquality/Pages/SpecialUseWaters.aspx
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Federal Implementation Plan - In the absence of an approved State Implementation Plan (SIP), a plan 
prepared by the EPA which provides measures needed to meet the requirements of the Clean Air Act. See 
also SIP. 

Federal-Listed Species – Species listed under the Endangered Species Act.  A species status may be 
listed as Endangered, Threatened, Candidate or Proposed Candidate, Proposed Endangered, etc. 

Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) – United States Fish and Wildlife Service. An agency under the 
U.S. Department of Interior.  This agency is responsible for the administration of the Endangered Species 
Act (ESA) 

Floodplain – An area adjacent to a waterbody that consists of soils formed from fluvial processes and is 
inundated or ponded for a certain period and frequency. These areas are connected to other landforms 
hydrologically and serve as transition landscapes in a watershed. The frequency and probability of flood-
ing during a particular timeframe determines the type of floodplain. Floodplains are often classified as 
2yr, 100 yr., 500 yr., etc. 

Floodplain Zone of Influence – see Zone of Influence 

Forested Setting – Areas where the dominant vegetation is trees and other woody species usually con-
sisting of varying age classes, species and densities. These areas typically have soils covered in humus 
and other decaying vegetated matter including leaves of various stages of decomposition. Forested settings 
may be large contiguous areas covering vast acreages; or relatively small isolated patches within a differ-
ent surrounding landscape such as grasslands.   Forested areas may include riparian areas. 

Hayland - Land used primarily to produce hay, forage, grasses, legumes, or comparatively fine-stemmed 
forbs cut and cured for later use as livestock feed. (Annual plants planted for hay, and forage crops in 
short-term rotation are cropland. 

Heavy Equipment – Motorized equipment such as bulldozers, backhoes, excavators or similar bladed 
equipment is prohibited typically used in earthmoving activities. 

Herbicide – See Pesticide. 

Hibernacula - A secure area, usually a cave or other den area, used by hibernating bats and other insects 
or mammals. Bats typically hibernate in areas of caves and mines where temperatures are cold but stable. 
Most hibernacula are dark and secluded to keep the bats out of harm’s way from predators or human 
disturbance. 

High Priority Visual Area – An area in Kentucky identified as potentially susceptible to changes in 
landscape aesthetics.  These areas require greater scrutiny by conservation planners to avoid adverse ef-
fects to scenic beauty. Areas may also be classified as medium and low priority.  All areas should be 
reviewed at the planning level to ensure that adverse effect regardless of the priority level. See also Visual 
Priority Area (VPA). 

Historic Properties – see Cultural Resources. 
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Invasive Species – those species that show aggressive properties and are both non-native to the region of 
interest and cause environmental or economic harm or harm to human health. See also Noxious or Inva-
sive Species. 

Karst Features - Landscape features distinctive of karst terrain, typically, but not necessarily, formed by 
solution processes.  They are likely to have some relation to subsurface drainage.  They include, but are 
not limited to caves, sinkholes, swallow holes, springs, seeps, soil pipes, fissures, and carbonate rock 
outcrops. 

Karst Topography - landscape shaped by the dissolution of a layer or layers of soluble bedrock, usually 
carbonate rock such as limestone or dolomite and containing features such as sinkholes, caves and dis-
solved areas of bedrock.   

Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool (KBAT) - The Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves (KNP) de-
veloped and maintains the Kentucky Biological Assessment Tool to assist with providing information to 
help projects avoid and minimize potential impacts to sensitive plant, animals, and natural communities. 

Kentucky Heritage Land - A Heritage Land is an area funded by the Kentucky Heritage Land Conser-
vation Fund Board.  KNP monitors conservation easements and deed restrictions on these sites and 
works with our partnering agencies to ensure they are managed appropriately for hiking, paddling, and 
habitat conservation.  For more information, please visit the  Kentucky Heritage Land Conservation 
Fund site.  

Kentucky Interagency Coordination Tool (KICT) – The KICT is a web-based geospatial tool main-
tained by the West Virginia University GIS Technical Center. It allows NRCS employees to outline an 
area of interest and enter planned practices.  Conservation planners are then able to receive information 
on impacts (both beneficial and adverse) to listed species or habitats based on that information. In addition, 
the KICT provides some management recommendations for consideration by the client.  

Kentucky Special Use Waters (KSUW) - Special use waters are rivers, streams and lakes listed in Ken-
tucky Administration Regulations or the Federal Register as Cold-Water Aquatic Habitat, Exceptional 
Waters, Reference Reach Waters, Outstanding State Resource Waters, Outstanding National Resource 
Waters, State Wild Rivers, and Federal Wild and Scenic Rivers.    Not included as special use waters are 
waterbodies designated by default as Warm Water Aquatic Habitat, Primary Contact Recreation, and Sec-
ondary Contact Recreation. See also DEP Special Use Waters. 

Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission (KSNPC) – Maintains the biodiversity database for the 
state of KY.  The Wildlife Diversity Program’s primary responsibility is to conserve the state’s nongame 
wildlife resources through the identification and management of nongame species and their habitats. The 
KSNPC also seeks to inform and educate the public about the resource, and to enhance the recreational 
opportunities it provides.  

KICT CR Review Request Form – an electronic form (EXCEL) utilized to request cultural resources 
review of a conservation planning project.  This form should be completed by planners once the alterna-
tives that avoid impacts to a resource are exhausted.  In most instances, the area technical representative 
should assist the local planner in submission of this form to the Cultural Resources Specialist through 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Solvation
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Bedrock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Carbonate_rock
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Limestone
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Dolomite
http://heritageland.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
http://heritageland.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
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email.  Once completed this form should be stored with the rest of the environmental documentation in 
the official file. This file replaces the CPA-52a Form. 

KICT ESA Review Request Form – an electronic form (EXCEL) utilized to request review of a conser-
vation planning project.  This form should be completed by planners once the alternatives that avoid im-
pacts to listed species are exhausted.  In most instances the area technical representative should assist the 
local planner in submission of this form to the State Biologist through email.  Once completed this form 
should be stored with the rest of the environmental documentation in the official file. This file replaces 
the CPA-52b Form. 

Landscape Buffer (eagle) – A natural or human made landscape feature that screens eagles from human 
activity (e.g. strip of trees, hill, cliff, berm, sound wall). – See also Vegetative Buffer (eagle). 

Maintenance Area - An area under the Clean Air Act that was designated as nonattainment and has been 
re-designated in 40 CFR part 81 to attainment, meeting the provisions of section 107(d)(3)(E) of the Act 
and has a maintenance plan approved under section 175A of the Act. 

Management Consideration – a recommendation made by the KICT to consider during implementation, 
maintenance or operation of a conservation practice. 

Maternity Colony – congregations of bats in areas where they give birth, raise young and nurse pups.  
Maternity colonies are often caves where temperatures are warm and stable or groups of trees depending 
upon the species. 

May Adversely Affect – (MAA) – A determination that a proposed practice is likely to adversely affect 
a particular resource as a direct or indirect result of implementation. See individual modules for guidance 
on this process. 

Measurable Effect (hydrology) – Some avoidance measures under the ESA or floodplain modules require 
no alteration to the existing hydrology.  This refers to significant alterations of hydrologic regimes to 
which a resource may depend.  A measurable affect to hydrology would include diversion, drainage, 
pumping, addition or alteration of the frequency of hydrologic cycles to the point that it measurably affects 
the amount of water entering, on or leaving the site.  A spring development that collects water for livestock 
from a wetland and then is returned into the wetland through the overflow constitutes an example of no 
measurable effect. 

National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) - (1) The Clean Air Act requires the U.S. EPA to 
establish National Ambient Air Quality Standards (NAAQS) for specific pollutants.  The U.S. EPA has 
promulgated the current NAAQS in 40 CFR Part 50. (2)  The NAAQS are intended to represent the max-
imum concentration of a pollutant in the ambient air (i.e., locations to which the public has access) that 
will not adversely impact public health or welfare.  NAAQS for a pollutant typically include a primary 
and a secondary standard.  Primary NAAQS are set at levels to protect human health.  Secondary NAAQS 
are set at levels to protect public welfare, including aesthetic, economic, and other nonhealthy effects. 
(3)  The stringency of air pollution regulations in an area is based upon whether that area is in attainment 
(i.e., is complying) or nonattainment (i.e., is not in compliance) with respect to the NAAQS.  Nonattain-
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ment areas will typically have more stringent control and permitting requirements than attainment ar-
eas.  Additionally, nonattainment areas with a more severe level of nonattainment will have more stringent 
control and permitting requirements than nonattainment areas with a less severe level of nonattainment. 

National Bald Eagle Management Guidelines (EMGs) – a set of national broad recommendations to 
advise landowners, land managers, and others who share public and private lands with bald eagles when 
and under what circumstances the protective provisions of the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act may 
apply to their activities. These guidelines are reflected within the KICT recommendations and practice-
species matrix. See also Eagle Nesting Season. 

National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) – A law passed by Congress in 1969 and signed into law 
on January 1, 1970.  NEPA makes Federal agencies accountable to the public for the environmental im-
pacts of their actions. The Council on Environmental Quality (CEQ) has written regulations that establish 
the procedures Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) and other Federal agencies must follow 
to meet NEPA requirements. These regulations require Federal agencies to follow a systematic process 
when a Federal action is proposed. The presence of federal-listed species is one of several categories of 
resources that the NRCS must evaluate for impacts. 

National Register of Historic Places - the official list of the Nation's historic places worthy of preserva-
tion. Authorized by the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, the National Park Service's National 
Register of Historic Places is part of a national program to coordinate and support public and private 
efforts to identify, evaluate, and protect America's historic and archeological resources.  
https://www.nps.gov/nr/ 

Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) - This is a listing of more than 3,200 free-flowing river segments in 
the U.S. that are believed to possess one or more "outstandingly remarkable" values. These segments are 
subject to regulation under the Wild and Scenic Rivers Act.  See also Wild and Scenic Rivers. 

Native - A native species is one that occurs naturally with respect to a particular ecosystem, rather than 
because of an accidental or deliberate introduction into that ecosystem by humans. 

Natural Area Zone of Influence – The area a conservation practice affects within a natural area.  See 
Zone of Influence 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS) – The Natural Resources Conservation Service (for-
merly the Soil Conservation Service).  A Federal agency within the United States Department of Agricul-
ture (USDA) providing leadership in a partnership effort to help America's private landowners and man-
agers conserve their soil, water, and other natural resources. 

No Effect (NE) – A determination meaning that installation of a conservation practice(s) will have no 
affect either adversely or beneficially to a resource. 

Non-Attainment Zone - An area designated under the Clean Air Act as nonattainment under section 107 
of the Act and described in 40 CFR part 81. Synonymous to Non-Attainment Area. 

https://www.nps.gov/nr/
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Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) – a determination that a proposed practice is not likely to cause 
an adverse effect. When an NLAA determination is made, planning may proceed. Conditions are often 
applied to NLAA determinations. They may be made when the proposed practice effects are expected to 
be discountable, insignificant or completely beneficial.  NLAA may also result when the practice can be 
implemented in a manner that avoids adverse effects.  

Noxious or Invasive Species - is defined in this document as a plant or animal that has exhibited invasive 
characteristics where the presence of that species is detrimental to or interfering with the intended or 
natural plant community or animal’s habitat. Refer to the Field Office Technical Guide for an NRCS 
“advisory” list of invasive plants and animals.  

Office of State Archaeology (OSA) - a research unit of the Department of Anthropology. Located in the 
Department’s archaeological research facility in Lexington, Kentucky, OSA is responsible for maintaining 
official archaeological site records for the Commonwealth. OSA is also responsible for issuing permits to 
qualified individuals for archaeological excavations and the collection of artifacts on land owned or leased 
by, or any political subdivision or municipal corporation of, the Commonwealth. 

Pastureland - Grazing lands composed of introduced or domesticated native forage species that are used 
primarily to produce domestic livestock. They receive periodic renovation and/or cultural treatments, such 
as seeding and planting, fertilization, mowing, weed control, and may be irrigated. They are not in rotation 
with crops. 

Pesticide – Any chemical used to control animal and plant pests. 

PM 2.5 - Fine particulate matter (PM2.5) is an air pollutant that is a concern for people's health when 
levels in air are high. PM2.5 are tiny particles in the air that reduce visibility and cause the air to appear 
hazy when levels are elevated. The diameters of this particulate matter that are generally 2.5 micrometers 
and smaller. 

Potential Benefit – A benefit that may be realized by a practice that occurs within a designated habitat or 
area on a particular resource if utilized for a specific purpose.   

Programmatic Consultation - Consultation addressing an agency's multiple actions on a program, re-
gional or other basis. 

Proposed Species – Any species of fish, wildlife, or plant that is proposed in the Federal Register to be 
listed under Section 4 of the Endangered Species Act.  

RASPI – (Required Avoidance Strategies for Practice Implementation) – Measures identified in Sec-
tion II of the ESA module of the KICT report that must be implemented to avoid adverse effects to listed 
species. This term is synonymous with avoidance measures.  See also Avoidance Measure. 

Reasonable and Prudent Alternatives – Alternative methods of project or practice implementation, of-
fered in a biological opinion reaching a jeopardy or adverse modification conclusion that would avoid the 
likelihood of jeopardy to the species or adverse modification of critical habitat. The avoidance measures 
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within the matrix of species-practice combinations are reasonable and prudent alternatives. See also 
Avoidance Strategy. 

Recovery Plan – A document drafted by the USFWS or other knowledgeable individuals or groups, that 
serves as a guide for activities to be undertaken by Federal, State, or private entities in helping to recover 
and conserve endangered or threatened species. 

Regional Visibility Degradation (Class I) - The Clean Air Act recognizes the issue of “regional visibility 
degradation” as excessive concentrations of particulate matter and other pollutants in the atmosphere that 
cause regional visibility degradation in national parks and other “Class I areas”. See also class 1 areas.   

Required Condition – A condition in which the planned practice must be implemented to avoid harm to 
a listed species. These are analogous to reasonable and prudent measures and avoidance strategies. See 
also Avoidance Strategy. 

Riparian Area – For the purposes of this handbook, riparian areas are defined as the transition zone and 
interface between land and water where the soils and vegetation types are influenced by a specific hydro-
logic regime through a combination of saturation, flooding and precipitation.  Mature riparian areas in 
Kentucky are usually forested or in various stages of succession due to disturbance. These areas are im-
portant to the ecology of stream systems in the state. 

Riparian Zone of Influence – This is the distance surrounding a riparian area where implementation of 
conservation practices may influence the hydrology, soils, water quality, vegetation, function, etc.  This 
distance may vary greatly depending upon the conservation practice implemented. See also Zone of in-
fluence. 

Sinkhole – A natural depression or hole in the surface topography caused by the removal of soil and/or 
bedrock by water. Sinkholes may vary in size from a few feet to several hundred feet in both diameter and 
depth and vary in form from soil-lined bowls to bedrock-edged chasms. They may have been formed 
gradually or suddenly. The terms sinks, swallow holes or swallets are often referred to separately as those 
features into which a surface stream flows.  In Kentucky, there are several areas in which streams flow in 
and out of these features and are associated with karst topography. 

Species of Concern – An informal term that refers to those species which biologists believe might need 
concentrated conservation actions. Such conservation actions vary depending on the health of the popula-
tions and degree and types of threats. At one extreme, there may only need to be periodic monitoring of 
populations and threats to the species and its habitat. At the other extreme, a species may need to be listed 
as a Federal threatened or endangered species. Species of concern receive no legal protection and the use 
of the term does not necessarily mean that the species will eventually be proposed for listing as a threat-
ened or endangered species. Planners are not required to consult with USFWS for these species. 

State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) - executive director that administers Kentucky’s State His-
toric Preservation Office. The Executive Director reports to a sixteen-member Council, which is appointed 
by the Governor, and supervises a staff of professional historians, architectural historians, historic archi-
tects, archaeologists, and planners. As SHPO, the Executive Director manages the federal preservation 
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program in Kentucky, including the National Register of Historic Places, Historic Preservation Tax Cred-
its, Section 106 Environmental Review, Certified Local Governments and Preservation Grants-in-Aid.  

State Implementation Plan (SIP) – A Clean Air Act plan developed by a State, including a set of pro-
grams and regulations designed to assure that the NAAQS are attained and maintained. 

State Natural Area (SNA) - A state natural area is a site jointly managed as a wildlife management 
area with the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife Resources (KDFWR). These areas are also ded-
icated to permanently protect them. They are protected for the same purposes as state nature preserves, 
but a rule allowing hunting differentiates them from state nature preserves.  

State Nature Preserve (SNP) - A state nature preserve is a legally dedicated area that has been recognized 
for its natural significance and protected by law for scientific and educational purposes. Dedicated state 
nature preserves are established solely to protect and preserve rare species and the natural environ-
ment. Public visitation is encouraged but closely regulated to protect the natural integrity of the preserve 
so that it may be passed on unimpaired to future generations. 

Take (ESA) – Harass, harm, injure or otherwise molest a species listed under the Endangered Species 
Act. 

TEC Species – Federally listed plant or animal species that are either Threatened, Endangered or Candi-
date. This includes proposed species.  See also Federal – Listed Species. 

The Kentucky Heritage Council (KHC) - serves as the State Historic Preservation Office, providing 
state and federally mandated services and offering diverse programs and preservation expertise to pro-
jects across the Commonwealth. 

Threatened Species - The classification provided to an animal or plant likely to become endangered 
within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range. 

U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) – An agency under the Department of the Interior that is re-
sponsible for federally listed species under the Endangered Species Act.  The mission of the USFWS is 
working with others to conserve, protect, and enhance fish, wildlife, plants, and their habitats for the con-
tinuing benefit of the American people. 

US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) – Federal agency responsible for administration of the 
Clean Air Act among other federal laws. 

Vegetative Buffer (eagle) – An area surrounding a bald or golden eagle nest that is wholly or largely 
covered by forest vegetation or other natural ecological characteristics and separates the nest from human 
activities. 

Visual Resource (VR) - the definable appearance of a landscape unit as described by its visual elements: 
landform, water, vegetation, and structures.  These four elements or a combination of elements can be 
described and measured without reference to quality.  
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Visual Priority Area (VPA) is derived from adding the numerical ratings given to VRQ, LU and V to 
determine a combined screening rating for each area. See also High Priority Visual Area. 

Waters of the United States (WOTUS) - All waters which are currently used, or were used in the past, 
or may be susceptible to use in interstate or foreign commerce, including all waters which are subject to 
the ebb and flow of the tide; all interstate waters including interstate wetlands; all other waters such as 
intrastate lakes, rivers, streams (including intermittent streams), mudflats, sandflats, wetlands, sloughs, 
prairie potholes, wet meadows, playa lakes, or natural ponds, the use, degradation or destruction of which 
could affect interstate or foreign commerce including any such waters: which are or could be used by 
interstate or foreign travelers for recreational or other purposes; or (From which fish or shellfish are or 
could be taken and sold in interstate or foreign commerce; or which are used or could be used for industrial 
purposes by industries in interstate commerce; all impoundments of waters otherwise defined as waters of 
the United States under this definition; Tributaries of waters identified in paragraphs (s)(1) through (4) of 
this section; The territorial sea; Wetlands adjacent to waters (other than waters that are themselves wet-
lands). Waste treatment systems, including treatment ponds or lagoons designed to meet the requirements 
of CWA (other than cooling ponds as defined in 40 CFR 423.11(m) which also meet the criteria of this 
definition) are not waters of the United States. Waters of the United States do not include prior converted 
cropland. Notwithstanding the determination of an area’s status as prior converted cropland by any other 
federal agency, for the purposes of the Clean Water Act, the final authority regarding Clean Water Act 
jurisdiction remains with EPA. 

Wetland – (as defined by EO 11990) Those areas that are inundated by surface or ground water with a 
frequency sufficient to support and, under normal circumstances, does or would support a prevalence of 
vegetative or aquatic life that requires saturated or seasonally saturated soil conditions for growth and 
reproduction. Wetlands generally include swamps, marshes, bogs, and similar areas such as sloughs, pot-
holes, wet meadows, river overflows, mud flats, and natural ponds. 

Wild and Scenic Rivers – A river/stream protected under the National Wild and Scenic Rivers Act of 
1968 (Public Law 90-542). It was created by Congress to preserve certain rivers with outstanding natural, 
cultural, and recreational values in a free-flowing condition for the enjoyment of present and future gen-
erations.  A listing of designated streams and stream segments can be found on the National Park Service’s 
Wild and Scenic Rivers website. 

WOTUS – See Waters of the United States. 

Zone of Influence – An area surrounding, adjacent, or connected to a resource within the AOI to which 
a conservation practice may have an effect through installation, operation or maintenance.  These zones 
may include the actual footprint of a practice installation, or areas that are complimentary in operation or 
maintenance such as filtration areas, runoff footprint, vegetative screens or access points. The area size 
will vary in size depending upon the resource and practice.  Zones of influence may be important in de-
termining benefits and effects to various resources and special environmental concerns. 
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XX.  EXHIBITS 
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Sample KICT Report   
  
KICT ESA Review Request  
  
Consultation Permission Request  
  
Authorization for Release of NRCS Conservation Plan  
  
KICT CR Review Request  
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CLEAN AIR ACT 
POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in the following regulated air 
quality zone: 
Criteria Pollutant (non-attainment zones) 
Potential impacts associated with this area are identified below: 
There is a potential to emit or create dust emissions (particulate matter) through implementation of the prac-
tice(s) identified in a non-attainment zone 
MITIGATION CONSIDERATION & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A.  Mitigation Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse effects to 
air quality for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, the strategies listed below should be relayed to the client, incor-
porated into the conservation plan, layout/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 

Practice  Mitigation Consideration for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

Handling and disturbance of large bulk material piles or lagoons can result in 
the entrainment of particles or the release of gases due to the exposure of a 
greater surface area of the material to the air and airflow/wind. Minimizing 
the disturbance of large piles or lagoons, such as covering the area, limiting 
the surface area from which material is removed, and limiting the number of 
times the material is handled, and the duration of disturbance helps to miti-
gate these issues. 

Kentucky Interagency Coordination Tool  
KICT (3.0) 

 

 

 

PROJECT REPORT 

 

Inquiry Date: 4/11/20 

Client: Junior Sample 

Program: Conservation Technical Assistance (CTA) 
Site Name: Farm_123 Tract_456 
County: Jefferson 
Location: The Old Home Place 
Acreage: 123.4 
Lat/Long: 37.12345    -89.12345 
Planner: cshrader 
Scenario: Selected Alternative 

PRACTICES SUBMITTED FOR REVIEW AMOUNT UNIT 

Composting Facility (317)   1 no. 

Nutrient Management (590) 100 ac. 
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B. Effect Determination 
The activities described has a May Affect (MA) determination on areas protected under the Clean Air Act. This 
determination should be considered and recorded in all environmental documentation. If other practices are 
added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners should 
revise and resubmit this data accordingly.  
POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO AIR QUALITY 

If mitigation considerations are implemented as outlined, the following practices may provide beneficial contribu-
tions to air quality in the air quality zone identified in this report: 
Practice  Potential Benefit 

Nutrient Management (590) This practice could result in the reduction of emissions of PM, VOC, and/or NOx 
in areas that are currently in zones of non-attainment or other sensitive areas. 

 
CULTURAL & HISTORIC RESOURCES 

 POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted for review may contain the following classes of cultural resources: 
None 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that one or more of these cultural resource classes 
could be affected as a result of installation of one or more conservation practices. 
None 
 REQUIRED STRATEGIES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Required Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid adverse 
effects to protected resources. The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the conservation plan, layout 
and/or specifications. 
Practice  Required Strategies for Practice Implementation 

N/A None 

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

If all the required additional strategies listed above are implemented, the activities described have a No Effect 
(NE), to known protected cultural resources.  Unless coordination with the Cultural Resources Specialist is specif-
ically required or any avoidance measures cannot be implemented, no further coordination under Section 106 of 
the National Historic Preservation Act is necessary. If coordination with the Cultural Resource Specialist is required 
above, submit this project for review and follow the guidance provided by the specialist.  If other practices are 
added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must 
revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
NOTE: If coordination with the NRCS Cultural Resources Specialist is required, this determination may change. 

 
ENDANGERED,  THREATENED AND RARE SPECIES 

POTENTIAL SPECIES AND IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted for review may contain populations or critical habitat of:  
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Indiana bat, Northern long-eared bat, Indiana bat maternity 
The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the con-
servation practices listed: 
There is a potential to adversely affect federally listed species by the removal or establishment of trees or 
tree cover. 
REQUIRED STRATEGIES AND EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A. Required Strategies 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies are required to be implemented to avoid ad-
verse effects to the species or resources listed above. The strategies listed below must be incorporated 
into the specifications, conservation plan, layout and/or specifications. 

Practice  Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

Conduct any tree removal associated with this practice between November 
15th and March 31st. Trees with a diameter at breast height (dbh) of less than 
3 inches may be removed anytime during the year. No trees that exhibit exfoli-
ating bark characteristics such as shell and shag bark hickories and white oak 
species; or dead and dying trees with exfoliating bark, broken tree tops, splin-
tered or split areas; trees with cavities or hollowed areas shall be removed dur-
ing this period. 

B. Effect Determination 
It has been determined that if all the required additional strategies listed above are implemented, the 
activities described are Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) to the species or it’s habitats.  If practices are 
added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation, conservation planners 
must revise and resubmit this data.  
NOTE:  If any of the required strategies listed above cannot be implemented, or the strategy above specifi-
cally requires coordination or consultation with USFWS the proposed practice is determined as May Ad-
versely Affect (MAA) as a direct or indirect result of implementation and will then require consultation with 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Contact the NRCS state biologist for any practice that is discovered to require 
incidental tree removal between April 1 and November 14. 
MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS 
The following are considerations that may be used to support conservation but are not required to avoid 
adverse effects. When possible utilize these strategies during conservation planning of this area: 

Practice  Management Recommendations 

Nutrient Management 
(590) 

This practice could provide additional benefits when planned around or near 
sinkholes, or karst areas in counties noted to have the Kentucky Cave shrimp 
or the Mammoth Cave shrimp. 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

If all avoidance and required measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices 
may beneficially affect species or their habitats. 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) This practice is considered beneficial if it does not involve the removal of exist-
ing woody vegetation. 
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ENVIRONMENTAL JUSTICE 
 POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

The area submitted may occur within or near the following Environmental Justice special consideration 
area(s): 

Low Access Food Area 

Based on the information submitted, the following potential impacts should be considered:  

None 

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

C. Considerations 
Based on the information submitted, the following should be considered to for the practice(s) shown.  Con-
sider the context of installation based on the community or area type and the scale of impact (e.g. local, 
single farm installation versus regional installation covering several landowners/clients). 

Practice  Consideration 

Composting Facility (317) 

Clients in this area may have a difficult time accessing affordable and nutri-
tious food because they live far from a supermarket and/or do not have easy 
access to transportation. Consider implementing agricultural practices that 
alleviate clients from total reliance on supermarkets and ensure that healthy 
foods may be produced locally.   

D.  Effect Determination (tentative) 
It has been determined that the activities submitted could have a May Affect (MA) determination on Envi-
ronmental Justice as described in the Executive Order 12898 and 190-GM, Part 414.30.  This determi-
nation is offered as a screening only and should be reviewed in the context of application and may not 
apply. 
Important:  The determination above is a tentative determination.  Planners should examine the context 
of how practices are delivered, the location where the practice is being implemented and the scope of the 
practice and its effects.  Therefore, the effect determination shown above may not be accurate.  Planners 
should use sound judgement in determining the degree and scope of the impact(s) shown.  The final 
determination should be recorded in all appropriate environmental documentation. If other practices are 
added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners 
must revise and resubmit this data accordingly.  
POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

Some practices that may have potential benefits associated with them are as follows: 
Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by this Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 
This practice may have the ability to support or increase local food production 
and help communities provide additional food sources in an area designated 
as a food desert. 
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FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT 
 POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project area may occur within or 
near the following type of floodplain: 
Base (100-Year) Floodplain 

The following potential adverse impacts to floodplains include: 
There is a potential for activities to result in development or placement of a structure(s), building or facility 
within the base (100-year floodplain). 
AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 

A. Avoidance Measures 
Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be considered to avoid adverse ef-
fects to floodplain(s) for the practice(s) shown.  If feasible, strategies listed below should be incorporated 
into the conservation plan, layout/specifications and operation and/or management of the practice. 

Practice  Required Additional Strategies for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) If there is a practicable alternate site, this practice shall be located outside 
the base (100yr) floodplain. 

If practices will affect floodplains, NRCS policy requires that conservation planners ensure the following 
prior to providing further technical and financial assistance. 
(1) Agricultural floodplains have been used for producing food, feed, forage, fiber, or oilseed for at least 3 
of the 5 years before the request for assistance 
(2) Agricultural production is in accordance with any official state or designated area water quality plans 

B.  Effect Determination (tentative) 
It has been determined that the activities described have a May Affect (MA) determination on floodplain 
areas protected under Executive Order 11988 and NRCS policy in GM 190 Part 410, Subpart B, Section 
410.25.  
Important:  The determination above assumes that actual practice placement is within the floodplain and 
meets NRCS policy regarding technical and financial assistance. This determination may differ depending 
upon placement of practices within the area of interest, implementation of avoidance measures and other 
factors.  Planners must verify the location of the floodplain with respect to actual practice location.  The final 
determination should be recorded in all appropriate environmental documentation. If other practices are 
added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners 
must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity to 
obtain any permits prior to implementation. 
POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO FLOODPLAIN FUNCTIONS 

If floodplain avoidance measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices may 
provide beneficial contributions to floodplain ecology in the area identified: 
Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by this Activity 

Nutrient Management 
(590) 

This practice may be beneficial to water quality and floodplains if it is installed 
for the purpose of reducing or eliminating animal wastes, sediment, pesticides, 
or other pollutants from a surface water resource such as a stream or wetland. 
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INVASIVE SPECIES 
POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may occur in close proximity 
to known populations of potentially invasive species that include the following: 
giant foxtail, hemlock woolly adelgid 
The following practice could potentially cause or promote the introduction or spread of invasive species 
due to installation, maintenance and operation of one or more of the conservation practices listed: 
This practice may provide a vector or cause the introduction or spread of invasive species through ground-
disturbing activities where bare soil and ground disturbance is at least temporarily exposed. 
CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing 
practices in this area.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during conserva-
tion planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management plans 
for the practice(s) listed. 
Practice  Considerations 

Composting Facility 
(317) 

Ensure that any bare soil is exposed for the shortest duration possible and sta-
bilized in a timely manner to prevent the establishment of invasive species. 
Avoid unnecessary soil disturbance where invasive plants could rapidly colo-
nize areas of disturbed soil. Consider the use of pre/post emergent herbicides 
or no-till planting methods where appropriate. 
When possible during construction, utilize on-site soil material (existing seed-
bank) and avoid transporting any materials into or out of the immediate project 
area. If transporting material that may contain invasive sources, dispose of 
those materials properly on site. 

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a May Affect (MA) determination to invasive species under Executive Order 
(E.O.) 13112 and NRCS policy located in 190-GM, Part 414. This determination is based solely on known 
and reported data held by the Kentucky Nature Preserves Commission and other sources and is not com-
prehensive.  Invasive species are dynamic and not all populations have been identified.  If other practices 
are added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation plan-
ners should revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
Note:  This determination must always be field verified.  Utilize this determination to screen the area for 
potential invasive species. There could be undocumented potentially invasive species present on site. 
Document the determination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site analysis. Therefore, the 
final determination shown above may differ. 
POTENTIAL BENEFITS THAT MAY FACILITATE CONTROL OF INVASIVE SPECIES 
The following practices may assist with prevention, introduction, spread, or promotion of known popula-
tions of invasive species: 
Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by this Activity 

Nutrient Management 
(590) 

This practice may prevent introduction, promotion or mitigate the spread of 
invasive species through proper livestock management. 
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NATURAL AREAS 
POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 
Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs in close proximity to 
the following designated natural area: 
State Nature Preserve / State Natural Area 
The following adverse impacts could potentially occur as a result of installation of one or more of the con-
servation practices listed: 
This project may impact the ecological functions within or immediately adjacent to a designated natural 
area. 
CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing prac-
tices within, near or adjacent to natural areas.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be con-
sidered during conservation planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation 
and management plans for the practice listed. 

Practice  Considerations 

Composting Facility 
(317) 

Consider the methods of operation and maintenance of this practice to avoid 
adverse impacts to adjacent natural habitats.  This may include pesticide han-
dling and application, mechanical treatments, installation of structures, live-
stock management, water management, etc. 

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a May Affect (MA) determination on natural areas protected under federal 
regulations (GM 190 Part 410.23). This determination assumes that placement of practices is reasonably 
near or adjacent to known natural areas. This determination could change depending upon the placement 
of practices within the area of interest and other factors.  Utilize this determination to screen the area and 
document as appropriate on any environmental evaluations. Planners should determine if there are any 
other designations of natural areas and determine those effects using on-site analysis.  

Note:  This determination does not take into consideration natural areas that are unofficially designated 
by private landowners or other entities.  Landowners may designate natural areas on their property.  Plan-
ners should consider those privately designated areas in addition to officially designated areas. 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS TO NATURAL AREAS 
The following practices may provide beneficial contributions to known adjacent natural areas: 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by this Activity 

Composting Facility 
(317) 

This practice may be beneficial if it eliminates a pollutant source from an ad-
jacent natural area (e.g. sediment, pesticide, etc.). 

To determine the goals of an adjacent natural area, consider coordinating with the Kentucky Nature Pre-
serves and/or the Kentucky Department of Fish and Wildlife to coordinate activities with adjacent lands 
at http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/ or call 502-573-2886; or email KNP at  naturepreserves@ky.gov 

 
 

http://naturepreserves.ky.gov/naturepreserves/Pages/default.aspx
mailto:naturepreserves@ky.gov
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PRIME FARMLAND 
POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project contains the following im-
portant farmlands: 
Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, Farmlands of Statewide Importance 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas 
could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 
This practice has the potential to cause unnecessary or irreversible conversion of farmland to nonagricul-
tural uses. 
AVOIDANCE & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Avoidance 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing prac-
tices that may impact prime farmlands.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered 
during conservation planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and man-
agement plans for the practice listed. 
Practice  Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Aquaculture Ponds (397) 

Carefully consider the siting and location of this practice. If practical, 
locate this practice outside the lands identified as prime, unique or 
statewide important and local farmlands or position the practice as to 
impact the least amount of prime farmland.   

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 
The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to prime farmlands described under NRCS 
policy under the Farmland Protection Policy Act and 7 CFR 658.5. If other practices are added, quantities, 
locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and re-
submit this data accordingly. Always verify presence or absence of resources on site during the planning 
process. 
Note:  If the determination above is may affect, the actual placement of practices within the area of inter-
est may not impact prime farmlands depending upon many factors.  Therefore, the final determination 
shown above may differ. Always document the determination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-
site analysis. 

 
RIPARIAN AREAS 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that a riparian area(s) are:  
Present 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas 
could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 
There is a potential to adversely affect riparian function by breaking hydrologic connectivity to the riparian 
area and associated floodplain. 
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There is a potential to adversely affect riparian areas through the manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the 
alteration of hydrology through diversion, impoundment, removal or increased flooding duration or quantity. 

CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing prac-
tices within or near riparian areas.  As appropriate, the strategies listed below should be considered during 
conservation planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and management 
plans for the practice listed. 
Practice  Considerations for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

Carefully consider the siting and location of this practice. If practical, 
locate this practice outside the zone of influence of the riparian area. At 
a minimum, the practice should complement existing functions of adja-
cent riparian and aquatic habitats. 

B. Effect Determination (tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) on riparian areas described under NRCS 
policy in located in GM 190 Part 411.3. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant 
changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this data accordingly. 
Always verify presence or absence of resources on site during the planning process. 

Note:  Within the area of interest, the actual placement of practices may not be in sites that influence ripar-
ian areas.  Verify the location of the riparian area with respect to actual practice location.  Therefore, the 
final determination shown above may differ from the final effect. In addition, there may be riparian zones 
that do not appear or are too small to be included in this inventory.   Always verify effects with on-site anal-
ysis. 

POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

If avoidance measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices may provide ben-
eficial contributions to riparian ecology: 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 

This practice may be beneficial if it is installed for the purpose of reducing or 
eliminating animal wastes, sediment, pesticides, or other pollutants from a 
surface water resource such as a stream or wetland and associated riparian 
area. 

 
SCENIC BEAUTY 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may be located in or near the 
following: 
High Visual Priority Area 
Depending upon how the practice is implemented, the placement, type or method of installation within or 
near these areas could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 

This practice could potentially adversely affect a high visual priority area. 
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CONSIDERATIONS & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A.  Considerations 

Based on the information submitted, carefully consider the following information when implementing prac-
tices that may impact scenic areas.  As appropriate, the information listed below should be considered dur-
ing conservation planning and applied when developing layout/specifications and operation and manage-
ment plans for the practice listed. 
Practice  Considerations for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 

Consider using similar styles and methods of practice installation as ex-
isting surrounding structures, vegetation and landscapes.   
Consider the vertical height of this practice to blend in with surrounding 
and similar structures during design and implementation. Consider the 
appearance of farmhouses, barns, silos, wooden fences, stone walls, 
windmills and two-lane roads as well as other agriculturally related struc-
tures. 
Consider the vertical height of this practice in high visibility areas to 
avoid obscuring viewsheds or becoming a potential eyesore from public 
or neighboring vantage points especially in visually horizontal land-
scapes (e.g. cropfields). 

B. Effect Determination (Tentative) 

The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to scenic areas described in NRCS policy 
under GM Title 190, Part 410.24. If other practices are added, quantities, locations or other significant 
changes occur prior to installation conservation planners should revise and resubmit this data accordingly.  
Note:  The determination shown may not apply depending on many factors and the professional judge-
ment of the planner.  This report may not reflect conditions at the field level. Therefore, the determination 
shown may differ from the final determination. Planners should always consider the aesthetics of practice 
implementation regardless of the setting and field verify any determination. 
POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

This project (when implemented along with any applicable mitigation considerations) could have a benefi-
cial effect to scenic areas as shown below. 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 

This practice could provide additional scenic attributes to agricultural 
landscapes and settings by providing an integral structural element  to 
the agricultural setting. Carefully consider the setting, visibility and con-
text with respect to placement of this practice. 

 
WETLANDS 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project may contain or be adjacent to 
an area that is classified as:  
Potential Wetland 
The placement of practices within or near these areas could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 
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There is a potential to adversely affect water quality through introduction of animal waste, livestock, pesti-
cides, sediment, pollutants or various human activities entering or occurring within or adjacent to an existing 
wetland. 
AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A. Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted and if verified, the following strategies should be implemented to avoid 
adverse effects for the practice(s) shown.  If wetlands are found to be impacted, the strategies listed below 
must be incorporated into the conservation plan, layout/specifications and operation and management of 
the practice. 
Practice  Required Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) No spoil or fill resulting from installation of this practice should be placed 
in areas classified as a wetland. 

B. Effect Determination (Tentative) 
The activity described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to wetlands protected under Executive Order 
11990 and NRCS policy located at 190-GM, Part 410, Subpart B, Section 410.26.   If other practices are 
added, quantities, locations or other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners 
must revise and resubmit this data accordingly.  
Note:  This report does not grant or constitute permission or permitting in any manner. Due to the scale, size 
and other limitations, this information is for resource screening purposes only and should not be considered 
final.  Wetlands may occur that are not taken into consideration by this report. ALWAYS verify the presence 
or absence of wetlands through on-site analysis and field verification. Therefore, the final determination 
shown above may differ. Document the determination, rationale and effects in conjunction with on-site anal-
ysis on the Environmental Evaluation. Certain activities may require a Clean Water Act (CWA) permit or other 
permission. Refer to the CWA information as necessary.   
POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

If all the required avoidance measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices 
could potentially be beneficial for any field-verified wetlands. 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 
This practice may be beneficial to water quality if it is installed for the 
purpose of reducing or eliminating animal wastes, sediment, pesti-
cides, or other pollutants from an existing wetland. 

 
WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS 

WILD AND SCENIC RIVERS & NRI SEGMENTS 

POTENTIAL IMPACT INFORMATION 

Based on the information submitted it has been determined that this project occurs within or near a pro-
tected river segment as shown below. 
Wild and Scenic River, National River Inventory (NRI) segment 
Depending upon how the practices are implemented, the placement of practices within or near these areas 
could have potential adverse impacts as shown below. 
This activity may adversely affect water quality in a Wild and Scenic River, NRI segment or Kentucky Special 
Use Water during installation or operation. 
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AVOIDANCE MEASURES & EFFECT DETERMINATION 
A. Avoidance Measures 

Based on the information submitted, the following strategies should be implemented to avoid adverse ef-
fects for the practice(s) shown.  The strategies listed below must be incorporated into the conservation plan, 
layout/specifications and operation and management of the practice. 
Practice  Required Avoidance Measures for Practice Implementation 

Composting Facility (317) 
This practice shall only be installed in existing agricultural settings within 
actively managed cropland, grassland, hayland, farmsteads, etc. New 
lands must not be cleared to implement this practice. 

B. Effect Determination 
The activities described has a determination of May Affect (MA) to areas protected under The National Wild 
and Scenic Rivers Act of 1968 (Public Law 90-542).  If other practices are added, quantities, locations or 
other significant changes occur prior to installation conservation planners must revise and resubmit this 
data accordingly.  

Note:  Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity to obtain any permits prior to implementa-
tion. 

Kentucky Special Use Waters (Provided for additional consideration) 

This project area contains or occurs near the following KY Special Use Waters: 
Outstanding State Resource Water, Outstanding National Resource Water  

The following information should be carefully considered during practice implementation. Also, verify if 
dredging or filling within or near these waters is associated with the project.  Refer to the Clean Water Act 
information if available. 

Practice  Considerations 

Composting Facility (317) 

Carefully consider the siting of this practice to minimize impacts to 
streams and surface waters from pollutant runoffs during implementa-
tion and operation. 
This waterbody could contain protected state or federally listed aquatic 
species.  Refer to Threatened or Endangered species information for 
guidance with these practices and associated waterbodies. 

Note:  Notify the client/landowner and document the necessity to obtain any permits prior to implementa-
tion. 
POTENTIAL BENEFITS  

If all the required avoidance measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices 
could potentially be beneficial for the identified stream types. 

Practice  Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity 

Composting Facility (317) 

This practice may be beneficial to water quality if it is installed for the 
purpose of reducing or eliminating animal wastes, sediment, pesti-
cides, or other pollutants from a Wild and Scenic River, NRI segment or 
Kentucky Special Use Water or associated wetland. 
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DISCLAIMER 

Intended Use: This document is to be utilized for planning and documenting compliance with NRCS policy for certain special environ-
mental concerns. These include the Endangered Species Act, the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act, Section 106 of the National 
Historic Preservation Act, the Clean Air Act, The Wild and Scenic Rivers Act, Farmland Protection Policy Act, Executive Orders 11988, 
11990, et. al. in compliance with the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA) and NRCS policy.  It is specific to activities in which 
NRCS staff is providing individual conservation technical assistance and/or funding under various Farm Bill programs; or for purposes 
of ranking to enroll in USDA programs.  Projects that are larger in scope are not to utilize this methodology and will continue to follow 
NRCS policy and procedures as stated in GM Title 190, Part 410 - Compliance with NEPA and 190-VI-National Environmental Com-
pliance Handbook (NECH).  

Disclaimer: The information provided in this report is based on the best current data available to NRCS.  It is provided by the U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, Office of State Archaeology, Kentucky Heritage Council, The 
State Historic Preservation Officer and The Kentucky State Nature Preserves Commission, KY Division for Air Quality and others. Data 
is also provided through NRCS internal methods (i.e. Soils Datamart). Errors or gaps in information and data may occur.  Therefore, 
planners should always field-verify the site to determine the exact locations, suitability of habitats and presence of resources through 
on-site analysis. Occurrences of protected resources could be located within the identified area of interest that are not included in 
this report. Responses provided by the KICT indicating the absence of resources may indicate that the area has not been surveyed 
or unknown data exists, rather than confirmation that the area lacks protected resources. Upon discovery of protected resources or 
modification to original plans and designs, further coordination may be required. If protected resources are identified during imple-
mentation or construction, immediately cease the activity and contact the agency representative responsible for activities under 
NEPA. This information is relevant only for the practices/activities identified and does not constitute formal consultation or permitting 
under any regulatory agencies. This document does not grant permission or act as an authorization for any activity. Planners should 
always check with local authorities and local governments to determine if permits are needed. The information contained herein 
should not be distributed to third parties without the written consent of the landowner. If you feel the information contained in this 
report is erroneous, please contact the KICT local or state administrator. 
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KICT Endangered Species Act (ESA) Review Request Form 
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In accordance with Federal civil rights law and U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) civil rights regulations and policies, the USDA, its 
Agencies, offices, and employees, and institutions participating in or administering USDA programs are prohibited from discriminating based 
on race, color, national origin, religion, sex, gender identity (including gender expression), sexual orientation, disability, age, marital status, 
family/parental status, income derived from a public assistance program, political beliefs, or reprisal or retaliation for prior civil rights activ-
ity, in any program or activity conducted or funded by USDA (not all bases apply to all programs).  Remedies and complaint filing deadlines 
vary by program or incident.   

Persons with disabilities who require alternative means of communication for program information (e.g., Braille, large print, audiotape, 
American Sign Language, etc.) should contact the responsible Agency or USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice and TTY) or 
contact USDA through the Federal Relay Service at (800) 877-8339.  Additionally, program information may be made available in languages 
other than English. 

To file a program discrimination complaint, complete the USDA Program Discrimination Complaint Form, AD-3027, found online at How 
to File a Program Discrimination Complaint and at any USDA office or write a letter addressed to USDA and provide in the letter all of the 
information  requested in the form.  To request a copy of the complaint form, call (866) 632-9992.  Submit your completed form or letter to 
USDA by: (1)    mail: U.S. Department of Agriculture, Office of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, 
Washington, D.C. 20250-9410; (2) fax: (202) 690-7442; or (3) email: program.intake@usda.gov. 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider, employer, and lender. 

 

 

 
 
 
 

https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
https://www.ascr.usda.gov/how-file-program-discrimination-complaint
http://www.fws.gov/
http://wvgis.wvu.edu/index.php
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	WV GIS Technical Center, WVU Department of Geology & Geography, West Virginia University
	Office of Kentucky Nature Preserves (KNP)
	DEVELOPED BY:
	I.  INTRODUCTION
	II. PRIVACY INFORMATION
	III. GETTING STARTED WITH THE KICT
	Viewing KICT Reports
	Example
	Example
	STEP 2 – Once logged in, the reports available for review appear on the user’s front page.  Reports are stored in a table showing the Client and Site Name, the date submitted, a map image and the Report Link. Users may sort reports in reverse order by...
	IV. KICT REPORTS & FORMAT
	One of the KICT functions is that it can potentially identify some situations where benefits may be realized from installation of a conservation practice Where a potential benefit section is provided, those benefits realized are subject to interpretat...
	Presently there is not a way for the tool to determine under what circumstances practices are applied without a substantial increase in user input. NRCS planners are currently under no requirement to track the benefits reported by the KICT.  However, ...
	Cumulative Effects
	A cumulative impact is defined as "…the impact on the environment which results from the incremental impact of the action when added to other past, present and reasonably foreseeable future actions. Cumulative impacts can result from individually mino...
	Frequently planners will evaluate alternatives that involve multiple tracts or land units.  For example, a client may have a tract on the east end of the county and one in the southern part of the county that are participating in a farm bill program. ...
	An example of cumulative effects to the Wild and Scenic Rivers special environmental concern could be a planned two-acre clear-cut on a tract located within a designated Wild and Scenic River watershed; and a second clear-cut of three acres on another...
	Intended Use & Disclaimer
	At the end of each report there is a section that places the information contained in the report in context.
	The intended use of the report provided by the KICT is to be utilized for planning and assisting with the  documentation of compliance with NEPA special environmental concerns (SEC) and  NRCS policy. The KICT evaluates those SECs specific to Kentucky ...
	 Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act
	 Clean Air Act
	 Clean Water Act & Waters of the U.S. (Under Development)
	 Endangered Species Act
	 Floodplains  – Executive Order 11988
	 Wetlands – Executive Order 11990/ NRCS Policy
	 Environmental Justice – Executive Order 12898 / NRCS Policy
	 Invasive Species – Executive Order 13112
	 Farmland Protection Policy Act
	 National Historic Preservation Act Section 106/Historic Properties
	 Riparian Areas  – NRCS Policy
	 Scenic Beauty – NRCS Policy
	 Tribal Consultation (Under Development)
	 Wild and Scenic Rivers Act
	The results provided in the reports are specific to activities in which NRCS staff is providing individual conservation technical assistance and/or funding under various Farm Bill programs.  It may also be utilized for purposes of qualifying resource ...
	The information provided in the reports is based on current data available to NRCS and should be used as a screening assessment.  It is provided by a variety of agencies and sources including the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency, the U.S. Fish and...
	Clean Air Act Module (CAAM) Description
	National NRCS policy should always be followed when handling resource issues.  Refer to the policy located in NRCS National Environmental Compliance Handbook (NECH) Section 610.21 – Air Quality and the Clean Air Act.
	Potential impacts to air resources protected under the Clean Air Act in Kentucky are described fully in the document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on The Clean Air Act - Regional...
	To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation practices. The fin...
	This output indicates that the project is not in a non-attainment zone, regionally sensitive (Class I) area, or Louisville Air Pollution Control District. There will be no impacts under the Clean Air Act. The planner may document and proceed.
	NRCS policy requires planners to comply with federal, state, and local air quality laws, regulations, and standards and avoid or minimize pollution potential in sensitive air quality (non-attainment) zones. The mitigation measures listed in the Mitiga...
	If mitigation considerations are outlined, these strategies should become part of the specifications for conservation practices (i.e. the conservation plan). How these specifications are provided to the client is up to the conservation planner.  One s...
	Most of the strategies required by the KICT are clear and concise.  Typical mitigation consideration measures may require covering or minimizing disturbance of large bulk material piles; a permit may be required in extreme instances.  Often the mitiga...
	Example
	In this example, the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) has a mitigation consideration that is necessary for operation and maintenance to minimize the potential for pollution.  Planners may then proceed to the other sections of the report...
	There may be instances when the mitigation considerations for practice implementation notifies the planner to document the need for a landowner to obtain special permissions or a permit (see CAAM Mitigation Consideration and Permit Requirement Protoco...
	Example
	In this example, Prescribed Burning (338) has the potential to adversely affect air quality in a sensitive air quality zone.  The mitigation consideration informs the planner that a permit is required for specific actions and dictates how the controll...
	Example
	This effect determination indicates that there are potential effects (adverse or beneficial) due to installation of one or more conservation practices.  Mitigation considerations may or may not be associated with this type of report.
	Example
	CAAM Mitigation Considerations and Permit Requirement Protocol
	Occasionally, planned practices may require a permit prior to implementation.  The KICT report will inform planners if a conservation practice requires a permit when it occurs in a sensitive air quality zone.  If conservation planners encounter this s...
	Example
	1. Determine if there are any other available alternatives that achieve the same purpose to avoid permitting actions via practice substitutions, differing locations, or other appropriate method.
	2. Inform the landowner that a permit must be obtained to implement or maintain the identified conservation practice.
	3. Provide the landowner with appropriate contacts including: http://air.ky.gov/Pages/default.aspx
	4. Document the method of transferring the information to the client in the assistance notes.  It is the responsibility of the client to obtain necessary permits prior to implementation. In most instances practices should not be implemented without th...
	5. Continue planning.
	Example
	Potential Benefits to Air Quality
	The Potential Benefits to Air Quality section of the report lists possible benefits to air quality that could be realized by the submitted conservation practices.  A benefit to air quality is defined in this module as reducing current emissions or ass...
	Example
	In the example above the practice provides a potential benefit by potentially reducing a criteria pollutant in a sensitive air quality zone.
	Documentation of Clean Air Act Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Clean Air Act SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it represents. To document the results of this module f...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) are also on the general information section of the KICT report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the project occurs in a sensitive air quality zone.  The zone will be listed in Section I of the KICT CAAM report.  Identify that zone (if any) in the benchmark column, Section G, of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of No Action in the zone identified in Step 2 in Section J of the CPA-52. Current management practices may or may not affect air quality. In the example below, it was determined that the no action may affect...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing the Required Strategies and Effect Determination (Section B) of the KICT CAAM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report obtained from the KICT CAAM (step 4, above).
	THIS MODULE IS UNDER DEVELOPMENT
	Cultural Resources Module (CRM) Description
	Cultural resources refer to historic, aesthetic, and cultural aspects of the human environment and can include historic or archaeological sites. It is broader than ‘historic properties’ and may incorporate broader cultural or natural elements of the h...
	Potential adverse impacts to cultural resources are described fully in the programmatic consultation document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Cultural Resources for Planning and...
	Potential adverse impacts to cultural resources are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included to allow planners and clients to understand why the avoidance strategies (if any) are required.  They are grouped into four bro...
	1. crushing, trampling, or direct disturbance through earthmoving or other activity
	2. physically altering, defacing, disturbing, or damaging an existing surface
	3. visual obscurement
	4. landuse change or conversion
	One or more of these potential impacts could appear on cultural resource reports. The following are examples of possible outcomes on the KICT report.
	If there are no known cultural resources or potential adverse impacts affecting the AOI, the KICT output in Section I will state the following:
	Example
	This output indicates that there are no known cultural resources potentially affected by the practices and the planner may document and proceed.
	Cultural resources are identified as potentially affected as follows:
	Example
	This example shows that there are two known classes of cultural resources with a potentially adverse impact associated with the installation of the practice(s).  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to determine how to avoi...
	Example
	Cultural resources are identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts:
	This indicates that there are cultural resources within or near the APE. However, the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to the resources.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the report to review any other relevant in...
	It is critical that planners and landowners understand that the strategies listed in Required Strategies & Effect Determination, Section A are required to receive federal technical and financial assistance.  These strategies are avoidance measures to ...
	If avoidance measures are required, these strategies must become part of the specifications for conservation practices (i.e. the conservation plan). How these specifications are provided to the client is up to the conservation planner.  One strategy w...
	It is important to realize that in most cases where cultural resources are indicated as potentially present, potential adverse effects are likely to occur when practices involve ground disturbing activities, creation of new agricultural lands, or larg...
	Most of the strategies required by the KICT are clear and concise.  Typical avoidance measures may require planners to place practices a certain distance away from an area or may require further consideration by the Cultural Resources Specialist.  The...
	Example
	If the KICT determines that there are strategies required to be implemented to comply with Section 106 of NHPA, the table lists practices in the left column and the required strategy(s) adjacent to the practice.  All strategies must be implemented as ...
	Example
	In this example, the conservation practice Pond (378) would have an avoidance measure that is necessary for implementation. In general, if any avoidance measure cannot be performed, contact the Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS) for further guidance.
	There are instances when the Required Strategies for Practice Implementation requires that planners contact the Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS).  This would occur when resources are identified and the KICT recognizes a practice-resource combinatio...
	Example
	In this example, a created wetland has the potential to adversely affect a resource.  Therefore, unless alternative practices are available, coordination with the CRS is required.  This message may often occur with other avoidance strategies identifie...
	When there are no resources found near or within the AOI, the Effect Determination, Section B of the KICT CRM report will state the following:
	Example
	Example
	This Effect Determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that need to be reviewed by the CRS prior to implementation.  An avoidance measure is shown in Section A of the report as Coordination with the Cultural Resources Sp...
	Cultural Resource Specialist Review and Consultation Screening Protocol
	By NRCS policy, the State Conservationist conducts consultation regarding compliance with the NHPA. The CRS is designated by the State Conservationist to address cultural resource issues, compliance in those issues, and be the liaison for consultation...
	1. Determine if there are any other available alternatives to avoid consultation via practice substitutions, differing locations, or other appropriate method.
	2. After alternative practices have been exhausted, or if they are not available, or if the avoidance measure specifically requires consultation, stop the planning process.
	3. Locally save a copy of the KICT report and complete the KICT CR Review Request form with any additional relevant information. A digital KICT CR Review Request form may be found on the KICT website, the NRCS SharePoint site, or in Section II of the ...
	4. Email the KICT CR Review Request form and the KICT report information to the Cultural Resources Specialist.
	5. The KICT CR Request form will be returned via email with a result. The CRS may take one or more actions including approving the project as planned, requesting additional information, scheduling a site visit, approving the project through discussion...
	If the issue cannot be resolved and consultation is required:
	 Obtain client’s permission to consult
	 Schedule a site visit with NRCS/CRS/landowner or decision maker and any other appropriate stakeholders
	 CRS begins consultation with State Historic Preservation Officer (SHPO) as applicable
	 If it is determined that an adverse effect cannot be avoided, the SHPO works with NRCS to develop a MOA to resolve any adverse effects to cultural resources
	 Other appropriate action as determined in the consultation process
	KICT Cultural Resources Report Decision Diagram
	Documentation of Cultural Resources Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Cultural Resources SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it represents. To document the results of this mod...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on the CPA-52, Section H are also listed in the Potential Impact Section of the KICT CRM report. Note: if multiple alternatives are developed involving different conservation practices, m...
	Step 2 – Determine if any resources are present within the AOI by reviewing Potential Impact Information section of the KICT CRM report and documenting it in Section G (benchmark column) of the CPA-52.
	Step 3 – If resources are present, determine and describe the effects of No Action on the CPA-52 in Section J.
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report for each developed alternative by reviewing the Effect Determination section of the KICT CRM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report obtained from the KICT CRM as shown in Step 4.
	Interpreting the Endangered Species Act (ESA) and Bald & Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) Results
	To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and if necessary, convey that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of conservation practices.  This po...
	ESA & BGEPA and Potential Impact Information
	Potential adverse impacts are described fully in the programmatic consultation document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Threatened, Endangered, Candidate and Eagle Species for P...
	Potential adverse impacts to listed species (not including eagles*) are grouped into eight broad categories. Any of these impacts may apply to any of the listed species.  Multiple impacts may apply to a single species and several may apply to multiple...
	1. pollution of surface water
	2. pollution of ground water
	3. removal or addition of trees or tree cover (including alteration of light regimes)
	4. crushing, trampling, fire or other direct disturbance
	5. manipulation of water regimes
	6. changes in landuse
	7. chemical toxicity
	8.  introduction of invasives
	* Disturbance to nesting eagles may occur by:
	1. audible/visual disturbance
	2. permanent landuse, land cover, or similar habitat change
	3. application of pesticides, wastes, agricultural byproducts, or chemicals
	Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included to allow planners the ability to understand why the avoidance strategies (if any) are required.  The following are examples of possible outcomes.
	Example 1:
	Listed in the Potential Species and Impact Information section of the ESA module report, species are identified as potentially affected and will identify the species or list of species as follows:
	This example shows that there is a known potentially adverse impact, tree removal, associated with the installation of the planned practices to two species (Indiana Bat and the Northern long-eared bat).  Planners need to proceed to the following secti...
	Example 2:
	Listed species are identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts:
	This indicates that even though there is a probability that two species (Indiana bat, Northern long-eared bat) exist in or near the AOI however, the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to the species.  Planners should then proceed to...
	ESA & BGEPA Module Avoidance Measures and Required Conditions
	It is critical that planners and landowners understand that the strategies listed in Section II of the report are required to receive federal technical and financial assistance.  Since the avoidance of listed species may require thoughtful planning on...
	Avoidance measures are provided to the planner and are for planners to implement.  If avoidance measures are required, these strategies must become part of the specifications for conservation practices (i.e. the conservation plan).  How these specific...
	In in most cases where species are indicated as potentially affected, if the practices are installed in existing, active agricultural lands the adverse effects of the conservation practice are usually unlikely to occur and avoidance measures are easil...
	Most of the strategies required by the KICT are clear and concise.  Typical avoidance measures may require planners to place practices a certain distance away from a critical resource or implement them using only a certain methodology (e.g. mechanical...
	The following pages show examples of potential outcomes from this module and are in the section entitled Required Strategies & Effect Determination.
	If the KICT determines there are no additional strategies required for a conservation practice(s), the Required Strategies will be shown as below:
	Example:
	Planners may then proceed to the other sections of the report for additional guidance.
	If the KICT determines that there are strategies required to be implemented to comply with the ESA, the table contains practices in the left column and the required strategy(s) listed adjacent to the practice.  All strategies must be implemented as ap...
	Example
	Often there may be multiple practices identified to have the same avoidance measures.  In the following example, the conservation practice Fence (382) and Livestock Pipeline (516) would both have five requirements or avoidance measures that are necess...
	Example
	Some strategies restrict implementation to certain areas or landuses.  Occasionally, the practice may list multiple landuses in separate strategies.  For example, the first strategy of a practice may state to be implemented only in existing cropland. ...
	Example
	There are a few required additional strategies for practice implementation that need special consideration.  There are instances when one of the required additional strategies for practice implementation requires that planners consult with USFWS.  Thi...
	Example
	In this example, a pond has the potential to adversely affect a listed species or habitat.  Therefore, consultation would be required.  Planners should then attempt to utilize alternative practices to avoid these potential adverse impacts and run addi...
	This message may often occur with other avoidance strategies identified for other conservation practices.  If this message is received this means that the impact is not avoidable and the determination for the project is May Adversely Affect (MAA).
	Example
	Tree Removal Disclaimer
	The final ESA determination in Section B of the report also instructs the planner that any incidental tree removal associated with a practice installation is prohibited regardless of that specific avoidance measure identified above.  Most practices th...
	Consultation Screening Protocol
	By NRCS policy, only the State Biologist may conduct consultation and Coordination may occur more frequently via the KICT ESA Review Request Form.  If conservation planners encounter this situation, the field office protocol is as follows:
	 Determine if there are any other available alternatives to avoid consultation via practice substitutions, differing locations, or appropriate methods.
	 After alternative avoidance measures have been exhausted, or if alternatives are not available, stop the planning process.
	 The field planner will complete the KICT ESA Review Request form with the additional information such as rationale for noncompliance, report name, GPS coordinates, photos, etc. A digital KICT ESA Review Request form may be found on the KICT website ...
	 The State Biologist may take one or more actions including scheduling a site visit with NRCS/USFWS/landowner or decision maker, approving the project through discussion with USFWS, or other appropriate action.  See planner’s note below.
	 If USFWS will be included in a visit, the planner will be notified to obtain the decision maker’s signature on the consultation permission form. (This form is included within the KICT ESA Review Request Form).  If consultation is refused by the land...
	 If no resolution is acceptable, the State Biologist begins consultation with USFWS as applicable
	 A take permit is issued, or other appropriate action will be performed, as determined by the consultation process.
	Inspection for Existing Mussel or Darter Populations for Stream Crossings or Other In-Stream Practices
	Special considerations may be necessary for some stream crossings and streambank protection measures.  These activities have the potential to be some of the most beneficial NRCS conservation practices for many aquatic species, particularly native fres...
	The KICT will provide an avoidance strategy requiring the planner to have the area inspected prior to implementation as follows:
	Example
	Required Inspection Protocol for Darter or Mussel Populations
	For the current version of the KICT, if this avoidance strategy is encountered, the protocol will be as follows:
	1. Complete the KICT ESA Review Request Form with additional information, such as photos, and the GPS coordinates of the proposed crossing location. This form may be found on the KICT website or in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide.
	2. Submit, via email, the form to the State Biologist with the KICT report name, any pertinent information concerning site description, and the location map, photos, etc.  The State Biologist will refer the information to the designated Farm Bill Part...
	a. schedule a site visit
	b. inspect the site to determine potential presence or absence and recommend alternatives to the state biologist
	c. other appropriate action
	The State Biologist will coordinate with the USFWS (if necessary), the NRCS field office, and provide a final determination in writing via email. Planning should stop until the issue is resolved and planners should mark the SEC on the CPA-52 as “Needs...
	NOTE:  USFWS and NRCS will provide training in the future to select area, field, and/or KDFWR staff to become certified to make a determination of avoidance for this practice thus eliminating the need to provide notification to the State Biologist or ...
	Access Control and Fencing near Caves, Sinkholes and other Openings
	In instances where cave dwelling species exist, an avoidance measure like the one shown below may appear on the report.
	Example
	This avoidance measure is concerned with the placement of a structure that might inhibit the ability of a species to enter or exit the opening and/or alter the internal environment of the opening (airflow, water regimes, etc.).  Usually fences have no...
	If planners receive this avoidance and caves or other openings are within 50 meters of the construction site, complete the KICT ESA Review Request Form and submit; include any pictures and GPS coordinates of the planned structure and opening.   Depend...
	Practices within 2.5 Miles of a Maternity Colony or within 5 Miles of a Hibernaculum
	Some practices planned within two and one-half miles of an Indiana or northern long-eared bat maternity colony, or 5 miles of a hibernaculum, require special consideration.  Practices that require tree removal (actual direct disturbance and felling of...
	Example
	Hibernaculum and Maternity Review Protocol
	For the current version of the KICT, if this avoidance strategy is encountered, the protocol will be as follows:
	STEP 1 – After determining that the avoidance measures are not able to be implemented or alternative avoidance measures have been exhausted, field planners gather information and complete the KICT ESA Review Request Form. A form may be found on the KI...
	It is important to make sure the following is provided on the KICT ESA Review Request form and forwarded to the State Biologist for review with the USFWS:
	a. Brief narrative description of the action and the reasoning of why the avoidance measures cannot be implemented – Note:  Inconvenience is not a rationale.
	b. Location - GIS information/shapefile and latitude /longitude or coordinates
	c. Copy or name of the KICT report
	d. Amount and acreage of any tree removal
	e. Stand type (species and approximate average age) of trees
	f. Approximate date of implementation (early submittal for review is best)
	g. Any representative photos of area and trees to be removed or affected
	h. Any other relevant info requested or appropriate
	i. Copy of the USGS topographic map where AOI is located (optional)
	STEP 2 - The State Biologist will review and forward the information to the USFWS along with the completed KICT ESA Review Request Form. Depending upon the situation, the State Biologist and USFWS will provide alternatives, approve the project without...
	Working with Eagles (BGEPA)
	Technically, eagles do not fall under the ESA but are subject to the Migratory Bird Treaty Act (MBTA) and the Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA).  For consistency in the KICT, eagles are considered in the same way as species under the ESA. T...
	When launching the KICT tool, the layer that shows the eagle nest locations is turned off by default; it is not necessary for the layer to be turned on for eagles to be considered by the tool.  The tool utilizes the locations even though the layer is ...
	Eagle management guidelines are based on known nest locations.  If practices are submitted that could affect a known eagle nest, the KICT will require additional strategies.  These strategies are designed to avoid audible or visual disturbance during ...
	Most often the avoidance measures for eagles consist of altering the timing of practice installation.  Since breeding and nesting occurs in the winter and early spring the implementation of common practices should not be affected.  For the most part, ...
	If practices or activities are determined to cause disturbance to eagles, the protocol for May Adversely Affect (MAA) to eagles will be the same for species listed under the ESA.  If the disturbance is unavoidable, refer to the consultation screening ...
	Example
	Refer to the section entitled Documentation of ESA/BGEPA Module Compliance to determine the method of documentation on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).
	ESA Final Effect Determinations
	The final Effect Determination is the end-result of the KICT query process.  It is in an enclosed box at the end of Section B in the module report entitled Effect Determination.  Planners do not have the ability to directly alter the final determinati...
	 No Effect (NE)
	 Not likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA)
	 May Adversely Affect (MAA)*
	* This determination occurs when one or more of the conservation practices submitted specifically requires consultation or one or more of the required strategies cannot be implemented.  Eagles may also receive an MAA determination if the practice inst...
	Below are examples of the three-possible final Effect Determination outcomes from the KICT:
	No Effect (NE) – This determination results when a species may be present, but the practices entered have no potential adverse or beneficial effect to that species or habitat.
	Example
	Therefore, there will be no additional strategies listed nor will there be potential benefit for NE determinations. No further ESA considerations are required.  However, if listed species are encountered during implementation or practices change prior...
	Not Likely to Adversely Affect (NLAA) – This determination results when a species or habitat is likely to be present or affected and the practices will have an effect, either beneficially or adversely. This determination occurs when either:
	 all the listed avoidance strategies can be implemented; and/or
	 when no avoidance strategies are required or identified, but the practice(s) provide identified benefits to a species or habitat.
	Example
	Planners should ensure that if additional strategies are identified, they can be implemented and are agreed to by the client.  Therefore, this process should be run as early in the planning process as possible.  Also, make sure that one or more of the...
	This determination is common.  Often it means that conservation of listed species is being accomplished as opposed to potential destruction of habitat.  Review the strategies listed and determine if they are reasonable and appropriate.  If there are s...
	May Adversely Affect (MAA) –This determination results when a proposed practice is likely to adversely affect a listed species or its habitat as a direct or indirect result of implementation. Usually consultation with USFWS is required. The KICT does ...
	 specifically requires consultation; or
	 one or more of the required strategies cannot be implemented.
	Example
	Less than seven percent of all possible species-practice combinations require coordination and/or consultation.  Planners should consider using alternative practices that may solve resource concerns but not have adverse effects to species requiring co...
	If the KICT report results in a May Adversely Affect (MAA) determination, the planner is to stop the planning process and follow the procedure outlined in the ESA Consultation Screening Protocol.  Until a resolution can be established, no further fina...
	Multiple Species Findings and Determinations
	It is possible (and likely) that multiple species may be identified in one query which are potentially affected in different ways thus yielding different final determinations. Some practices submitted may result in a No Effect (NE) on one or more of t...
	For instance, a query could result in Kentucky glade cress, globe bladderpod, and running buffalo clover within or near an AOI. A user has planned three different conservation practices.  None of those practices have any effects (beneficial or adverse...
	ESA Management Recommendations
	MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
	The following are considerations that may be used to support conservation but are not required to avoid adverse effects. When possible utilize these strategies during conservation planning of this area:
	MANAGEMENT RECOMMENDATIONS
	The following are considerations that may be used to support conservation but are not required to avoid adverse effects. When possible utilize these strategies during conservation planning of this area:
	This recommendation is not required but provided to inform planners that, as a courtesy, the agencies are requesting more information or require additional data concerning a protected species.
	Planner’s Note:
	This should be a low priority for field offices.  If investigation is desired, contact the State Biologist to determine the appropriate method and points of contact. This may be the Farm Bill partner biologist. Planners should always obtain the permis...
	ESA Module Potential Benefits
	The Potential Benefits section of the report lists possible benefits that could be realized by the conservation practices submitted.  A benefit to a species is defined in this document as an advantage realized by the species in either habitat suitabil...
	Example
	POTENTIAL BENEFITS
	If all avoidance and required measures are implemented as outlined in this report, the following practices may beneficially affect species or their habitats.
	Potential Benefits Provided by This Activity
	Practice 
	In the example above, two practices provide potential benefits.  Depending upon the purpose of the conservation plan the benefits listed may or may not apply.
	Coordination of Benefits
	Benefit coordination refers to situations in which the effects of a practice have been identified, and coordination with USFWS is encouraged but is not required.  This assures the practice is implemented to attain the maximum benefit to the species. F...
	This practice may be beneficial if planned and conducted in coordination with USFWS for benefit of the species. Contact the NRCS State Biologist to initiate these efforts.
	Coordination of benefits may mean different things depending on the specie(s) and circumstances involved. Recommendations from the USFWS can vary widely and range from recommending a practice implementation timeframe to simply requesting notification ...
	In most instances the statement means that there could be potential benefits if the practice was installed using special considerations or resources that the USFWS possesses (e.g. the actual population locations, species natural history knowledge, etc...
	 tracking of conservation activities in an area (i.e. watershed) of concern or critical habitat by an agency
	 assistance with species of concern (e.g. copperbelly watersnake)
	 reporting of progress toward delisting and implementation of a recovery plan item by USFWS
	 recommended timing or notification of practice implementation
	 specific modification to a conservation practice or specification
	 investigation of the area by USFWS biologist to determine local habitat/populations
	 additional technical assistance by endangered species and/or partner biologists
	 providing existing population location information
	 additional/potential financial assistance
	 educational benefits
	If the coordination statement is listed on the report in conjunction with required consultation with the USFWS, it means that the overall impact to the species will likely be beneficial in most circumstances because of consultation.
	Planner’s Note:
	Coordination of benefits without formal consultation should be a very low priority for field offices.  If coordination is still desired or necessary, contact the State Biologist to determine the details of the project and determine if coordination is ...
	Planning for Species of Concern
	KICT Endangered Species Act and BGEPA Report Decision Diagram
	Documentation of ESA/BGEPA Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the T&E and BGEPA SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it represents. To document the results of this module f...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on the CPA-52 are also on the General Information section of the KICT report.
	Step 2 – Identify any species listed in the Potential Species and Impact Information section of the KICT ESA report in the benchmark column of the CPA-52.
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of No Action on the species identified in Step 2 in Section J of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE, NLAA, or MAA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Considerations & Effect Determination section of the KICT ESA report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report obtained from the KICT ESA section.
	To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided and, if necessary, convey that information to other planners, or the client. Once an Environmental Justice Module (EJM) query is returned, users should d...
	The following are examples of possible outcomes in of the KICT EJM module report. One or more of these potential impacts could appear on reports.
	If there are no special environmental justice areas within the AOI, the KICT output in the first section of the report will state the following:
	Example
	The output above indicates that a special environmental justice area in KY does not appear to be in or near the AOI and that no special emphasis communities would potentially be affected by the practices.  The planner may document and proceed.  Users ...
	An environmental justice area is identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts:
	Example
	This indicates that the AOI contains, or is in very close proximity to, an Environmental Justice Area(s)  (Low Access Food Area and Minority Populations) and the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to them.  Planners should proceed t...
	The KICT will alert planners of the potential of some of these practices in certain settings.  However, it is the responsibility of the planner to ultimately determine the impacts and their effects as any practice could potentially have adverse effect...
	Shown below, the AOI contains, or is near special environmental justice areas and the potential adverse effects are identified as follows:
	Example
	This example shows that there is a potentially adverse impact associated with the installation of the practice(s) to two special environmental justice areas.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to determine if these impac...
	There may be reports generated that have identified a special environmental justice area(s) within or near the AOI, however no adverse impacts are identified.  There still may be considerations provided by the KICT to make the planner aware of any pot...
	Once it has been determined that a practice(s) could impact environmental justice, planners should refer to the Considerations & Effect Determination section of the KICT EJM report for measures to consider that would help planners apply conservation w...
	If the KICT determines that there are strategies that should be considered to comply with NRCS Policy, Floodplain Management, and E.O. 11988, the table contains practices in the left column and the required strategy(s) adjacent to the practice.  All s...
	Example
	In this example the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) would have a statement that should be considered for implementation. It encourages planners to think about the accessibility of locally grown foods and practices that could encourage ...
	Example
	Note:  There may be reports generated that have identified a special environmental justice area(s) within or near the AOI, however no adverse impacts are identified.  The KICT may still provide considerations to make the planner aware of any potential...
	Example
	Potential Benefits to Environmental Justice
	The section of the EJM report entitled Potential Benefits lists possible benefits that could be realized by the conservation practices listed.  A benefit to environmental justice is defined in this module as conditions when a practice may provide an e...
	Example
	In the example above, the practice may provide a benefit that aids local production of agriculture and the ability to increase production.  This benefit may not be applicable for a single client that is not producing food for community consumption. Ho...
	Documentation of the Environmental Justice Module on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Environmental Justice SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of impacts, and all policy concerns related to environmental justice.  Note: documentation may differ d...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT FPM report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the project occurs in one or more special environmental justice area.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT EJM report.  Identify the presence or absence of the special area in the bench...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the floodplain identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect floodplain ecology. In the example below, it was determined that no action...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT EJM report and locating the determination box as shown below.  NOTE: It is important to remember that the determination provided is a te...
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report obtained  (Step 4) and from the planner’s judgement from context.
	In the example above it was determined that since the composting facility was being constructed for a local cooperative that multiple persons could benefit from the practice.  Therefore, the determination was beneficial and “May Affect” (beneficial). ...
	Step 6 – Document the rationale and results from the evaluation of context under the appropriate alternative column in Section J of the CPA-52.
	Floodplain Management Module (FPM) Description
	Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included in the reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able...
	Potential adverse impacts to floodplains are grouped into five broad categories by the KICT.  Four types apply to base floodplains and one applies to critical action floodplains.  Multiple impacts may apply to base floodplains and several may apply to...
	 100-year interval return (Base Floodplain)
	1. adversely affect the ecological function
	2. land use changes/conversions
	3. significant ground disturbance and/or fill
	4. development or placement of a structure(s), building, or facility
	 500-year interval return, (Critical Action Floodplain)
	This practice may adversely affect the critical action floodplain (500-year interval return)
	The following are examples of possible outcomes in of the KICT FPM module report. One or more of these potential impacts could appear on reports.
	If there are no floodplains within the AOI, the KICT output in the first section of the report will state the following:
	Example
	The output above indicates that a floodplain does not appear to be in or near the AOI and that a floodplain will not potentially be affected by the practices.  The planner may document and proceed.  Users may verify this finding by highlighting the fl...
	A base or critical action floodplain is identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts:
	Example
	This indicates that the AOI contains, or is in very close proximity to, a base floodplain and the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to it.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the report to review any other relevant i...
	The AOI contains, or is near, a base or critical action floodplain and potential adverse effects are identified as follows:
	Example
	This example shows that there is a potentially adverse impact associated with the installation of the practice(s) to a base floodplain.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to determine how to avoid these potential impacts.
	Once it has been determined that a practice(s) impacts a base floodplain, planners should refer to the Avoidance Measures & Effect Determination section of the KICT FPM report for methods to avoid impacts and the Final Determination. It is critical th...
	If avoidance measures are presented, these strategies should be very carefully considered and if feasible, become part of the specifications for conservation practices (i.e. the conservation plan). In most instances, the avoidance measures are potenti...
	Most of the strategies required are clear and concise.  Typical avoidance measures may require planners to relocate practices or consider alternative strategies for fill placement.  The additional strategies for practice implementation are found in th...
	If the KICT determines that there are strategies that should be considered to comply with NRCS Policy, Floodplain Management, and E.O. 11988, the table contains practices in the left column and the required strategy(s) adjacent to the practice.  All s...
	Example
	In this example the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) would have avoidance measures that should be considered for implementation. It encourages planners to consider and offer the client alternative sites for this practice. It also sugges...
	There are instances when the avoidance measures for practice implementation could require that planners contact the county floodplain coordinator. This would occur when a practice(s) could create significant disturbance or landuse change and if altern...
	Example
	In this example, Heavy Use Area (562) has the potential to adversely affect the base floodplain.  Therefore, unless alternative locations or practices are available, the client may be required to obtain the county floodplain coordinator concurrence. R...
	Example
	Example
	This determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that affect the base and/or critical action floodplain.  These effects can be entirely adverse, entirely beneficial, or a mixture of both.  Planners should document this on...
	Potential Benefits to Floodplain Ecology
	Example
	In the example above, the practice may provide a benefit if it is installed and restores the hydrology and/or vegetation to an identified floodplain.
	KICT FLOODPLAIN MANAGEMENT REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM
	Documentation of the Floodplain Management Module on the CPA-52
	The following is an example of how to document the floodplain management SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of resources, impacts, and all policy concerns related to floodplains.  Note: documentation may differ ...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT FPM report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the project occurs in a base or critical action floodplain.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT FPM report.  Identify the presence or absence of the floodplain type (if any) in the ben...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the floodplain identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect floodplain ecology. In the example below, it was determined that no action...
	Step 4 – Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT FPM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, and practice placement is verified, ensure that floodplains have been used for production for 3 of the last 5 years and it is in accordance with any official state or designated water quality ...
	Step 6 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report obtained from the FPM module (Step 4) of the KICT.
	To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to interpret the information provided, confirm the presence absence and, if necessary, convey that information to the client by incorporation into specifications, designs, or maintenance of c...
	Potential adverse impacts to invasive species are grouped into six broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple impacts may apply to a practice.  The impact categories are as follows:
	1. ground-disturbing activities and where bare soil is exposed;
	2. disturbance, movement of people, water, soil, livestock or equipment through or near terrestrial or aquatic habitats;
	3. incidentally creating suitable habitat through alteration of light regimes;
	4. creation of a suitable habitat through alteration of hydrologic regimes;
	5. stockpiling mediums such as water, plant material, animal waste or other materials; and
	6. landuse changes/conversions.
	The following are examples of possible outcomes in of the KICT ISM report. One or more of these potential impacts could appear on reports.
	If there are no known populations of invasive species within or near the AOI, the KICT output in Section I of the report will state the following:
	Example
	The output above indicates that populations of invasive species do not appear to be in or near the AOI and no known populations will be affected by the practices.  The planner must field verify this determination. Once verified,  document and proceed.
	In the next example, a population of an invasive species is identified and the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts:
	Example
	This indicates that the AOI contains or is in very close proximity to known populations of two species, however, the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to either of them.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the report...
	The AOI contains, or is near, a known population of an invasive species and potential adverse effects are identified as follows:
	Example
	This example shows that there is a potentially adverse impact associated with the installation of the practice(s) to at least one of the known populations of invasive species.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to see th...
	Process for Mitigating Potential Invasive Species
	Occasionally the KICT may provide a consideration that cautions the planner in the use of a practice in a setting with verified or suspected populations of invasive species.
	If a planner receives this response from the tool the following process should be followed.
	1) Field verify the response.  Data in the tool is dynamic and is often wide ranging (i.e. county wide).  Planners should ensure that the invasive species identified by the tool is in fact present and will be affected on the site.
	2) If the species is verified to be present on the site and affected, investigate if the species has been addressed by other methods such as a forest management plan, cooperative extension pest management plan, etc.
	3) If no mitigation plan is available, and in the opinion of the planner the practice is likely to violate NRCS policy, inform the client that there is a potential to promote, introduce or otherwise further the spread of a potentially invasive species...
	4) Contact the State Biologist or NEPA coordinator to determine additional guidance as necessary.
	Potential Control Benefits to Known Populations of Invasive Species
	The Potential Benefits section of the ISM report lists any potential benefits to controlling the spread or introduction of invasive species.   These benefits may be directly or indirectly realized through practice installation, operation, or maintenan...
	Example
	In the example above, the practice provides a benefit by potentially eliminating an  invasive species vector. If this information is used as justification of benefit or to rank a client for program participation, the report must be retained, and pract...
	Documentation of the Invasive Species Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Invasive Species SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  To document the results of this module, utilize the following process:
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the AOI is within or near known populations of invasive species.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT ISM report.  Identify the presence or absence of known populations in the benchmark...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the invasive species identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the known populations of invasive species. In the example below, it ...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT ISM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is field verified, consider the recommendations shown in section A of the report and if they apply, record them in any specifications and/or within the environmental evaluation as appropriate.
	I
	Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included in reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to ...
	The first section of the NAM report identifies if the AOI outlined by the planner contains or is adjacent to an officially designated natural area and if there is a potential for adverse effects caused by the selected practices.
	If there are no officially designated natural areas within or adjacent to the AOI, the KICT output will state the following:
	Example
	NAM Considerations & Effect Determination
	Once it is determined that at least some practices queried may affect a natural area, planners should refer to the Considerations & Effect Determination of the NAM report. NRCS is required to provide alternatives to clients whose objectives may confl...
	C. Considerations
	The considerations presented by the KICT in this module are suggestions that should be analyzed by the planner and incorporated into practicable alternatives for improving/maintaining and managing natural areas and/or water quality.  These considerati...
	Example
	In this example, a composting facility is planned near or in a natural area.  The consideration provided is reminding planners that the waste handling and methods of disposal should be handled and disposed of in a manner that does not adversely affect...
	Example
	This Effect Determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that affect an officially designated area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.
	Example
	To assist planners in determining the zone of influence of a practice, it may be necessary to visually confirm the location of the natural area with respect to the AOI.  This may be critical especially when determining the potential to affect a natura...
	Potential Benefits to Natural Areas
	The Potential Benefits section of the NAM report lists the possible benefits to the values or characteristics protected under a natural area designation in specific circumstances and locations.  Benefits to natural areas may be provided by conservatio...
	Example
	In the example above, the practice provides a benefit by eliminating a potential water quality issue from a natural area.
	If this information is used as justification of benefit or to rank a client for program participation, the report must be retained, and practices implemented according to any required measures outlined in the report.  It is recommended that conservati...
	Coordinating Goals and Objectives of Natural Areas
	Natural areas managed by the Kentucky Nature Preserves (KNP) are governed by one or more goals and objectives for the area.  The main goals for existing natural areas are as follows:
	 natural community restoration and management
	 fire management and reintroduction of fire in natural ecosystems
	 rare species protection
	 research, education, and/or passive recreation
	The KICT may provide a potential benefit narrative that informs the planner that the practices may be beneficial if the goals and objectives of the area are similar.
	Example
	In the example above, the practice Prescribed Burning (338) may provide additional benefits if one of the goals and objectives of the adjacent natural area is restoration or reintroduction of fire in natural ecosystems.  This should be a prompt to the...
	In order to know what the goals and objectives are of the practices implemented within or adjacent to natural areas, planners will need to have local knowledge of the area or refer to the KNP map and/or the document entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation...
	The process to coordinate goals and objectives should be as follows:
	1) Determine the location and name of the KNP managed State Nature Preserve, State Natural Area, or KY Heritage Land Conservation Fund Site by referring to the eFOTG, Section II.
	2) Discuss with the client and document the objectives and goals of coordination in the assistance notes.
	3) Contact the NEPA Coordinator or State Biologist to determine the goals of an adjacent natural area if the planner does not have information regarding the natural area shown by the KICT.
	4) Coordinate implementation and operation as necessary.
	A. KICT NATURAL AREA MODULE (NAM) REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM
	Documentation of the Natural Area Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Natural Area SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  To document the results of this module, utilize the following process:
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the AOI is within or adjacent to a natural area.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT NAM report.  Identify the presence or absence of the natural area in the benchmark column, Section ...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in Section J of the CPA-52 in the natural area identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect its ecology. In the example below, it was determined that the No Action ...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT NAM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, verify practice placement.  If practices are not being located near the zone of influence the determination is No Effect.  See information regarding tentative determinations.  Enable the Natur...
	Step 6 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J depending upon the type of report obtained from the NAM module (step 4) of the KICT and the determination of effect in Step 5.
	I
	1. To identify areas as prime, unique, and statewide important farmlands for field staff;
	2. To identify practices that could cause irreversible conversion of prime farmlands;
	3. To encourage planners to find ways to avoid conversion of prime farmlands;
	4. To provide this information to conservation planners in a clear, concise method allowing documentation of the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52) process in conjunction with decision makers and conservation planning.
	Potential conversions to prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands are described fully in the document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Prime Farmlands - for Conservation P...
	Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the determination the KICT produces and are included in the reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to in...
	The first section of the PFM report identifies if the AOI outlined by the planner contains prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands and if there is a potential for irreversible conversion caused by the practices outlined in the general informat...
	If there are no prime, unique, or statewide important farmlands within or adjacent to the AOI, the KICT output will state the following:
	Example
	Policy requires that NRCS avoid permanent impacts to prime and important farmlands. The avoidance measures shown in KICT reports are required to be considered and/or implemented whenever practical and appropriate.  Less than ten percent of all conserv...
	There are three avoidance measures that are required to be considered/implemented for the PFM. They are:
	1. consideration of siting the practice to avoid impacts;
	2. the consideration of an agricultural exemption for enhancement of agricultural production; and
	3. the requirement to establish a farmland conversion impact rating score (LESA).
	The following is an example of how a required strategy will be shown:
	Example
	In this example, the conservation practice Aquaculture Ponds (397) would have avoidance measures that requires consideration for implementation. It encourages planners to consider and offer the client alternative sites for this practice. It also sugge...
	Verification of Prime Farmland Map Units & Practice Location
	In the example below, the conservation practice Recreation Land Grading and Shaping (566) may have avoidance measures that requires the planner to perform a land evaluation and site assessment (LESA) to establish a conversion score. This avoidance mea...
	Example
	In the example below, a waste treatment lagoon has the potential to cause irreversible conversion of prime farmlands.  However, it does enhance agricultural productivity and will most likely qualify for an agricultural exemption.  Planners should veri...
	Example
	Agricultural Exemptions for Conversions of Prime Farmlands
	Examples of activities not subject to FPPA include:
	 Projects planned and completed without the assistance of a Federal agency
	 Projects on land already in urban development or used for water storage
	 Construction of on-farm structures needed for farm operations
	 Surface mining, where restoration to agricultural use is planned
	 Construction of new minor secondary structures such as a garage or storage shed.

	If this avoidance appears in the a KICT generated report, planners should determine in their professional opinion if the nature of the structure/activity as it relates to agricultural production, use, etc.  If the planner determines that it meets the ...
	Effect Determination - Section B
	Example
	Example
	This Effect Determination indicates that there are practices that may cause significant disturbance or irreversible conversion to prime farmlands.  Verify that the placement and implementation of practices impact these lands.
	NOTE:  It is important to remember that the Effect Determination shown in this section assumes that the practices are located within areas that are identified as prime, unique, statewide, or locally important farmlands.  If alternate locations are cho...
	KICT PRIME FARMLAND REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM
	Documentation of the Prime Farmland Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Prime Farmland SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it represents. To document utilize the following process:
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the AOI contains prime, unique, or locally important farmlands.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT PFM report.  Identify the presence or absence of important farmlands in ...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” (CPA-52 Section J) on the important farmlands identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the irreversible conversion of farmlands.
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT PFM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report obtained from the PFM module (Step 4) of the KICT and the determination of effect.
	I
	Riparian Areas Module (RAM) Description
	The purpose of this module is to provide conservation planners in Kentucky with a consistent and simplified process for determining the potential effects of NRCS conservation practices within riparian areas including the following:
	Potential impacts to riparian areas are described fully in the supporting document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Riparian Areas - for Conservation Planning and Program Impleme...
	Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the final determination the KICT produces and are included in reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required.  To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to...
	Potential adverse impacts to riparian areas are grouped into six broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple impacts may apply to riparian areas and several may apply to multiple practices.  The basic impact categories are as follows:
	 breaking hydrologic connectivity to the riparian area and associated floodplain;
	 change in filtering sediment and/or nutrients (i.e. cycling);
	 impacts to riparian vegetation, or vegetation type;
	 adverse effect to water quality (at least short term) through animal waste, livestock introduction, pesticides, sediment, pollutants or various human activities entering or occurring within or adjacent to streams, wetlands, or other surface waterbod...
	 manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the alteration of hydrology through diversion, impoundment; removal, or increased flooding duration or quantity; and
	 a change in landuse or land clearing activities.
	The following are examples of the possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT RAM report.
	If there are not riparian areas within or near the AOI, the KICT output will state the following:
	Example
	This output indicates that there appears to be no riparian area located in the AOI that could potentially be affected by the practices; the planner may document and proceed.  Verify this finding by highlighting the riparian layer in the KICT and overl...
	In the next example, a riparian area is identified but the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts:
	Example
	This indicates that the AOI contains or is in very close proximity to a riparian area, however the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to it.  Planners should proceed to subsequent sections of the report to review any other relevant ...
	The AOI contains, or is near, a riparian area and potential adverse effects are identified as follows:
	Example
	This example shows that there are two known potential adverse impacts associated with the installation of the practices to riparian areas.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to determine how to avoid these potential impa...
	Once it is determined that at least some practices queried may impact a riparian area, planners should refer to the Considerations & Effect Determination of the KICT RAM report. NRCS is required to provide alternatives to clients that have objectives ...
	The considerations presented by the KICT in this module are suggestions that should be analyzed by the planner and incorporated into practicable alternatives for improving/maintaining and managing riparian areas and/or water quality.  These considerat...
	The additional Considerations for Practice Implementation are found in Section A of the report. If the KICT determines that there are issues that should be considered, the table contains practices in the left column and the consideration(s) adjacent t...
	Example
	In this example, the conservation practice Structure for Water Control (587) would have a consideration for implementation. If it is practical, planners are encouraged to consider alternative sites for this practice if the actual siting is within the ...
	Example
	Example
	This effect determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could affect a riparian area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.
	NOTE:  It is important to remember that the Effect Determination shown in this section assumes that the practices are located within the zone of influence of the riparian area.  If alternate locations are chosen (within the same AOI) or if actual plac...
	Potential Benefits to Riparian Ecology
	The Potential Benefits section of the RAM report lists possible benefits that could be realized to riparian areas by conservation practices installation.  A benefit to riparian ecology may include contribution to flood control, stream bank stability, ...
	Example
	In the example above the practice provides a benefit by potentially re-establishing an entrenched stream channel and reconnection of a floodplain with riparian vegetation.
	Documentation of Compliance for the Riparian Area Module on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the riparian area SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of resources, impacts, and all policy concerns related to riparian areas have been completed.  To document the ...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT RAM report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a riparian area.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT RAM report.  Identify the presence or absence of the riparian area in the benchmark column, Section G...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in CPA-52, Section J, in the riparian area identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect riparian ecology. In the example below, it was determined that the no action...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT RAM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, verify practice placement.  If practices are not being located near the zone of influence, the determination is ‘No Effect’.  See information regarding tentative determinations.  If practices ...
	Step 6 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report obtained from the KICT RAM report (Step 4).
	Potential adverse impacts form the basis of the final determination the KICT produces and are included in reports to allow planners to understand why considerations may need to be addressed.  To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able...
	Scenic areas are grouped into three priority areas (High, Medium and Low).  Refer to the document entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Scenic Beauty - for Conservation Planning and Program Implementation regarding information on how...
	The following are examples of the possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT SBM report.
	If there are no high priority visual areas within or near the AOI, the KICT output will state the following:
	Example
	This output indicates that there appears to be no visual high priority area located in the AOI that could potentially be affected by the practices. However, the planner should  ALWAYS field-verify the impact potential to visual resources. If field ver...
	In the next example, a high priority visual area is identified but the KICT output does not identify any potential impacts:
	Example
	This indicates that the AOI selected is within or is in very close proximity to a high visual priority area, however the practice(s) selected have no potential adverse effect to it. However, the planner should  ALWAYS field-verify the impact potential...
	The AOI contains, or is near, a high visual priority area and potential adverse effects are identified as follows:
	This example shows that there is a potential adverse impact associated with the installation of the practices to a high visual priority area.  Planners need to proceed to the following sections of the report to determine how to avoid or mitigate these...
	Once it is determined that at least some practices queried may impact a high priority visual area, planners should refer to the Considerations & Effect Determination of the KICT SBM report. The considerations presented by the KICT in this module are s...
	The additional Considerations for Practice Implementation are found in Section A of the report. If the KICT determines that there are issues that should be considered, the table contains practices in the left column and the consideration(s) adjacent t...
	Example
	In this example, the conservation practice Composting Facility (317) would have a consideration for implementation. If it is applicable, planners are encouraged to consider the height of this practice when practice siting is in an area where it may lo...
	Example
	Example
	This tentative effect determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that may affect a high visual priority area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.
	Potential Benefits to Scenic Beauty
	The Potential Benefits section of the SBM report lists six possible benefits that could be realized to high priority visual areas by conservation practices installation.  A benefit to these areas may include the following:
	1. addition of screening or buffering effect between unaesthetic practices or landuses;
	2. providing an integral landform element;
	3. providing an integral water element;
	4. providing an integral vegetation element or improving the existing vegetation element by adding color shape and texture;
	5. by providing an integral structural element;
	6. improving water appearance such as turbidity, algal growth, precipitants, sedimentation or other removal of unappealing visual characteristics .
	Benefits listed or identified in the reports should be viewed in the context of the landscape and may or may not apply at the landscape level or at the field planning level.
	Example
	In the example above the practice provides a potential benefit by adding a structural (building) element to an agricultural landscape.  It does not consider viewsheds at the field level and must be further evaluated at that level.
	Documentation of Compliance for the Scenic Beauty Module on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Scenic Beauty SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52).  It assumes the verification of visual resources, impacts, and all policy concerns have been evaluated at the field and landscape level.  To...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT SBM report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a high visual priority area.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact section of the KICT SBM report.  Indicate the presence or absence of the area in the benchmark column, Sectio...
	Step 3 – After field verification, determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in the CPA-52, Section J, in the area identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect scenic beauty. In the example below, it was determined ...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT SBM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report obtained from the KICT SBM report (Step 4) and field verification.
	Step 6 – If a May Affect (MA) determination is identified, determine if any considerations apply to mitigate adverse effects to visual resources or if the project is entirely beneficial. Planners may describe the effects outlined in the KICT report di...
	Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the tentative determination the KICT produces and are included in reports to allow planners to understand why avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to ...
	Potential adverse impacts to wetlands are described fully in the document in Section II of the Kentucky Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Wetlands for Planning and Program Implementation.  These impac...
	 filling or dredging;
	 removal of native woody vegetation (may or may not include stumps);
	 introduction of animal waste, livestock, pesticides, sediment, pollutants or various human activities entering or occurring within or adjacent to an existing wetland; and
	 manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the alteration of hydrology through diversion, impoundment, removal or flooding.
	The following are examples of possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section for WM reports.
	If there are no wetlands within or near the AOI, the module report will state the following:
	Example
	This output indicates that there are no potential wetlands located in or near the AOI that could potentially be affected by the practices.  Proceed to other sections of the report for other information as applicable. Planners must field verify this in...
	If potential wetlands are present within or near the AOI, the KICT will list the type of waterbody that is present.
	Example
	In this example, the tool identifies that a potential wetland is present. However, there were no identified impacts based on the conservation practices planned.  Therefore, the tool listed “None”. Proceed to other sections of the report for other info...
	If adverse impacts are identified the tool will identify the impact(s) associated with the potential wetland.
	Example
	In this example, a potential wetland was identified as being near the AOI and the impact was identified as potentially having adverse effects to water quality. Multiple impacts may be listed in this section. It is imperative that the planner field-ver...
	WM Avoidance Measures
	The KICT provides avoidance measures for planners to implement for areas identified as potential wetlands.  These avoidance measures are required to be implemented. The following is an example of how a required strategy may be shown.
	Example
	In this example, a composting facility is planned near or in an area that is a potential wetland.  The avoidance measure prohibits the placement of the composting facility in an area that is considered a wetland nor should fill from construction be pl...
	Example
	Example
	This determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could have an effect on an area identified as a potential wetland.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.
	Potential Benefits
	The Potential Benefits section of the WM report lists possible benefits that could be realized to field-verified wetlands by the installation of conservation practices when any required avoidance measures are implemented.  A benefit to a field-verifie...
	Example
	In this example, the (317) Composting Facility is a beneficial practice if any applicable avoidance measures are implemented, and the practice is installed for the purpose of removing or eliminating a potential pollutant to the field-verified wetland.
	Documentation of the Wetlands Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Wetlands SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it represents. To document the results of this module for NR...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a potential wetland. This information will be listed in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT WM report.  Identify the presence or absence of a potential wetland in the benchmark c...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in CPA-52, Section J, to the field-verified potential wetland identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the wetland. In the example below, it was determined that...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT RAM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report obtained from the WASRM module (Step 4) of the KICT. In this example, May Effect was selected.
	Wild, Scenic and NRI River Segments Module (WASRM) Description
	The purpose of this module is to provide conservation planners in Kentucky with a consistent and simplified process for determining the potential effects of NRCS conservation practices in areas designated for protection under the Wild and Scenic River...
	The module will help planners assess whether the area of interest lies within or near a federal and state area designated as a Wild or Scenic River or Nationwide Rivers Inventory (NRI) segment. In addition, it will provide information regarding Kentuc...
	The module provides conservation planners in Kentucky with a consistent and simplified process for determining the potential effects of NRCS conservation practices in these officially designated areas including the following:
	Potential impacts to Wild and Scenic Rivers, NRI segments, and Kentucky Special Use Waters are described fully in the document in Section II of the Field Office Technical Guide entitled Kentucky NRCS Conservation Practice Effects on Wild, Scenic and N...
	Potential adverse impacts are the basis of the Final Determination the KICT produces and are included in reports to allow planners to understand why the avoidance strategies are required. To implement the results of the KICT, planners must be able to ...
	Potential adverse impacts to Wild and Scenic Rivers or NRI segments or Kentucky Special Use Waters are grouped into six broad categories by the KICT.  Multiple impacts may apply to WASRM and several may apply to multiple practices.  The basic impact c...
	 dredge and fill activities
	 effects to primitive or cultural values
	 effects to riparian corridors
	 adverse effect to water quality;
	 manipulation of hydrologic regimes or the alteration of hydrology
	 a change in landuse or land clearing activities.
	The following are examples of possible outcomes in the Potential Impact Information section for WASRM report.
	If there are no WASRM within or near the AOI, the module report will state the following:
	Example
	This output indicates that there are no protected river segments located in or near the AOI that could potentially be affected by the practices.  Proceed to other sections of the report for other information and considerations. The planner may documen...
	If protected river segments are present within or near the AOI, the KICT will list the type of water body that is present.
	In this example, the tool identifies two types of federally designated waters and a potential impact that may apply. If waters are present but there are no identified impacts the report will simply state “none”. Note that Kentucky Special Use waters a...
	WASRM Avoidance Measures
	The KICT provides avoidance measures for planners to implement for Wild and Scenic Rivers and NRI Segments.  These avoidance measures are required to be implemented. The following is an example of how a required strategy will be shown.
	Example
	In this example, a composting facility is planned near or in an area that has a designated stream or river segment.  The avoidance measure prohibits new lands from being cleared to install a composting facility.
	Example
	Example
	This determination indicates that there are practice and resource combinations that could have an effect on a federally designated waterbody area.  These effects can be entirely adverse, beneficial, or a mixture of both.
	This section of the report provides information regarding KSUW that planners and land managers should consider.  Note that the Effect Determination for WASRM does not apply to the KSUW information.  The considerations provided in this section are volu...
	There are six different types of KSUW identified by this module. They are as follows:
	 Cold Water Aquatic Habitat (CAH) includes surface waters that will support indigenous aquatic life or self-sustaining and/or reproducing trout populations on a year-round basis.
	 Outstanding State Resource Waters (OSRW) are surface waters designated as unique waters of the Commonwealth.
	 Outstanding National Resource Waters (ONRW) are waters that meet the requirements for an outstanding state resource water classification and are of national ecological or recreational significance.
	 Exceptional Waters (EXCW) waterbodies whose quality exceeds that necessary to support propagation of fish, shellfish, and wildlife and recreation in and on the water.  Sometimes these are referred to as High Quality Streams.
	 Reference Reach Waters (R-RCH) are streams representative of many similar streams within a definable geographic area. Reference reach waters are the least impacted within an ecoregion and provide an estimate of attainable conditions for similar stre...
	 Portions of nine rivers of exceptional quality and aesthetic character have been designated as Kentucky Wild Rivers.  Each Wild River is a linear corridor encompassing all visible land on each side of the river up to 2,000 feet. Wild Rivers are desi...
	A stream may be designated as more than one of these types and therefore may have multiple listings identified in the report.  In addition, the KSUW and the federal designation of WASRM may coincide and have multiple listings. The following is an exam...
	Example
	In this example, a composting facility is being proposed in an area that is near or contains an Outstanding State Resource Water and an Outstanding National Resource Water.  The module informs the planner to carefully consider the placement of the pra...
	Not all reports will contain a KSUW.   In those instances, this section will state the following:
	Potential Benefits to Designated Stream Segments
	The Potential Benefits section of the WASRM report lists possible benefits that could be realized to designated stream segments by installation of conservation practices.  A benefit to a stream segment may include contribution to improved water qualit...
	Example
	KICT WSRM REPORT DECISION DIAGRAM
	Documentation of the WASRM Module Compliance on the EE (CPA-52)
	The following is an example of how to document the Wild and Scenic Rivers SEC on the Environmental Evaluation (CPA-52). Note: documentation may differ depending upon the federal program or action to which it represents. To document the results of this...
	Step 1 – Ensure that all practices listed in the alternative(s) on Section H of the CPA-52 are also on the general information section of the KICT report.
	Step 2 – Identify whether the area of interest contains a protected river segment.  This information will be listed in the Potential Impact Information section of the KICT WASRM module report.  Identify the presence or absence of the protected river s...
	Step 3 – Determine and describe the effects of “No Action” in CPA-52, Section J, to the protected river segment(s) identified in Step 2. Current management practices may or may not affect the river segment. In the example below, it was determined that...
	Step 4 - Determine the type of report (NE or MA) for each developed alternative by reviewing Section B of the KICT RAM report and locating the determination box as shown below.
	Step 5 – Select “No Effect” or “May Effect” on the CPA-52, Section J, depending upon the type of report obtained from the WASRM module (Step 4) of the KICT. In this example, May Effect was selected.
	XVIII. KICT ASSISTANCE
	The following procedure should be performed if planners feel the tool is not functioning properly or they need assistance regarding the KICT:
	1.  Review the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) on the website
	2.  Review the KICT Handbook to make sure the issue is not addressed
	3. Contact the KICT Representative or state level specialist responsible for that module
	Planners should always follow their local chains of command to resolve issues. If the tool is not functioning or the website is having problems, please provide that information in detail to the KICT Administrator directly.
	Additional Sources of Information
	The following section provides other sources of information that are available to planners to seek assistance.  Many of these sources are also available online and/or in NRCS technical references.
	The material provided for training purposes, including the Power Point Presentation used to train field office personnel on the use of the KICT for each module, is maintained on the Kentucky SharePoint site under the technology tab and within the KICT...
	USDA-NRCS – Riparian Areas Environmental Uniqueness, Functions, and Value, August 1996 https://www.nrcs.usda.gov/wps/portal/nrcs/detail/national/technical/Riparian
	Kentucky Division of Water Floodplain Construction - http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstruction.aspx
	Kentucky Division of Water - Floodplain Construction Forms - http://water.ky.gov/floodplain/Pages/FloodplainConstructionForms.aspx

	XIX. GLOSSARY
	Planners may encounter the following terms either in this document, reports, supplemental documents or when working with the KICT.
	Actively Managed Lands - - Land currently receiving ongoing management treatments which include, but are not limited to grazing, tillage, crop rotation, fertilization, mowing, weed control, etc. (i.e. lands are not cleared to utilize this practice). L...
	Adverse Impact – The result of implementation of a project or practice that negatively affects a resource, species, etc.
	Agricultural Lands – Lands used primarily to produce food and fiber.  They usually include landuses such as pasture, hayland, cropland, and forestlands.
	Avoidance Strategy – A method of installing a conservation practice that avoids or minimizes the risk of adverse impacts. Avoidance measures and avoidance strategies are equivalent in meaning in this document and are often used interchangeably. (See a...
	Bald and Golden Eagle Protection Act (BGEPA) – A federal law protecting golden and bald eagles from harm or harassment.
	Bald Eagle Nesting Dates – Nesting dates include various activities including egg laying, incubation, hatching and rearing young.  Eagle nesting dates vary by geographic region, but in Kentucky the dates (Eagle breeding season occurs February 1 throug...
	Base Floodplain - areas with a 1 percent chance of being flooded in any given year, also referred to as the 1 percent exceedance probability or the 100-year return interval.  Equal to the "100-year" floodplain (the so-called "1-percent chance floodpla...
	Candidate Species – Any species of fish, wildlife, or plant which has been determined to be candidates for listing under Section 4 of the Endangered Species Act of 1973 (amended) and is being considered for threatened or endangered status.
	Clean Water Act (CWA) - the primary federal law in the United States governing water pollution. Its objective is to restore and maintain the chemical, physical, and biological integrity of the nation's waters; recognizing the responsibilities of the s...
	Consent to Consult – NRCS must obtain the permission of the landowner to consult with any outside agency to determine a course of action when planned conservation practice installation may have an adverse effect to a resource.  NRCS must obtain consen...
	Conservation Practice – A scientifically based methodology prescribed to landowners based on a set of minimum criteria (standard) and applied in a specific way to conserve or protect natural resources and address a resource concern.
	Conservation Practice Extent – The reach or footprint that a conservation practice will be utilized within a specific region, area or planning unit.
	Conservation Practice Unit – The amounts in which a conservation practice is measured. Examples would include acres, number, feet, miles and cubic yards.
	Consultation – The legal responsibility of NRCS to seek advice, guidance, and counsel from, and confer with, authorized parties on program, project, and policy issues. This is a formal process that is typically outlined in various regulations dependen...
	Coordination – For the purposes of this document this term refers to the internal review process where NRCS specialists review specific KICT reports, make an Effect Determination, and provide guidance on how to proceed. In instances were consultation ...
	CPA-52 – The NRCS worksheet utilized to document the Environmental Evaluation.  See Environmental Evaluation (EE)
	Critical Action Floodplain - The critical action floodplain is defined as the 500-year floodplain (the 0.2-percent chance floodplain) where certain facilities are present, such as a school, hospital, nursing home, utility, or a facility producing vola...
	Critical Habitat – Specific geographic areas, whether occupied by listed species or not, that are determined to be essential for the conservation and management of listed species, and that have been formally described in the Federal Register.
	Cropland – Land used primarily to produce field crops or orchard crops alone or in association with sod crops. Any lands used to produce a planted crop by tilling of the soil including no-till and similar methods used to produce food or fiber.
	CRS – see Cultural Resource Specialist.
	Cultural Resource Class – For the purposes of the KICT, resources have been grouped into classes to allow similar resources that are affected similarly to be identified more readily by the tool.  There are eight specific classes of cultural resources....
	Cultural Resources – The term “cultural resources” as used by NRCS is broader than those resources encompassed by the term “historic properties” as defined by the NHPA (16 U.S.C. Section 470 et seq.) and regulations for compliance with section 106 of ...
	Cultural Resources Specialist (CRS) – NRCS personnel responsible for compliance with Section 106 of the National Historic Preservation Act in the Commonwealth.
	Department for Environmental Protection (DEP) Special Use Waters – Waterbodies managed under Title 401 Energy and Environment Cabinet – http://water.ky.gov/waterquality/Pages/SpecialUseWaters.aspx .  See also KY Special Use Waters.
	Endangered Species Act (ESA) – Protects plants and animals that are listed by the federal government as "endangered" or "threatened."  Section 7 applies not to private parties but to federal agencies, but it covers their issuing permits for private ac...
	Farm Headquarters (also called headquarters or farmstead) – Lands in agricultural operations that may or may not be used for production but utilized principally for operation and support of the production of food or fiber. Examples include feeding are...
	Federal-Listed Species – Species listed under the Endangered Species Act.  A species status may be listed as Endangered, Threatened, Candidate or Proposed Candidate, Proposed Endangered, etc.
	Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS) – United States Fish and Wildlife Service. An agency under the U.S. Department of Interior.  This agency is responsible for the administration of the Endangered Species Act (ESA)
	Hayland - Land used primarily to produce hay, forage, grasses, legumes, or comparatively fine-stemmed forbs cut and cured for later use as livestock feed. (Annual plants planted for hay, and forage crops in short-term rotation are cropland.
	Herbicide – See Pesticide.
	Hibernacula - A secure area, usually a cave or other den area, used by hibernating bats and other insects or mammals. Bats typically hibernate in areas of caves and mines where temperatures are cold but stable. Most hibernacula are dark and secluded t...
	KICT CR Review Request Form – an electronic form (EXCEL) utilized to request cultural resources review of a conservation planning project.  This form should be completed by planners once the alternatives that avoid impacts to a resource are exhausted....
	KICT ESA Review Request Form – an electronic form (EXCEL) utilized to request review of a conservation planning project.  This form should be completed by planners once the alternatives that avoid impacts to listed species are exhausted.  In most inst...
	Management Consideration – a recommendation made by the KICT to consider during implementation, maintenance or operation of a conservation practice.
	Maternity Colony – congregations of bats in areas where they give birth, raise young and nurse pups.  Maternity colonies are often caves where temperatures are warm and stable or groups of trees depending upon the species.
	No Effect (NE) – A determination meaning that installation of a conservation practice(s) will have no affect either adversely or beneficially to a resource.
	Species of Concern – An informal term that refers to those species which biologists believe might need concentrated conservation actions. Such conservation actions vary depending on the health of the populations and degree and types of threats. At one...
	TEC Species – Federally listed plant or animal species that are either Threatened, Endangered or Candidate. This includes proposed species.  See also Federal – Listed Species.
	Threatened Species - The classification provided to an animal or plant likely to become endangered within the foreseeable future throughout all or a significant portion of its range.
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